AGENDA
Special Council Meeting
9:00 AM - Tuesday, November 2, 2021
Community Hall -1473 Broughton Blvd Port McNeill, BC V0N 2R0
Please be aware, if you are attending this meeting, our meetings are recorded for future viewing.
We are privileged to gather on the traditional territory of the Kwakwaka'wakw.
Page
1.

CALL TO ORDER

2.

ADOPT AGENDA
a)

Accept or amend agenda as presented.
that the Agenda of the November 2, 2021 Special Meeting of Council be
adopted as presented

3.

PETITIONS AND DELEGATIONS

4.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

5.

CORRESPONDENCE

6.

TABLE ITEMS

7.

REPORTS

8.

BYLAWS

9.

OLD BUSINESS

10.

a)

Official Community Plan Review
General -Summary of Revisions
Open House OCP - Revision Summary
Port McNeill OCP - Final Draft

b)

Proposed Zoning Bylaw No.705, 2021
Proposed Zoning Bylaw No. 705, 2021 - Final Draft
Current Zoning Bylaw No. 671, 2016
Concerns as brought forth by members of Council
Map Concerns as Brought forth by Council

NEW BUSINESS

3 - 64

65 - 169

11.

ITEMS FROM IN-CAMERA TO BE MADE PUBLIC

12.

IN-CAMERA
a)

Council to go In-Camera under section 90(1)(a)personal information
about an identifiable individual who holds or is being considered for a
position as an officer, employee or agent of the municipality or another
position appointed by the municipality

13.

QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC AND MEDIA

14.

ADJOURNMENT
that the regular meeting be adjourned at (time) p.m.
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Task
General Formatting and revisions

Definitions and Use Reconciliation

Diagrams
General Provisions

Description
This includes the numbering and formatting of
section. The revision of sones for the consistency
of regulation between zones and removal of
outdated legislative references.
This consisted of a review of all uses listed within
the entire bylaw. Each use was then matched to
the corresponding definition. Where uses had no
definition, new definitions were provided.
Diagrams were added to hard-to-understand
issues.
Section was modernized. Consolidated
landscaping and buffering provisions from the
zones into GP.
Updated wording for clarity purposes
Add occupancy during construction
Add shipping container and temporary building
provisions
Added vacation and short-term rental provisions
Add urban chicken provisions
Add urban bees’ provisions
Consolidated the Accessory Building provisions
Moved all yard exceptions out of the zones and
place in GP
Added storage in residential zones provisions
Consolidated secondary and caretaker suites into
GP
Updated the parking provisions
Added driveway provisions
Simplified Clearance on Corners

Zones
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Reformatted all zones

Reviewed all listed uses and provided definition
or revised use to reflect an existing definition.
Reviewed and update conditions of use for
specific zones
Still an opportunity for zone consolidation
Removed provision that required concurrent
authority with BC Building code
Revised building height approach – removed
storeys and replaced with maximum height in
meters
Mapping
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Updated map to reflect the latest data. Need
review and confirmation from community.

Open House, Pop-up Engagement Event & Survey #4 –
Summary and Proposed Final OCP and Zoning Bylaw
Revisions
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OCP Policies and Land Use
The Survey and Open House provide a final look prior to bringing a consolidated OCP and Zoning Bylaw to Council
for consideration. Input gathered from the public and stakeholders was considered alongside extensive technical
research of policies, plans, strategies, guidelines, regulations, and bylaw documents including development permit
areas and land use designations as well as updated population projections, housing characteristics, and legislative
requirements. The following summarize the survey and open house comments and how these are reflected in the
OCP and Zoning Bylaw.
Question #1
When asked about the key topics addressed in the OCP with policies to support the vision, future growth and
changes 73.4% of respondents felt that nothing had been missed. 26.8%.6% answered that they thought
something was missing, which had 43 discreet comments.

Figure 4. Number of Respondents who wanted to add to the Key Topics Identified

Figure 5. Neutal Sentiment in responses

The 43 mainly neutral responses were analyzed with the following topic TAGS to ensure that the comments are
addressed in the draft OCP and two had clear implications for the draft OCP. The topic tags identified and
implications to the draft OCP are included in Table 2 below.
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Topic TAGS

# of
Comments

Topic to add to OCP

Implication

Development Permit Areas

3

Forest Fire and Downtown Development areas

Included in Sec. 13.4.4, 13.4.1,
10.0

Housing

6

Seniors housing, assisted living, active seniors,
appropriate housing

Included in Sec. 7.1

Downtown Development

Secion 13.4.1

Included
Parking

1

Parking / loading at ferry terminal

Not included - MOTI

Seniors

3

Affordable housing, keep Broughton campsite

Included in Sec. 7.1

13

Social procuement, childcare, food security,
seniors long term care, medical services, adult
education, cell service, opportunities for youth

Included Sec 6.0

Social Planning

Add to Sec 6.0
Included in Zoning Bylaw

Urban Agriculture

2

Add Urban Agriculture, food security

Add to Sec 6.0
Add to Sec. 13.0

Youth

2

Opportunity and resources and programs for
youth

Included in Sec. 10.2, 10.4, 13.1
& 13.2

Other

8

Cell service, Budget for implementation, more
stores/shopping, stable electricity

Included in Sec 6.0

Table 2. Topics Respondents wanted to add to OCP

Through discussion at the open house many of these issues were also reviewed. A discussion that was not captured
in the survey included highlighting key issues of accessibility. The accessibility policies were in the Transportation
section. These have been reiterated in the Culture and Inclusion section of the OCP and expanded to address
universal accessibility.
Question #2
There was a question around the future land use around Broughton Strait Campsite and the response showed the
public is most interested in seeing Residential Rural Estate Lots. Second to that, 34.6% of individuals wanted to
have Recreational land use in the location.
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Figure 6. Respondents preference for future land use at Broughton Strait Campsite area
currently Natural Resouce Land.

The OCP Proposed Land Use map was updated to relfect these result. The new area has a dashed line to note the
area for future Residential/Recreational uses.

Question #3
In the publics view, the black line represents the boundary to Downtown in Port McNeill. Eleven “other” responses
were mainly neutral and positive.

Figures 7. and 8. Response to Downtown Boundary location
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Figure 9. Respondents sentiment to Question #3

The OCP Proposed Land Use Map was updated to reflect these comments.

The Old School Site
In your opinion, which of the following options for the old school should the Town pursue in the future?

Figure 12. Percent Responses to Question #8

Almost half (46.5%) of the respondents felt that the old school should be demolished and reuse of the land should
take place.

Page 9 of 169

Zoning Bylaw
Question #4
When asked if the proposed Zoning Bylaw revisions were supported, 48 of the 205 respondents commented.
Overall, 72.5% said yes they support the revisions and 27.5% said no they do not support the revisions. Of the
27.5% who responded they do not support the revisions, some of the comments were mixed and
included positive support/comments for other revisions to the bylaw. The response in the 27.5% was mostly
neutral.

Topic TAGS

# of Comments

Comment on adding:

Implication

Don’t support Height regulation

4

*Support Height regulation

1

In support

NA

No Chickens

26

No to chickens due to wildlife attactants
and rodents

Minority of respondents don’t
support

Support Chickens

2

Support Only 4 hens and less restrictions

NA

Don’t support Bees

5

No to bees due to wildlife attactants and
rodents

Small minority don’t support

Don’t support Short Term Rental
regulations

4

Don’t regulate, look to APC study, rentals
for tourists, visiting professionals

Small minority don’t support

Support Short Term Rental
regulations

6

Rental shortage for residents, more long
term rentals needed, housing shortage, limit
seasonally, impacts rental availability

NA

*Undeterminedrban Agriculture

6

Regarding building height and unable to
understand calculation

Not in support
Small minority don’t support

Table 3. Respondents reasons for non-support and support of Zoning Bylaw revisions.

Figure 10. Respondents sentiment to Question #4
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Question #5
Do you agree with the regulations for recreational vehicles listed above?

Figure 11. Percent Responses to Question #5
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Question #6
In your opinion, what is the most important topic to make certain is included and addressed in the OCP?

Topic TAGS

# of
Comments

Comments

Implication

Urban agriculture

2

Distance to food sources

Included in 6.0 Economic
Development

Beautification

8

Downtown, Waterfront, Visitor Centre

Included in 13.0 Development
Permit Guidelines, 13.0
Implementation

Economic Development

16

Attract working pople, marketing, local jobs,
emerging businessses, social policy, activities
for touristswaterfront, attract medical
professionals

Included in Sec. 6.0 Economic
Development and Sec 13.0

Housing

44

More land for development, seniors housing,
attanable housing, live aboard housing,
secondary suites

Included in Sec. 7.0, and 13.0

Infrastruction

12

Roads, lighting, paving, maintenance

Included in Sec. 11.0
Infrastructure and Growth

Recreation

12

Seniors recreation, add parks, add programmed
community space

Included in Sec. 10.0 Parks and
Recreation and 13.0
Implementation

Seniors

9

Housing and recreation

Transportation

1

Transportation for growth

Included in Sec 12.0
Transportation

Environment

5

Protection, natural spaces protection, Chemical
free forests, green energy, water quality

Included in Sec. 8.0 Cimate and
the Enviromnet

Other

39

Responses that apply to Zoning, not policy –
parking, housing, medical services, trees

Included in the Zoning Bylaw

Included in Zoning Bylaw
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Question #7
In your opinion, what is the most important topic to make certain is included and addressed in the Zoning Bylaw?

Topic TAGS

# of
Comments

Comments regarding Zoning Bylaw

Implication

4 comments wanted to allow them
Short Term Rentals

18

2 comments wanted more study

Keep in updated Zoning Bylaw

12 comments to restrict them as proposed
5 comments to allow chicken
2 comments to allow bees
Chickens & Bees

12
5 comments to not allow chickens

11 comment in favour of regulating
Recreational Vehicle parking

26

Reduce number of chickens
permitted from 6 to 4 hens.
Keep urban bees in Zoning Bylaw

Include in updated Zoning Bylaw

15 comments specifically about recreational
vehicles on STREETS

Enforcement of Traffic Bylaw

Include in Zoning Bylaw update

Height regulations

3

Regulate height

Other

78

Had no response or comments that do not
apply

In addition, comments were received through e-mail regarding the restriction of the number of individuals
permitted in a Bed and Breakfast. The total number was revised to allow for up to 4 people excluding the
permanent residents of the home. The original provision was 10 including permanent residents which equates to
6-8 individuals. Parking was deemed an issue.

Summary of all Zoning Revisions
The following Table provides a summary of all the proposed changes to the Zoning Bylaw. The highlighted items
were revised based on feedback from the Open House and Survey on September26 and 27, 2021.
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Task

Description
This includes the numbering and formatting of section.

General Formatting and revisions

The revision of sones for the consistency of regulation
between zones and removal of outdated legislative
references.
This consisted of a review of all uses listed within the

Definitions and Use Reconciliation

entire bylaw. Each use was then matched to the
corresponding definition. Where uses had no
definition, new definitions were provided.

Diagrams
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Diagrams were added to hard-to-understand issues.

Section was modernized. Consolidated landscaping
and buffering provisions from the zones into GP.
Updated wording for clarity purposes
Add occupancy during construction
Add shipping container and temporary building
provisions
Added vacation and short-term rental provisions
Add urban chicken provisions (4 versus 6 hens)
Add urban bees’ provisions (remove hive must be 2 m
above ground)
Bed and Breakfast (4 versus 8-6 individuals)
General Provisions

Industrial One – Height 14 m was proposed. Was a
copying error. 10 m revised.
Added boat/barge provisions in Marine Industrial zone
Consolidated the Accessory Building provisions
Moved all yard exceptions out of the zones and place
in GP
Added storage in residential zones provisions
Consolidated secondary and caretaker suites into GP
Updated the parking provisions
Added driveway provisions
Simplified Clearance on Corners
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Reformatted all zones
Reviewed all listed uses and provided definition or
revised use to reflect an existing definition.
Reviewed and update conditions of use for specific
zones
Zones

Still an opportunity for zone consolidation
Removed provision that required concurrent authority
with BC Building code
Revised building height approach – removed storeys
and replaced with maximum height in meters
Removed minimum house size requirements
Updated map to reflect the latest data
Following Rezoning’s (see attached):
Downtown
M-1 to C-2
C-1 to C-2
P-1 to C-1
Cedar Street

Mapping
A-1 to C-2
M-1 to C-2
Mine Road and Campbell Way
A-1 to M-1
A-2 to CS-1
Mine Road
M-1 -extended along Mine Rd.
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Downtown - Existing

Mine Rd./Campbell Way - Existing

Downtown - Proposed

Mine Rd./Campbell Way - Proposed
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Mine Rd- Existing

Mine Rd. - Proposed
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Bylaw 704, 2021
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First Nations
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Title: Town of Port McNeill
Official Community Plan
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Kevin Brooks, Mplan, RPP
Senior Planner
McElhanney Ltd.

Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill
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First Nations
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First Nations

First Nations
Port McNeill lies within the
unceded territory of the
Kwak’wala speaking peoples.
The two nations in the closest
proximity to the existing Port
McNeill settlement are the
Kwakiutl and ‘Namgis nations.
The First Nations peoples of North
Vancouver Island and Discovery
Passage have resided in the area
for a millennium. The richness of
this heritage permeates all
residents and contributes to the
vitality of life on the North Island.
A goal of this document is to both
recognize the contributions of the
Kwakwaka’wakw people and to
foster an open and on-going
conversation to move our
communities toward a deep
relationship and alliance as we
move toward reconciliation.

Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill
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SECTION 1.0: COMMUNITY CONTEXT
has been growing at a moderate
rate, the Regional District of Mount
Waddington (RDMW) and the Port
McNeill’s permanent population has
been declining. Historical population
between 1996 and 2016 is provided
in Figure 1.

1.0
COMMUNITY
CONTEXT

1.1
The Port McNeill Context
Prior to articulating OCP policies,
it is essential to understand the
historical contexts of growth and
change from demographic (i.e.,
population) and housing
perspectives. Port McNeill has
had major shifts on population in
the last 20 years. This can be seen
in Figure 1.

1.1.2 Age
Characteristics
The average age of communities
across Canada and BC is increasing;
Port McNeill is no exception.
According to Statistics Canada
Census data, the median age of
Port McNeill residents has
increased slightly from 38.0 in
2011 to 40.7 in 2016 (Table 2).
Approximately, 12% of the
population of Port McNeill is over
the age of 65 and 24% are under
the age of 20. The largest
proportions of residents are
between 20-44 years (32%) and
45-64 years (32%) (Figure 2). This
age distribution is similar when
compared to the RDMW and BC
which all have an even distribution
of residents between age groups.

1.1.1 Population
Recent population estimates for
Port McNeill, the RDMW, and the
province of BC are provided in
Table 1 showing the percent change
between 2011 and 2016. While BC
Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill

Table 1: Historical Population 2011-2016
Location

2011

2016

%
change

Port McNeill

2,505

2,337

-6.7%

Regional District of Mount Waddington

11,506

11,035

-4.1%

British Columbia

4,400,057
4,648,055
Source:
Statistics Canada,
Census Data5.6%
2011-2016.

Figure 1: Port McNeill’s Historical Population 1996-2016
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Source: Statistics Canada, Census Data 1996-2016.

Figure 2: Percent Population by Age Group - 2016
0-19 years

20-44 years

45-64 years

65+ years

12%

16%

18%

32%

33%

29%

32%

27%

32%

24%

23%

20%

PORT MCNEILL

RDMW

BC
Source: Statistics Canada, Census Data 2016.

Table 2: Median Age, 2011-2016
Location

2011

2016

Port McNeill

38.0

40.7

Regional District of Mount Waddington

41.8

44.3

British Columbia

41.9

43.0
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SECTION 1.0: COMMUNITY CONTEXT
Table 3: Average Number of Persons per Household – 2006, 2016

1.1.3
Household
Characteristics
Household characteristic data
contains information about
residents living within dwellings
and includes number of people
and household incomes.
Households refer to a person or
group of persons who occupy the
same dwelling and do not have a
usual place of residence
elsewhere.

Average Household Size
Average household sizes (persons
per household) have been
decreasing over the decades at all
geographic levels. This trend is
typical for aging populations that
contain households without
children or spouses. Port McNeill’s
household size has been averaging
just above two persons over the
past ten years, and as of the 2016
Census, is 2.3 persons per
household (Table 3). This is similar
to the RDMW and BC which are 2.2
and 2.4 respectively.

Location

Households
by Household Size
Further details on household size
are provided by the Census
regarding the number of
households relative to the number
of persons living within. In Port
McNeill, the number of one (1)
person households increased from
245 in 2011 to 295 in 2016, while
the number of two (2) person
stayed the same at 375 and three
(3) person households increased
(Table 4). In comparison, there was
little change in RDMW’s household
sizes between the 2011 and 2016
Censuses (Table 5).

2006

2011

2016

Port McNeill

2.5

2.5

2.3

Regional District of Mount Waddington

2.4

2.3

2.2

British Columbia

2.5

2.5

2.4

Table 4: Port McNeill Total Households by Household Size – 2011, 2016
Household size

Port
McNeill
2011

% of
Port
HouseMcNeill
holds 2011 2016

% of
Households
2016

1 person

245

25%

295

29%

2 persons

375

38%

375

37%

3 persons

135

13%

160

16%

4 persons

160

16%

120

12%

5 or more persons

80

8%

60

6%

Total Private
Households

995

100%

1010

100%

Total number of persons

2495

n/a

2330

n/a

Table 5: RDMW Total Households by Household Size – 2011, 2016
Household size

RDMW
2011

% of
RDMW
House2016
holds 2011

% of
Households
2016

1 person

1495

31%

1595

33%

2 persons

1780

37%

1805

37%

3 persons

680

14%

660

14%

4 persons

565

11%

480

10%

5 or more persons

355

7%

315

6%

Total Private
Households

4875

100%

4855

100%

Total number of persons

11363

n/a

10870

n/a

Source: Statistics Canada, Census Data 2016.
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SECTION 1.0: COMMUNITY CONTEXT

Average Household Income
Household income includes
salaries, wages, retirement income,
and government transfers of all
persons residing within a
household. Average household
income in Port McNeill after-tax is
73,301 (Table 6). For context, the
RDMW has an average household
income (after tax) of 28,672.

Table 6: Average Household Income (after tax), 2016

Location

2016

Port McNeill

$73,301

Regional District of Mount Waddington

$28,672

British Columbia

$61,280
Source: Statistics Canada, Census Data2011- 2016.

Table 7: Town of Port McNeill’s Dwellings and Full-time Occupancy Rates, 2001-2016

Location

2001

2006

2011

2016

Total Dwellings

1134

1102

1106

1109

Total Occupied Dwellings

1075

1026

1005

1010

Full-time Occupancy Rate

95%

93%

91%

91%

Source: Statistics Canada, Census Data 2011- 2016.

Figure 3: Percent Dwelling Full-time Occupancy, 2011, 2016
Occupied
9%

9%

91%

91%

2011

2016

PORT MCNEILL

Vacant

18%

19%

82%

81%

2011

2016
RDMW

9%

9%

91%

91%

2011

2016

Housing Profile
Dwellings and Dwelling
Occupancy
Total dwellings and occupied
dwelling data for Port McNeill for
the 2001-2016 Censuses are
identified in Table 7. Occupancy
rates for dwellings is derived
between total dwellings and
occupied dwellings. While the total
number of dwellings has remained
relatively constant, occupied
dwellings have declined along with
occupancy rates. Port McNeill’s
2011 and 2016 occupancy rates are
compared to RDMW and the
province in Figure 3. Port McNeill
and the province’s occupancy rates
are around 91% for both areas.

BC
Source: Statistics Canada, Census Data 2016.
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SECTION 1.0: COMMUNITY CONTEXT

Housing Types
The majority (55%) of Port
McNeill’s dwellings are singledetached dwellings. Note, data
between the 2011 and 2016
Censuses varies slightly for
dwelling types. This is most likely
the result of the same structures
being reported differently in the
two Census periods. (Table 8).

Age of Housing Stock
The majority (60%) of Port
McNeill’s housing was built prior to
1981. In comparison, 61% of the
RDMW’s housing stock was also
built prior to 1981 (Table 9).

Table 8: Port McNeill Occupied Dwellings by Structural Type - 2011, 2016

Structural (Dwelling) type

2011

%

2016

%

625

62%

550

55%

0

0%

0

0%

Apartment in a building that has fewer than five storeys

115

12%

100

10%

Row house

105

11%

120

12%

Semi-detached house

35

3%

30

3%

Apartment or flat in a duplex

0

0%

15

1%

Other single-attached house

0

0%

20

2%

Movable Dwelling

125

12%

175

17%

Total

1005

100%

1010

100%

Single-detached house
Apartment in a building that has five or more storeys

Source: Statistics Canada, Census Data 2011- 2016.

Table 9: Period of Construction – Percent (%) of Housing Stock, 2016

Time Period

Housing Value
Housing value refers to the
amount an owner expects if the
asset is sold and includes land and
all structures located on it for
single-detached dwellings. For
multiple dwellings within a
structure (i.e., apartments, row
house), it includes only the
individual dwelling. Average values
for dwellings are provided in Table
10. Also noted in the table, is the
average value of dwellings from
the 2006 Census.

Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill

Table 10: Housing Value –
Average Value of Dwellings, 2006 and 2016

Port McNeill

RDMW

1960 or before

4%

10%

Time Period

Average Value of
Dwellings

1961-1980

56%

51%

$171,618

1981-1990

19%

19%

Port McNeill
2006

1991-2000

18%

13%

Port McNeill
2016

$207,515

2001-2005

1%

3%

2006-2010

1%

3%

2011-2016

1%

1%

RDMW
2016

$233,263

100%

100%

Total

Source: Statistics Canada, Census Data 2006- 2016.

Source: Statistics Canada, Census Data 2016.
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SECTION 1.0: COMMUNITY CONTEXT

Housing Tenure
Tenure refers to whether persons
living within the dwelling own
or rent it. In Port McNeill, 67% of
dwellings are owner occupied.
This is similar to the RDMW which
is 68% of occupied dwellings.
(Table 11).

Table 11: Housing Tenure, 2016

Location

% Owner occupied % Renter occupied

% Band housing

Port McNeill

67%

33%

0%

Regional District of Mount Waddington

68%

30%

2%

Source: Statistics Canada, Census Data 2016.

High ownership rates are also an
indicator of housing affordability.
Another housing indicator available
from the Census is “housing
suitability”. In Port McNeill, 96.5%
of housing is considered suitable
for persons occupying the housing,
meaning the dwelling has enough
bedrooms for the size and
composition of the household.

Table 12: Total Households by Age of Primary Household Maintainer, 2016

Port McNeill

%

RDMW

%

15 to 24 years

45

5%

155

3%

25 to 34 years

165

16%

645

13%

35 to 44 years

200

20%

665

14%

45 to 54 years

215

21%

975

20%

55 to 64 years

185

18%

1220

25%

Household Maintainers

65 to 74 years

160

16%

845

17%

Household maintainers refers to
the primary person, whether or
not they are residing in the
household, who pays the rent,
mortgage, taxes, and utilities. In
Port McNeill, the majority (60%) of
household maintainers are
between the ages of 55-74.
(Table 12).

75 to 84 years

25

3%

310

7%

85 years and over

10

1%

45

1%

1010

100%

4855

100%

Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill

Age Group

Total

Source: Statistics Canada, Census Data 2016.
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Table 15: Labour Force Population by Industry- Port McNeill and RDMW, 2016

Industry

Labour Force
and Employment
Labour force by industry
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing,
and Hunting; Retail Trade;
Construction; and Accommodation
and Food services, are the largest
classifications of workers in
Port McNeill (Table 15).
Historic labour force population
data is provided in Table 16.
In 2001, Agriculture and other
resource-based industries was the
largest labour force class (33%)
followed by Other Services (20%).
Note: Due to different categorization
between the 2001, 2006, and 2016
census’ some data had to be
aggregated into similar categories.
For example, ‘Construction and
Manufacturing’ were combined into
one category ‘Manufacturing and
Construction Industries’.

Port McNeill

%

RDMW

%

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting

360

26%

1005

18%

Mining, Quarrying, and Oil & Gas Extraction

15

1%

65

1%

Utilities

0

0%

15

0.5%

Construction

105

8%

400

7%

Manufacturing

50

4%

460

9%

Wholesale Trade

25

2%

60

1%

Retail Trade

180

13%

510

9%

Transportation and Warehousing

60

4%

385

7%

Information and Cultural Industries

0

0%

40

1%

Finance and Insurance

10

1%

75

1%

Real Estate and Rental Leasing

15

1%

50

1%

Professional, Scientific and Technical Services

50

4%

185

3%

Management of Companies and Enterprises

0

0%

10

0.5

Administrative and Support, Waste Management and
Remediation Services

35

2%

175

3%

Educational Services

85

6%

395

7%

Healthcare and Social Assistance

115

8%

600

11%

Arts, Entertainment and Recreation

15

1%

105

2%

Accommodation and Food Services

110

8%

385

7%

Other Services (except public administration)

60

4%

245

4%

Public Administration

100

7%

360

7%

Total

1390

100%

5525

100%

Source: Statistics Canada, Census 2016.
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Employment Rates
Labour force employment rates
include all persons aged 15 and
over who are participating in the
labour force. In Port McNeill, there
were 1395 residents participating
in the labour force, 94% of which
were employed (Table 13).
Of those that were employed, 37%
worked full-time and 63% worked
part year and/or part-time. The
overall participation rate (relative
to full-time residents) for Port
McNeill is 74%. In comparison,
RDMW’s participation rate is 63%
and the provincial participation
rate is 64%. Participation rates are
affected by a number of factors,
including population age (retired
vs. non-retired residents) and
employment demand.
Historic participation rates are
provided in Table 14 for Port
McNeill and BC. The participation
rate is greater in Port McNeill than
BC for 2001, 2006 and 2016.

Table 16: Port McNeill Labour Force Population by Industry, 2001, 2006, 2016

Industry

2001

%

2006

%

2016

%

Agriculture and other Resource-based Industries

560

33%

435

26%

375

27%

Manufacturing and Construction Industries

230

14%

195

12%

155

12%

Wholesale and Retail Trade

195

11%

220

13%

265

19%

Finance and Real Estate

25

1%

25

2%

25

2%

Health and Education

210

12%

220

12%

200

14%

Business Services

145

9%

245

15%

310

4%

Other Services

340

20%

330

20%

60

22%

1705

100%

1670

100%

1390

100%

Total

Source: Statistics Canada, Census 2001, 2006, 2016.

Table 13: Labour Force Employment Rates, 2016

Port McNeill

RDMW

BC

Employed

94%

90%

93%

Unemployed

6%

10%

7%

Source: Statistics Canada, Census 2016.

Table 14: Port McNeill’s Labour Force Participation Rates, 2001, 2006, 2016

Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill

2001

2006

2016

Port McNeill

78.9%

81.6%

74.4%

BC

65.2%

65.6%

64%

10
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discrete comments on interactive
mapping from over 70 different IP
addresses of participa
nts of
interactive mapping sessions

2.0

responses rom
f
Survey #1 (OCP)

COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT
The Town of Port McNeill began
the process of public engagement
for the review of the Official
Community Plan (OCP), Active
Transportation (AT), and Zoning
Bylaw in August 2020.

door knockers delivered

Community

responses rom
f
Survey #3 (ATP)

INVOLVEMENT
In total over 21%of
the Town of Port McNeill
participated in the OCP and
zoning bylaw update

responses rom
f
Survey #2 (OCP)

The process included three phases.
During Phase 1, the project was
initiated, and invitation letters
were sent to School District 85, the
Regional District, First Nation, and
Vancouver Island Health Authority.

attendedfocus groups
and meetings

attended meeting #1 Visions & Issues

The Town communicated the
scope of the project and update
process and gathered early input
on the community vision,
community values, key issues,
and opportunities.
Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill
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PHASE 1

1 - The project initiation meeting
with the Town of Port McNeill
Chief Administrating Officer.
2- Sessions were held with Council
and Staff to confirm key issues and
areas of concern for both the
zoning bylaw and OCP.
3- Project information was shared
with the public early on the Town’s
project website.
4- Project posters were put up at
key locations.
5- The project information was
shared in emails to stakeholders,
community members, and First
Nations.

PHASE 2

1- The Town of Port McNeill’s
Mayor, Gaby Wickstrom, was in a
short film which was added to the
Town’s webpage and social media
to introduce the project and
interactive mapping session.
2- Door knockers were placed
on residences and businesses in
the Town.
3- Input from meetings and focus
groups was received over multiple
sessions.
4- Engagement through interactive
in-person and online community
mapping on Vertisee.
5- Input through three online and
in person surveys:
Visioning and Issues
§ Community Survey #1
§ Official Community Plan and
Zoning Bylaw Review
§
§

Community Survey #2
Prioritizing Active
Transportation

§

Projects Survey #3

Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill

PHASE 3

6- Engagement in active
transportation priorities and
resource allocation.
7- A memo and presentation to
Council to review the draft vision
and guiding principles to confirm
the concept and community wellbeing framework was completed.
8- Reporting back to Council
regarding the Active
Transportation Plan meeting
deadline for Provincial funding.

1- The draft OCP and Zoning Bylaw
review was completed to ensure the
documents had captured the key
objectives, policies, and regulations
that will guide the development of
the Town of Port McNeill
throughout the coming years.
2- The Town of Port McNeill’s Mayor
and Council, with Staff, engaged in
an intensive day-long workshop to
review the draft OCP and Zoning
Bylaw.
3- The Advisory Planning Committee
provided input on the draft
documents. Providing insight into
the key sections of policy and land
use mapping.
4- The focus groups were invited to
engage in the review of the draft
documents where the objectives,
policies and regulations were
reviewed.
The final Public engagement (TBD)
was completed in the community
survey #4 online and in-person, in a
pop-up engagement event at the
IGA and at an in-person Open House
to review the revisions and report
on “what we heard”

12
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The project, broken into
three Phases, started with
Phase 1 and 2 which
highlighted key topics and
issues including economic
development, downtown
revitalization, and housing.
The initial sessions, online
mapping and workbook
were completed to receive
important information.
Between September 2020 and
March 2021, the Town conducted
the following in-person and online
engagement events and activities:

MEETINGS:
In August & September 2020, and
July 2021; Council, and Staff
sessions were completed. This
included in-person engagement to
complete a values and visioning
session and discuss key issues to
develop a draft table of contents
for the OCP and to identify key
land use regulation issues. The
final revisions were reviewed in an
all-day workshop before taking
them to the public.

FOUR FOCUS GROUPS:
From November 12, 2020 to July
2021, multiple focus groups
(youth, business, families, seniors)
were engaged to discuss key issues
to be explored in Community
Survey #2 (OCP). The groups
received a brief opening context
presentation followed by
discussion, and a facilitated
meeting on key issues, and values
and visioning for the future of the
community (the seniors group
wasn’t able to meet to review the
key issues). The final revisions
were reviewed in workshops
before taking them to the public.

PHOTO AND
DRAWING CONTEST
Residents were invited to a enter a
photo and drawing contest
expressing their interpretation of
Port McNeill. The photo and
drawing contest winners were
decided on by Council.
The drawing contest was drawn on
April 13th, 2021. These images will
be used in the updated OCP and
Zoning Bylaws.

with McElhanney’s Vertisee, a
web-based platform which
integrates Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) with maps and the
ability to add comments. There
were 300 discrete comments
received online from participants.
To flesh out the comments from
the online mapping, on October
25, 2020, participants took part
in a mapping session to identify
transportation and other issues.
Findings from the mapping
session and Survey #2 and #3
informed the Active
Transportation Plan and will be
included in the OCP and Zoning
Bylaw update. Participants had
an opportunity to focus on a
wide variety of topics including
community vision and values,
transportation, recreation
opportunities, and land use, and
could provide feedback from
home and download a workbook
from the Town’s website.
Phase 3 of the project was
completed to check-in with the
public on “what was heard”.

“There is no
power for change
greater than a
community
discovering what
it cares about”
– Margaret J. Wheatley

INTERACTIVE MAPPING:
The Vertisee Map was launched in
September of 2020. The online
interactive mapping was available

Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill

13

Page 33 of 169

SECTION 2.0: COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

SURVEY #1 Available during inperson sessions, the survey
provided information and feedback
opportunities on the existing OCP
and the OCP update. For residents
that didn’t make it to the
Interactive Mapping session in
October, the survey was provided
in hardcopy. The key issues,
community values and the
community vision were confirmed.
There were 72 surveys received.
This was the basis of the following
focus group meetings which
provided input into the OCP
framework and initial policy
development.

SURVEY #2 Available online and
in hardcopy from January 11 until
February 5, 2021, the survey
provided information and feedback
opportunities for the OCP and
Zoning Bylaw update and the
Active Transportation Plan. The
survey was developed utilizing the
previous engagement findings and
was reviewed with youth, young
families, and business focus
groups. This was also reviewed at
an Advisory Planning Commission
meeting prior to launch of
the survey.

There were 302 surveys received
and an additional 38 surveys that
were incomplete, yet had to be
included and reviewed in order to
capture important input. The input
received from the surveys will
inform the long-term vision for the
community regarding use of land,
community facilities, infrastructure
and the environment.

SURVEY #3 Available online
from February 12 until March 5,
2021. Prioritizing the Active
Transportation Plan Project Survey
#3 provided community input to
direct the Town in which projects,
identified from the on-line map,
interactive mapping session, and in
Survey #2, should be prioritized.
This key information was, in part,
the basis for the Active
Transportation Report and formed
part of the grant application to the
Province.

SURVEY #4 Available online
and in hardcopy to the public
from September 16 to October
2021. Revisions to the OCP and
Zoning Bylaw were reviewed
by the public.

Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill
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3.0
REGIONAL
CONTEXT
STATEMENT

Port McNeill is one member
municipality in the larger Mount
Waddington Regional District.
The Town is a partner in the
implementation of the Mount
Waddington Regional Plan. As the
economy and demographics of the
regional shift, the District and the
member municipalities must work
together for the success of
economic diversification and
overall health of the region.

The Local Government Act
Section 866 requires member
municipalities to include a regional
context statement in their Official
Community Plan that indicates the
OCP’s relationship with the
Regional Plan. Even though the
Mount Waddington Regional Plan
is not a full regional growth
strategy, the Town has provided a
context statement that identifies
the extent to which the OCP is
consistent with the Regional Plan.

Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill

The context statement outlines
how the Town of Port McNeill will
support the implementation of
the Regional Plan's four
strategic goals:
I.

II.

To encourage development
that supports economic
stability, social well-being and
over the long term improved
economic growth
To encourage the ecologically
sound use of land and water
and the resources which they
provide/ support

III.

To support development that
can be serviced within the
capacity of existing RDMW
services, through privately
funded expansion of existing
RDMW services, or through
privately developed, owned
and maintain services systems

IV.

To support development of
efficient and effective
transportation and
communication services that
provide long term and
efficient linkages within the
RDMW and beyond.

15
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RD Strategic Goals

Encourage development
that supports
economic stability, social
wellbeing and over the
long term improved
economic growth.

Encourage the ecologically
sound use of land and water
and the resources which they
provide/ support.

OCP Policy Response
Section 4.0
Community Vision and
Guiding Principles

OCP Policy Response
Section 4.0
Community Vision and
Guiding Principles

Section 5.0
Culture and Inclusion

Section 8.0
Climate Change

Section 6.0
Economic Development

Section 13.0
Implementation

Section 9.0
Land Use

Section 13.3.2
Steep Slopes

Support development that
can be serviced within the
capacity of existing RDMW
services, through privately funded
expansion of existing RDMW
services, or through privately
developed, owned and maintain
services systems.

OCP Policy Response
Section 9.0
Land Use
Section 11.0
Infrastructure and Growth

Support development
of efficient and effective
transportation and
communication services
that provide long term
and efficient
linkages within the
RDMW and beyond.

OCP Policy Response
Section 4.0
Community Vision and
Guiding Principles
Section 12.0
Transportation

Section 13.4.3
Flood Hazard

Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill
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Economic Prosperity

4.0

Cultural
Vitality

COMMUNITY
VISION AND
GUIDING
PRINCIPLES

Port McNeill’s OCP defines the
vision of the community – how
the community sees itself growing
and developing the future and
what kind of place Port McNeill
will be.

Community
WELL-BEING

Environmental
Sustainability

Social Equity

Key Themes
Themes identified by the
community to include in the OCP
update include Economic
Development, Downtown
Revitalization, and Housing.
Key themes summarized from the
meetings and focus groups.
1. Economic prosperity
2. Social Equity
3. Cultural Vitality
4. Environmental Sustainability

Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill

A number of consistent key themes
emerged from the input received
in meetings, focus groups, and the
community surveys. The
participants expressed enjoyment
of the friendly community feeling
and quiet small-town atmosphere.
Residents enjoy the scenic beauty
with proximity to the natural
environment, ocean, and the
recreation opportunities this
provides. Yet, there is also a desire
for additional housing stock and
growth in the Town to attract
more professionals, businesses and
tourism. The Town is described by
the community as safe and secure
and a great place to raise a family.

The community’s vision was
identified through public
consultation.
The community identified access
to the natural environment, rural
lifestyle, industrial heritage, and
family as key community values.
The vision statement is an outline
of what the community wishes to
become. It, when combined with
the guiding principles and goals,
provides a guide to help in the
Town’s decision making.
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Vision
Port McNeill will continue
to provide an atmosphere of
well-being. A community that
encourages healthy living is a
hometown of choice for
families, entrepreneurs, and
innovative industry, where
people wish to grow and retire.
The Town provides an
environment and community
where people can succeed.
This is nurtured through the
rural lifestyle, access to nature
and a sustainable environment.
It is a place that fosters
Individual potential and
embraces new possibilities.
Here we can pursue our
dreams for generations
to come.

Guiding Principles
1.

Ensure community values are
implemented in access to the
natural environment, rural
lifestyle, industrial heritage,
and family.

2.

Foster community health and
happiness with a focus on the
economic, social, cultural, and
environmental pillars of
sustainability.

3.

Foster community well-being,
the optimal quality of healthy
community.

4.

Foster economic prosperity

5.

Protect and preserve the
environment and scenic
ocean-side town atmosphere.

6.

Revitalize the Downtown.

7.

Ensure housing meets the
needs of the whole
community to provide social
equity.

8.

Create a youth friendly Town
for families.

9.

Create cultural vitality

Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill
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Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill
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5.1 FIRST NATIONS
Culture and Inclusion
OBJECTIVE 1
To build alliances and
relationships in recognition of
First Nations culture and heritage.
POLICY:

5.0
CULTURE AND
INCLUSION

Goals and Guiding
Principles Met: Economic
prosperity, social equity, cultural
vitality, environmental
sustainability goals, community
values implemented, foster
healthy community and happiness
with a focus on the pillars
of sustainability.

1.

Council will work with the
local First Nations to identify
and protect sites of cultural
and historical importance.

2.

Council will invite First Nations
participation for decision
making where decisions will
impact members of the nation.

5.2

Culture and Inclusion
OBJECTIVE 1
To foster community arts, culture
and inclusion.
POLICY:
1.

2.

First Nations
Culture and Inclusion
OBJECTIVE 2
To foster an environment
of healing.
POLICY:
1.

Council will consider working
with the local First Nations to
deliver joint projects that reflect
the culture and heritage of Port
McNeill.

2.

Council will consider working
with local First Nations to
integrate and recognize historical
names and places alongside
historical settler community and
industrial naming.

Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill

3.

4.

The town strives for commonfeatures of age-friendly
communities; such as event
programing for all ages in the
public realm.
•

Outdoor spaces and
public buildings remain
pleasant, clean, secure,
and physically accessible.

•

Consider opportunities to
partner and collaborate with
local First Nations on
initiatives that acknowledge
and celebrate the traditional
territory and cultural values
of First Peoples.

Housing is affordable,
appropriately located,
well-built and designed,
and secure.

•

Support age-friendly and
differently-abled accessibility
for inclusion in social and
cultural participation.

Opportunities exist
for social participation
in leisure, social, cultural
and spiritual activities with
people of all ages and
cultures.

•

Opportunities for
employment and
volunteerism cater to
all ages of peoples
interests and abilities.

•

Community support and
health services are tailored
to meet the needs of aging
population and differently
abled individuals.

Work towards creating a
strategic Inclusion and
Diversity Action Plan that is
unique to the Town and
community values.
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5.3 COMMUNITY
AND IMMIGRANTS

5.4 ARTS
AND HERITAGE

Community and Immigrants
OBJECTIVE 1

Arts and Heritage
OBJECTIVE 1

To encourage a welcoming
and open community to new
residents.

To recognize and celebrate the
Town’s Industrial heritage.

POLICY:

1.

1.

Council will consider working
with local groups to develop
programs to support new
residents such as welcome
wagon.

POLICY:

Arts and Heritage
OBJECTIVE 2

Arts and Heritage
OBJECTIVE 3

To deliver community events
and concerts.

Ensure arts, culture, and
entertainment is supported and
accessible to all ages and abilities
in the community.

POLICY:
1.

Council will work to develop
interpretive signage and stops
of interest along key
pedestrian walkways that
represent local industry.
2.

2.

Community and Immigrants
OBJECTIVE 2

Create points of interest to
highlight the marine heritage.

Continue to establish a central
community open space that
can be used to host
community gatherings.
This should be located in the
downtown area of the Town.
Continue to improve
community calendars and
public notification on-line, in
print, on notice boards.

POLICY:
1.

Enhance partnerships to
increase cultural sectors in
the economy that will enable
cultural development in
the Town.

2.

Work with the RDMW to
develop and implement an
inclusive arts strategy.

3.

Support opportunities to
collaborate with the Kwakiutl
and ‘Namgis First Nations on
arts and culture initiatives.

4.

Continue to support all artists,
organizations, and community
partners through the Towns
cultural policies, planning and
regulatory processes.

5.

Continue to promote arts and
culture programs, services,
and events for all ages and
abilities.

6.

Foster community-led arts and
culture programs that engage
local residents, organizations
and business owners.

To celebrate cultural diversity.
POLICY:
1.

Council will work with the
community to host events to
celebrate Cultural Diversity.

2.

Multicultural events and
participation are encouraged
in all of the community.

Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill
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Arts and Heritage
OBJECTIVE 4

Arts and Heritage
OBJECTIVE 5

Create a strong Town identity
and revitalize the downtown
through public art, seasonal
and permanent displays and
event themes.

The Town’s history, culture and
natural heritage is celebrated.
POLICY:
1.

Continue to strengthen the
town’s identity with the
relationship to the natural
environment and outdoor
recreation in many forms.

2.

Celebrate the Town’s
waterfront and marine
heritage and natural beauty.

POLICY:
1.

Develop a Public Art Policy

2.

Consider incentives to
downtown businesses to
include displays of art on
private property.

3.

Recognize the industrial
heritage of the Town.

4.

Support ideas, experiences,
worldviews, objects, forms of
expressions, practices,
knowledge, spirituality, kinship
ties and places valued by
Indigenous Peoples.

Arts and Heritage
OBJECTIVE 6
Increase the amount of public art
in the Town.

5.5 UNIVERSAL
ACCESSIBILITY AND
INCLUSION

POLICY:
1.

2.

Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill

Secure and maintain art in
public places through:
a) Civic funding;
b) Voluntary position by the
private sector; and,
c) Community initiatives
Encourage and enable
community-led public art
programs with support from
the Town.

2.

Integrate universally
accessible design standards
into development standards.

3.

When retrofit sidewalk, path
or trails consider universal
accessible design during
design and construction.

4.

Promote building design and
construction that consider
accessibility for all levels of
mobility.

OBJECTIVE 1
Provide a community that can be
navigated by all levels of mobility.
POLICY:
1.

Improve the pedestrian realm
with a focus on those with
mobility challenges, through
improved sidewalks, crossings,
lighting, and wayfinding.
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6.0
ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

Goals and Guiding
Principles Met: Economic
prosperity, foster a healthy
community, environmental
sustainability, foster emerging
economic development
opportunities, implement
community values and the
pillars of sustainability,
revitalize downtown,
Port McNeill is the hub of
the North Island and Tourism
remains an important sector in
the Town.

Over the past decade the
economy on the North Island
and in Port McNeill has changed
significantly. Forestry has
historically and is currently a
major economic factor for Port
McNeill, however there is a need
and desire to provide other
economic opportunities to
support a healthy community
and economy.

The Economic Development 2014
plan outlined the following
objectives:

Diversified and
strong economy
•

Major industries in the
region are successful. Local
business grow and prosper.
Local residents have job
opportunity.

Attractive & sought-after
community
•

Tourism and other supporting and
valued added industries provide
additional properties to residents
and allow for local business to
expand and proposer.
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Economic Development
OBJECTIVE 1

To foster downtown revitalization
and redevelopment by
encouraging new business and
development.
POLICY:
1.

Council will explore options
such as the feasibility of a
downtown and waterfront
development revitalization
tax exemptions and other
incentive tools.

2.

Council will develop policies
and regulation that
encourages an active and
vibrant downtown such as a
downtown form and character
development permit area, and
special signage wayfinding
program.

3.

Council will work with the
higher levels of government to
obtain funds to establish
central downtown community
gathering space.

Residents stay in the
community. New families
move to Port McNeill

Engaged Youth
•

6.1
ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

Our youth are healthy
and happy, stay in school and
have access to suitable career
opportunities at home
and away.

Economic Development plans should
be reviewed every three to five years to
align to new community needs and
priorities.
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Economic Development
OBJECTIVE 2

To support and maintain
the natural resource sector
employment in Port McNeill.
POLICY:
1.

The Town will support forestry
and all related industry.

2.

Local industry leaders will be
encouraged to propose
opportunities for existing and
new economic development
options.

3.

4.

The Town will work with the
higher levels of government to
support the health of the
forest sector.
Support local marine and
aquaculture industry as a
primary industry in Port
McNeill.

Economic Development
OBJECTIVE 3

3.

Economic Development
OBJECTIVE 4

To diversify the economy through
a focus on new and emerging
industries.

1.

Explore the establishment of
a business incubator.

2.

Work with the local Chamber
of Commerce and other
business and community
groups to identify gaps and
obstacles to local business.

Economic Development
OBJECTIVE 5

2.

The Town will establish land
development policies that
remove barriers for residential
land development that will
result in a greater diversity
of housing.

POLICY:

3.

Ensure commercial direct
marketing opportunities are a
supported use in the Town.

To encourage the development
and redevelopment of land and
private managed forest lands
inside the boundary of the town.
1.

The Town will actively work
with owners of privately
managed forests to explore

2.

future industrial, commercial,
and residential development
opportunities.

POLICY:
1.

2.

Council will work with the
Chamber and local business to
explore opportunity for high
tech industries.
Council will begin to promote
Port McNeill as a lifestyle
community to attract
companies and individuals
that can work from wellconnected remote locations.

3.

Council will support regional
initiatives that focus on
providing increased internet
access and speeds.

4.

Council will support
advancements in food security
and technology around food
security.

To grow local business
and entrepreneurs.
POLICY:

Work with SD85 to promote
the development of a youth
entrepreneur program.

5.
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Grow local agricultural
economy and support local
food growers.

3.

4.

The Town will develop
available Town-owned land to
support economic
development.
The Town will explore
opportunities for economic
stimulus for development.

Economic Development
OBJECTIVE 6

To establish Port McNeill as
an open for business and
Development Center for the North
Island.
POLICY:
1.

Economic Development
OBJECTIVE 7

To promote Port McNeill
as a main base camp and hub for
allpoint north and North Island
Tourism.
POLICY:
1.

The Town will encourage
opportunities and businesses
that support north island
tourism such as kayak, hiking,
and other ecotourism
operations.

2.

The Town will establish
opportunity for water, land,
air-based tourism operators.

3.

The Town will work with
surrounding communities and
the RD to promote key north
island attractions.

The Town will work to attract
land development in support
of future residential,
commercial, and industrial
development.
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7.0
HOUSING

Goals and Guiding
Principles Met: Social Equity,
access to diverse, affordable, and
suitable housing, provide seniors
housing, foster a healthy
community, implement the pillars
of sustainability, ensure housing
meets the needs of the whole
community, community values
implemented

The population density in Port
McNeill is 169.7 per square
kilometer. Port McNeill is 14
square kilometers. The population
in 2016 was 2,337, which is down
from 2,505 in 2011.

The current housing composition
in Port McNeill is:

The largest population of Port
McNeill is the age group of 55 to
59 years old. Private residences
occupied by usual residents was
1,010.
An average year has
approximately 2-5 housing starts.
The 47.8 hectares represents
decades of residential housing
stock.
The housing stock is aging. Most
of the housing was constructed
before 2000 and over half
constructed before 1981.
Approximately two/thirds of all the
housing is owner occupied, with
one third rental housing.

Housing and access to housing is
an issue across Vancouver Island.
It is essential for Port McNeill to
encourage housing diversity and
affordability. It is essential for
vibrant communities.
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The Three Key
housing issues
are:

Availability
Lack of Housing Diversity
Affordability

VACANCY RATES
Currently there is 47.8 hectares of
land zoned for residential uses, 6.6
hectares owned by the town and
41.2 hectares owned privately.
Short term stay housing can
support both tourism and local
industries. However, it has the
ability to impact vacancy rates due
to the loss of rental units.

DIVERSITY
The main area of need is within
what is known as the “missing
middle” such as duplexes and row
housing. These are the forms of
housing that enable new home
buyers to enter the market.
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7.1
HOUSING OBJECTIVES
Housing
OBJECTIVE 1

To diversify the housing stock
POLICY:
1.

Consider allowing secondary
suites in all single-family zones

2.

Consider allowing carriage
housing on a site-specific basis
through rezoning applications.

6.

Encourage residential
development on land already
zoned for residential uses
using incentives and expedited
permit review processes.

Housing
OBJECTIVE 2

1.

Actively lobby prospective
partners for the development
of seniors housing.

2.

Work with developers (known
and new) to purchase or use
Town owned land to develop a
seniors housing complex.

Consider rezoning for duplex
and townhouses in established
neighborhoods if requirements
of:
a. Height
b. Parking
c. Design
d. Views
e. Traffic are met

7.

Consider incentives to
encourage residential
development of vacant infill
lots and Town-owned lots.

8.

Zoning regulations, as
appropriate, to increase
permitted housing typologies
in residential and mixed-use
zones.

4.

Enable the development of
Tiny homes (a home less than
47m2) through rezoning
applications.

9.

5.

Consider permitting Tiny
Homes as a secondary
dwelling lots if requirements
of:
a. Parking
b. Servicing
c. Lot coverage
d. Needs are met

Affordable, rental and special
needs/supportive housing –
including seniors housing – will
be permitted throughout the
Town with preference given to
locations or nodes that
provide amenities and
services.

3.
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To enable residents to stay in the
community to age in place.
POLICY:
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The Town of Port McNeill is a
signatory the Climate Action
Charter (CAC). Our community has
committed to:
(i) being carbon neutral
in respect of their operations
by 2012
(ii) measuring and reporting on
their community’s GHG emissions
profile; and

8.0

(iii) creating complete, compact,
more energy efficient rural and
urban communities. (e.g., foster a
built environment that supports a
reduction in car dependency and
energy use, establish policies and
processes that support fast
tracking of green development
projects, adopt zoning practices
that encourage land use patterns
that increase density and reduce
sprawl.).

CLIMATE AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Goals and Guiding
Principles Met: Environmental
sustainability, greenhouse gas
reductions from public buildings,
enable complete neighbourhoods
with compact land use forms,
social equity, foster a
healthy community, protect
Community Wide
and preserve the
Targets
environment and scenic
ocean-side atmosphere and
foster community well40%
being for quality of a

2030

Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill

8.2 ENVIRONMENT

OBJECTIVE 1

OBJECTIVE 1

To reduce overall community
Green House Gas and meet
commitment to the CAC.

To reduce the impact of urban
sprawl on natural and resource
areas.

POLICY:

POLICY:

1.

1.

Town will focus on
development of existing lands
through incentives such as tax
or frontage works reductions.

2.

Develop policies that
encourage a complete
neighbourhood and a walkable
community.

3.

New development should
integrate Active
Transportation (AT)
infrastructure, sidewalks
and bike lanes.

The Town of Port McNeil will
strive to reduce community
wide GHG emissions to:
I. 40% less than 2007 by 2030
II. 60% less than 2007 by 2040
III. 80% less than 2007 By 2050

2.

The Town of Port McNeill will
continue to measure and
report on the community’s
GHG emissions profile.

Climate
OBJECTIVE 2
To ensure growth in Port McNeill
occurs in a manner that supports
active living and reduce GHGs
POLICY:

80%

60%

healthy community and
pillars of sustainability.

2007

8.1 CLIMATE

2040

2050

1. The Town of Port McNeill
will strive to develop in a
manner the achieves
Sustainable Land Use Patterns.
This will be reflected in the
Towns future proposed land
use designations.
2. The Town will complete
facilities use assessment of
existing facilities to assist in
determination of building
energy efficiency of existing
facilities.

Environment
OBJECTIVE 2
To protect natural assets and
environmentally sensitive areas.
POLICY:
1.

The Town will develop a
Development Permit Area to
promote the protection of
streams and to meet the
Riparian Area Regulations
(RAR).
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9.1 RESIDENTIAL

9.0

The purpose of the residential
designation allows a broad range
of existing and future residential
uses including single family homes
to walk up apartment buildings.
The proposed residential use
include:

LAND USE

Goals and Guiding
Principles Met: Social Equity,
Environmental Sustainability, focus
on pillars of sustainability and
housing to meet the needs of the
community.
Land Use designations outlined
below, are shown on the
Proposed Future Land Use Maps.
The following sections outlines
the intent, uses and future
considerations for each land use.
The land use shown on the
Proposed Land Use Map typically
follow parcel boundaries,
however OCP boundaries should
be considered approximate as
they reflect proposed future uses
on a site.

•

Single Family homes
with or without suites

•

Duplexes

•

Townhomes

•

Apartments

Residential
OBJECTIVE 1
To ensure adequate land is
available for residential
development for 10 years.
POLICY:
1.
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The Town will use its
residential land assessment to
confirm land availability. This
will occur concurrently with
the required Housing Needs
Reporting.

Residential
OBJECTIVE 2
To enable flexible living
arrangements for both first time
home buyers and residents who
wish to age in place.
POLICY:
1.

Council will consider zoning
that will permit secondary
suites in single family homes in
designated areas in the Town.

2.

The Town will use its zoning
bylaw to enable the
development of a wide range
of housing types to support a
diversity of housing.

Residential
OBJECTIVE 3
To promote a wide range of
housing types while reducing
conflict between high and lower
density neighborhoods.
POLICY:
1. The Town will enable higher
residential densities uses
closer to key amenities such as
school, downtown and
recreational facilities.

9.2 COMMERCIAL
The commercial designation
provides for retail, services, and
office commercial uses. The
designation encompasses sub
areas such as highway commercial
and downtown commercial
designations. The typical uses
include restaurants, offices,
personal and professional services,
and tourist accommodations.
28
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9.2.1
DOWNTOWN
This area falls generally adjacent to
the waterfront and includes the
area designated “Downtown” on
the Proposed Land Use Map.
Typical downtown uses include
eating and drinking, tourism
accommodation, retail sales,
office, and personal and
professional service
establishments.
The downtown acts as the heart of
the community with the primary
community attractions for both
residents and visitors.

Downtown
OBJECTIVE 1
To encourage increased vitality
and redevelopment within the
downtown.
POLICY:
1. Council will prioritize
downtown for activity-based
retail and support commercial
activities.
2.

Council will develop a signage
standard specially for
downtown.

3.

Council will support events in
the downtown that highlight
and showcase local
businesses.

9.3
INSTITUTIONAL
The purpose of the Institutional
land use designation is to provide
for services and operations that
are institutional in nature. These
uses typically include schools,
hospitals, fire halls and other
civic uses.

Institutional
OBJECTIVE 1
To use town’s-built assets and
resources in an effective and
efficient manner.
POLICY:
1. The Town will catalogue and
inventory of Town owned
buildings. This includes the old
school building, townhall and
the museum.
2.
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Council will conduct a facilities
assessment with the intent of
determining existing and
future uses for Town owned
assets.
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9.6 PARKS

9.4 MARINE
The marine land use designation is
associated with the foreshore and
water directly adjacent to the
foreshore. This area is envisioned
to provide industrial, commercial
and recreational opportunities for
the town.

Marine
OBJECTIVE 1

Marine
OBJECTIVE 2
To provide access to the foreshore
and shoreline for tourism and
recreational purposes.
POLICY:
1.

To encourage marine based
industry.
POLICY:
1. The Town will assess the
zoning and land use along the
foreshore to provide
opportunity for marine based
industry.

2.
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The Town will identify areas
that are suitable for
recreational and park uses
that provide access to the
shoreline.
The Town will identify areas
on the foreshore for tourist
amenities including kayaking
and pleasure craft facilities.

9.5 RURAL/ NATURAL
RESOURCE, MINING
The rural resource area identifies
areas that are suitable for rural
and resource-based industry uses.
This area encompasses the lands
suitable for mining and resource
extraction activities.

Parks form a part of the
atmosphere of the Town of Port
McNeill that is vitally important to
the community.
The Town is situated in a natural
environment that is valued for the
recreation opportunities it
provides. The Park land use
designation delineates the location
and area of existing parks (future
parks are identified in the
Recreation and culture section).

Parks
OBJECTIVE 1
To provide parks and green
spaces within 500m of all
residential uses.
POLICY:
1.

Council will develop a parks
master plan to inventory
existing parks and provide a
framework to establish new
parks.

2.

The Town will continue to
create strong, compact and
complete neighbourhoods.

Resource
OBJECTIVE 1
To provide areas for resourcebased industries.
POLICY:
1.

Will support new and
expanded resource-based
industries.

30

Page 50 of 169

SECTION 9.0: LAND USE

Parks
OBJECTIVE 2

Create a vision for the waterfront.
POLICY:
1.

Council will develop a vision
for the waterfront with
existing and future parks and
trails included.

2.

Cultural importance of the
Kwakiutl and ‘Namgis First
Nations will be recognized.

3.

The working waterfront will
be a key element.

9.7 INDUSTRIAL
The industrial designation
identifies the areas that are
suitable for light, medium and
heavy industrial uses. This form of
development often needs specific
road and infrastructure to support
the numerous activities that may
occur in this designation. Typical
uses include activities that are
associated with heavy traffic,
require large areas for outdoor
storage of material and
equipment, and often are
accompanied by high levels of
noise and/or emissions. These can
include automotive services, auto
body shops, manufacturing,
contractor’s yards, freight transfer
yards, and warehousing. There are
current water pressure issues in

this area and as such new
development will need to provide
upgrades to enable future
development.

Industrial
OBJECTIVE 1

To provide light industrial land
to enable uses to move from
downtown to a more suitable
location.
POLICY:
1.
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Prior to rezoning to industrial,
council must ensure capacity
and pressure issues are
addressed. Identify lands for
both current and future
expansion of light industrial
uses to support increased
employment opportunities.
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10.0
PARKS AND
RECREATION

Goals and Guiding
Principles Met: Environmental
Sustainability Goals with complete
neighbourhoods, access to the
natural environment, community
well-being with community health,
create a youth friendly Town
for families.

Parks play an important role in
the community and provide
opportunities for physical activity
and relaxation, a place for
residents to meet, and protect
sensitive ecosystems and habitat.

2.

Implement a Park Designation
Bylaw to provide consistent
identification of city parks.

3.

Upon subdivision, the 5%
dedication of land for parks
will be used to acquire lands
that complement the Town’s
park and trail system and to
fulfill park needs.

Parks and Recreation
OBJECTIVE 1

The Town will continue to provide
and improve parks and open
space locations and opportunity
for recreation for the community.
POLICY:
1.
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Public owned lands will be
considered for additional
parks and recreation
opportunities.

4.

The Town will encourage
subdivision applicants to
dedicate more that 5% of a
parcel where portions of the
parcel are largely
undevelopable, and the
proposed dedicated area can
serve some park or open
space functions, protect
environmentally sensitive
areas and/or avoid natural
hazards.

5.

The option to accept cash in
lieu of 5% dedication will be
considered under one or more
of the following
circumstances:

§

5% of total parcel size would
be too small for a park or trail
component,

§

no part of the parcel would
complement the park or
trailway system; and

§

No local park land needs are
identified.
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Parks and Recreation
OBJECTIVE 2

Improve the livability of the
community by identifying and
securing parks that meet the
needs of all residents.
POLICY:
1.

Future park locations will be
generally identified in a parks
master plan.

2.

Determine a funding
mechanism for
implementation of a Parks
Master Plan and review every
five years.

3.

All residents should have
access to green space within
500m of their home. The Town
will strategically purchase land
for parks to meet this goal.

Parks and Recreation
OBJECTIVE 3

Support initiatives between
the Town and RDMW to
produce trail and Park
publications for residents and
visitors.

1.
2.

Enhance pedestrian access
points with waterfront areas.

Utilize existing town owned
land in identification of future
park locations.
In partnership with the
RDMW, support the creation
and expansion of natural areas
or passive parkland serving the
needs of the community.

3.

When possible obtain new
parks along the waterfront
areas.

2.

Universal design will be
implemented in Town parks in
redevelopment or new parks.

4.

Increase pedestrian continuity
between the water’s edge and
street network.

3.

Consider a variety of
programming to engage
all ages.

4.

Maintain accessible, common
recreation facilities.

4.

5.
6.

Maintain and improve access to
waterfront
POLICY:
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Explore a Waterfront
Access Plan.

Parks and Recreation
OBJECTIVE 4

Parks will be a space for all ages to
be active and engaged within the
community.
POLICY:
1.

The Town will endeavour to
have parks located within a
500 meter walking distance
throughout the Town.

Parks and Recreation
OBJECTIVE 5

To encourage active living the
community has convenient access
to community parks, open spaces,
facilities, amenities, and programs
close to where they live.
POLICY:
1.

Continue to provide and
improve indoor and outdoor
recreational facilities and
opportunities throughout the
Town with a range of activities
and events.
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11.1
POPULATION GROWTH

11.0
INFRASTRUCTURE
AND GROWTH

The Town’s population has
decreased over the last 20 years.
This decrease has resulted in the
loss of some amenities and makes
it difficult to attract new business
and amenities. A stable and
growing population will support
economic development and
diversification, provide new
housing opportunities and
encourage the development of
new local amenities.

Growth
OBJECTIVE 1
Goals and Guiding
Principles Met: Social equity goals
of access to diverse, affordable,
and suitable housing, provide
seniors housing, Forster a healthy
community, Environmental
Sustainability Goals of enabling
complete neighbourhoods, focus
on community health and wellbeing, economic prosperity, and
housing for all.

To grow by 2% per year for the
next 20 years.
POLICY:
1.

The Town will actively
promote the residential
affordability advantage of the
community to attract new
residents.

2.

The Town will promote growth
through implementation of
the Economic Development
Plan and explore innovative
ways to attract families to
the Town.

3.

The Town will actively explore
ways to develop growth
through the ecotourism
opportunities and the unique
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position of the Town as the
gateway to the North Island.

11.2.1 SANITARY
INFRASTRUCTURE

4.

The Town will explore ways
with community to activate
recruitment of Health Care
professionals.

5.

The Town will advocate for the
development of existing
residentially zoned properties
within the town boundary to
provide for new housing
options in the community.

The Town sanitary sewer consists
of 12.x km of sanitary mains with
three lift stations. The raw sewage
is piped to the treatment system
located south of the town, which is
treated and then discharged to the
ocean. The overall system is
functioning well, however, there
are some known bottlenecks
where the infrastructure is
beginning to age.

11.2 INFRASTRUCTURE
The Town’s infrastructure consists
of a system of storm water and
sanitary mains that run the length
of the Town. This equates to
approximately 30 Km of total
pipes. The operation and
maintenance of this infrastructure
is essential for the financial health
of the town. Planning to manage
these built assets is a primary
function of the Town and is
needed to facilitate future growth
and development. Sustainable
communities control the costs of
servicing existing and future
development, which lessens
pressure to raise taxes resulting in
more money freed for other
services such as parks and
recreation facilities.

11.2.2 WATER
INFRASTRUCTURE
The water system consists of three
ground water wells. The wells have
adequate capacity for both existing
uses and future growth.
The water is currently not treated.
There are some now low pressure
and volume areas that are the
result of aging infrastructure.
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11.2.3
STORM SYSTEMS
The Storm water system is made
up of a combination of open
ditches and pipes. The primary
discharge location is along the
waterfront. As with the other
infrastructure assets, the system is
functioning adequately, however
new development will trigger
system upgrades.

2.

3.

related to servicing the
new development.

4.

The Town will develop a built
asset inventory and capacity
assessment. This will be
used to develop an asset
management plan with a
focus to repair and replace
key assets that hinder new
development.

Infrastructure
OBJECTIVE 1
To efficiently use existing
infrastructure.

5.

POLICY:
1.

Will not extend service beyond
the municipal boundary.

2.

Require all development
within the boundary to
connect to services where and
when they are provided.

Infrastructure
OBJECTIVE 2
To plan for the replacement and
extension of services to support
future developments.
POLICY:
1.

Council will require new
development to pay the
proportion of the
infrastructure cost directly

The Town will explore the
feasibility of a Development
Cost Charges bylaw to help
fund infrastructure upgrades
triggered by new
development.

Infrastructure
OBJECTIVE 4
To protect the health of residents.
POLICY:
1.

Council will work to provide
potable water that meets the
4-3-2-1water quality
objectives of Island Health.

11.3
BOUNDARY EXTENSION
Council will consider boundary
extensions as needed based on
designation on the land use map.

Boundary Extension
OBJECTIVE 1
To ensure there is adequate land
for future development.

Infrastructure
OBJECTIVE 3
To enable growth and
development.
POLICY:
1.

The Town will implement an
Asset Management Plan.
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The Town will work with
developers and landowners to
address infrastructure capacity
issues to encourage
development.

POLICY:
1.

Any proposed boundary
extension may only occur if
80% infill of a specific land use
designation; as defined in the
Land Use Map, has occurred
and it can be shown that there
is a vacancy rate of less than
5% within existing buildings
for the proposed use. The
future expansion areas are
shown on the proposed
Future Land Use map.
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12.1 TRANSPORTATION
AND CONNECTIVITY

12.0
TRANSPORTATION

The proximity of workplaces,
shopping, and recreation to where
people live has a direct effect on
how people travel. Land uses and
densities determine what mode of
transportation is used to get to
destinations.

Transportation
OBJECTIVE 1

Support transportation options
that reduce fossil fuel dependence
and greenhouse gas emissions.
Goals and Guiding Principles Met:
Environmental sustainability and
greenhouse gas reduction, foster
community well-being and healthy
community, focus on the pillars of
sustainability, create a youth
friendly town for families, create
cultural vitality.
Land use is a significant factor
that affects how people travel.
The Towns role in regulating land
use has a tremendous impact on
whether people walk, cycle, or
drive to work, shopping, and
recreation. Provincial vehicle
emission standards, regional
transportation systems, and
transportation related programs
and incentives also play a role on
transportation modes.

Transportation
and Connectivity
OBJECTIVE 1

The town’s road infrastructure
meets the needs of the residents
and businesses utilizing best
management policies in a fiscally
responsible manner.
POLICY:
1.

Improvements to street
networks will be consistent
with the Active Transportation
Plan and the priorities
outlined.

2.

Projects in the Active
Transportation Plan and the
priorities continue to be
implemented based on the
funding as it is available.

3.

The cost of transportation
infrastructure should be borne
by the development which
they serve.

POLICY:
1.

Enable complete
neighbourhoods through
compact land use forms
(reduce reliance on vehicles).

2.

Support transportation
options, such as active
transportation, to reduce GHG
emissions.

3.

Implement an Electric Vehicle
(EV) charging stations Plan.

4.

Provide incentive for
alternatives to vehicle
commuting.

5.

Continue to maintain streets
and sidewalks to encourage
alternate forms of
transportation.
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Transportation
and Connectivity
OBJECTIVE 2

To enable orderly road
connection with lands within
the Regional District.
POLICY:
1.

New road construction and
enhancements must be
consistent with the objectives
of the Regional District for
connectivity and standards.
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12.2 ACTIVE
TRANSPORTATION
Prioritization of alternative
transportation modes, such as
walking and cycling, and present
opportunities to encourage nonautomobile travel for trips.

5.

Support use of mobility
scooters, skateboards, and
other alternative active
transportation mobility
modes.

OBJECTIVE 1
Implement Town-wide
improvements to the existing
pedestrian and cycling network to
support universal accessibility.

OBJECTIVE 2
Maintain and implement trail
connectivity to the region.

POLICY:

POLICY:

1.

Maintain sidewalks and keep
clear of physical obstructions
for comfortable pedestrian
movement.

1.

2.

Implement priority
projects from the Active
Transportation Plan in an
order that takes advantage of
available funding
opportunities.

The town will work with the
Regional district to promote
trail connectivity between Port
McNeill and adjacent rural
communities such as Nimpkish
Heights and Hyde Creek.

2.

The town will consider active
transport updates on
infrastructure routes identified
in the Active Transportation
Plan.

3.

The town will provide
efficient, safe network of
pathways, trails, and bike
routes that are accessible and
support alternative forms of
transportation by
implementing the Active
Transportation Plan.

3.

4.

Consider improvements to
the pedestrian and cycling
experience, including those
with mobility challenges,
through improved crossings,
lighting, and wayfinding.
Support cycling through onstreet bike parking, and good
maintenance procedures,
route signage, and end of trip
facilities in development.
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13.1
TOOLS FOR
IMPLEMENTATION

13.0
IMPLEMENTATION

There are many tools that the
Town can use to implement the
vision outlined in this document.
The following list provides a
summary of tools that can be used
to support the implementation of
this Bylaw.
Downtown Revitalization
§
§
§

Goals and Guiding Principles Met:
Economic prosperity, social equity,
cultural vitality, environmental
sustainability goals, community
values implemented, foster
community health and well-being
with a focus on the pillars of
sustainability, economic
prosperity, protect and preserve
the environment and ocean-side
town atmosphere, revitalize the
downtown, ensure housing meets
the needs of the whole community
to provide social equity, create a
youth friendly Town for families,
create cultural vitality.
Implement a Development
Procedures Bylaw.

§

Revitalization Tax Exemption
Business Improvement
Associations
Development Permit
Guidelines
Density Bonusing

Infrastructure Management
and Funding
§

Development Cost Charges

§

Subdivision and Development
Servicing Bylaw

§

Works and Service
Agreements

Food Security
§

§

Parks, Culture and Recreation
§
§
§

Parks Master Plan
Facilities Utilization Study
Public Art Policy

Land Development and
Administration
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
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Subdivision and Development
Servicing Bylaw
Development Procedures
Bylaw
Temporary Use Permits
Development Permits
Delegation Bylaw for technical
development permit review
Local Improvement areas
Density Bonusing

Work with farmers market
organizations to ensure
suitable locations and
supports
Allow farm gate and yard gate
stands to enable residents to
share/ and or sell produce and
consider controlling through
design guidelines

13.2
FACILITY UTILIZATION
OBJECTIVE 1

Existing facilities are managed to
address the needs of the
community.
POLICY:
1.

2.

Council will catalogue and
asses all town owned
properties and buildings for
existing and future uses.

3.

Where feasible the Town will
locate town operations in
existing town owned buildings

4.

Where buildings and facilities
are deemed surplus the town
will explore opportunities for
partnerships to redevelop the
sites to support the objectives
of the OCP. Where not
possible the town will explore
the sale of the properties.

DEVELOPMENT
APPROVAL
INFORMATION
Pursuant to the establishment
of a Development Approval
Information Area bylaw, the area
covered by this OCP is designated
as a development approval
information area under the
authority of Section 485 of the
Local Government Act, as amended
time to time.
Development approval information
will be required for:
(a) Zoning bylaw amendments;
(b) Temporary use permits, and;
(c) Development permits.

The operating budget will be
reviewed yearly to determine
highest and best use for each
facility.
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13.3
TEMPORARY USE
PERMITS
All lands shall be designated as
being eligible for consideration for
the issuance of Temporary Use
Permits. The consideration of
applications for a temporary use
permit shall be conditional upon
the applicant providing:

13.4
DEVELOPMENT
PERMITS, AREAS
AND GUIDELINE

a) A detailed description of the
proposed use and the duration
of the proposed activity;
b) Plans for mitigating
potentially harmful impacts on
the environment, adjacent
lands, and the local community;
c) Applicable provincial and
federal government approvals
or permits;
d) A plan for rehabilitation
of the site following the
discontinuance of the proposed
temporary use;
e) Other information required to
fully evaluate the application.

Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill
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13.4.1
DOWNTOWN
REVITALIZATION
Designation
In accordance with the provisions
of Sections 488 (1) (d) and (f) of
the Local Government Act, all of
the lands shown as downtown on
Proposed Land Use Map;
Development Permit Area, shall
be subject to approval for a
development permit in accordance
with the following development
permit guidelines for the purposes
of:
(d) revitalization of an area in
which a commercial use is
permitted
(f) establish of objectives for the
form and character of commercial,
industrial, or multi-family
residential development

Justification

Guidelines

Building Design

Commercial, industrial, and multifamily residential development in
the downtown area is designated
within a Development Permit Area
in response to the following
objectives:

Development Permits issued in this
area shall be in accordance with
the following guidelines:

Building should strive to reduce
the apparent mass of structures
and to integrate the development
within its site and local context.
Variety of uses and pedestrian
interest should be expressed in the
design of buildings, especially at
ground level.

§

§

§

§

Development permits are
required for all forms of
development within a
Development Permit Area except
those described under
‘Exemptions’. ‘Development’
means any residential, commercial,
or industrial structures or
ancillary uses.

Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill

Recognize the downtown area
as a critical area due, in part,
to its high potential for new
development and
redevelopment;
Ensure a high quality of both
tourist oriented commercial
development and new
residential development;
Encourage uses, building
design and landscaping which
build on the unique
opportunities presented by
the inner harbour; and
Establish design guidelines for
development within the
waterfront area to maintain
the small-town character,
promote compatibility and
architectural integrity with
existing development, and
preserve views.

Site Design
Site should be designed to locate
site servicing and utilities, parking
and access, to maximize pedestrian
safety and enhance existing
properties.
Off-street surface parking,
access and loading areas should
be located to the side or rear of
the building.
Enclosed and unenclosed storage
areas such as refuse areas and
outdoor storage should be locate
in an area that is screened from
public view. These shall not
be located in front of the
principle building.
When designing the site, the
design should preserve and create
view and pedestrian corridors to
the waterfront.

Buildings and structures should be
permanent in nature and should
not be trailers or appear to be
temporary structures.
Mechanical equipment should
be screened from public view.
These include, but are not limited
to vents, meters, AC units and
transformers.
Building materials should be of
high quality an include materials
such as wood timbers, cultured
stone, shakes but shall not include
vinyl siding or stucco.
Entrances should be reinforced
architecturally to provide building
identity and address. Commercial
entries tend to be public, and
residential entries tend to be
private, and should therefore be
designed accordingly.
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Where possible, locate main
entrances with access from public
streets and sidewalks.
Ground floor entries should be
weather protected to provide
comfort for pedestrians. Examples
include awnings, covered
entrances, or recessed entrances.
Building design elements, details,
and materials should create a
proportional and pedestrian scale
building form.
Where new development is
taller than existing adjacent
development, buildings and
groups of buildings should
transition in scale from larger to
smaller developments and should
not inadvertently block any key
view planes to the waterfront.
Buildings should be designed to
avoid blank walls that face a street.
During design of a building the
colour palate should be selected to
enhance, not detract from, the
surrounding neighborhood.

Landscaping
and Screening
Landscape screening requirements
should be supplemented to
separate parking clusters and to
mask storage and service areas
from any adjacent residential uses
and pedestrian view.
Natural landscape and significant
tree stands should be retained
and incorporated into site
development plans when feasible.
Storage and service areas should
be screened with decorative walls,
fencing, hedging, planting, or other
screening materials, or a
combination of these materials.

Access and Circulation
Bicycle parking should provide
0.25 spaces per each 100m²
(1,076.4 ft²) of gross leasable area;
Bicycle racks:
§

should be located within 15m
(49.2 ft.) of a building entry;

§

shall be situated in well-lit
locations, clearly visible from
building entries and/ or public
roads;

§

shall be made of sturdy, theftresistant material, securely
anchored to the ground;

§

shall be designed to support
the bicycle frame, not the
wheels, and allow both the
frame and the front wheel to
be locked to the rack with a
U-style lock.

Developments should be designed
for ease of movement and
consider principles of universal
design. Visual, tactile and acoustic
elements and barrier-free changes
in grade and road crossings should
be considered in all aspects of
design.
Developments shall require design
of access points to provide for safe
access and egress of vehicles and
pedestrians, including
consideration of minimizing
conflicts with pedestrian traffic.

Development should maintain
pedestrian connectivity through
the site to key waterfront
destinations.

Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill
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13.4.2
Steep slopes
Development
Permit Guidelines
Designation
In accordance with the provisions
of Sections 488 (1) (a) and (b) of
the Local Government Act, all the
lands located within 7.5m from a
slope 30% or greater are a
Development Permit Area and
shall be subject to approval for
development permit in accordance
with the following development
permit guidelines for the
purposes of:
§

protection of development
from hazardous conditions.

Justification

Guidelines

Steep slopes are subject to
potential risk of hazards such as
landslides and erosion. Steepness
of slope, however, does not
necessarily correlate with slope
stability, which depends on many
factors. As a result, precautions
are needed to ensure development
activity does not create hazardous
conditions.

Prior to issuance of a
development permit, the potential
for both rock and soil slope
instability and the impact of the
proposed development should be
addressed by a site-specific
investigation and report prepared
by a qualified registered
professional with specific
experience in geotechnical
engineering and/or engineering
geology.

The following guidelines are
intended to allow land to be used
for its planned purposes, while also
protecting residents and property
from the potential risk of natural
hazards.

Development permits are required
for all forms of development
within a Development Permit Area
except those described under
‘Exemptions’. ‘Development’
means any residential, commercial
or industrial structures or
ancillary uses.

The report should address the
following:
a) The potential for soil and rock
slope instability, including the
potential for rockfalls, supported
by documentation of the extent of
anticipated instability, accurate
field determination of slope crest
location or other geological
features. Site plans and slope
profiles should be provided.
b) Geotechnical considerations of
cut and fill slope stability with
recommendations and restrictions
on excavation, blasting and filling.

d) Possible evidence of slope
conditions that might indicate an
imminent landslide or rockfall
hazard.
e) Groundwater conditions and the
potential slope instability which
might be caused by groundwater
seepage due to drainage and septic
field system.
f) In all areas underlain by
limestone, the potential for the
existence of solution cavities and
sinkholes and the implications of
such features for the proposed
development.
g) Erosion potential by ocean
waves or drain discharges.
h) The maintenance of vegetation
on soil slopes and within the
setback zone above the slopes to
minimize erosion; the necessity for
selective scaling, rock bolting and
tree removal to improve stability
conditions, on a site-specific basis,
in areas of bedrock.

c) Possible building envelopes in
relation to natural or cut slope
crests and possible rockfall zones.

Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill
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13.4.3
Flood Hazard
Development Permit
Guidelines
Designation
In accordance with the provisions
of Sections 488 (1) (a) and (b) of
the Local Government Act,
all the lands within 30m of a
water course or sea are a
Development Permit Area and
shall be subject to approval for
development permit in accordance
with the following development
permit guidelines for the purposes
of:
§

Justification

Guidelines

Watercourses creeks and lands
around streams and the harbour
are subject to flooding from time
to time. The following guidelines
are intended to allow land to be
used for its planned purpose(s),
while also protecting, residents
and property from the potential
risk of natural hazards.

Prior to issuance of a
development permit, the
application shall be responsible for
completing a report by a qualified
registered professional with
appropriate education, training
and experience to provide
professional services related to
floodplain mapping and analysis in
the province.

protection of development
from hazardous conditions.

Development permits are required
for all forms of development
within a Development Permit Area
except those described under
‘Exemptions’. ‘Development’
means any residential, commercial
or industrial structures or
ancillary uses.

The stormwater management
potential for erosion or flooding,
and the impact of the proposed
development on, or by, flood
hazard conditions should be
addressed by a site-specific
investigation and report.
The report should address the
following:
a) The potential impacts of
proposed development relative to
flood hazards.
b) Required flood proofing or other
measures needed to provide
suitable protection of structures
intended for human occupancy.

Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill
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13.4.4 Interface Fire
Hazard Development
Permit Guidelines
Designation
In accordance with the provisions
of Sections 488 (1) (a) and (b) of
the Local Government Act, all the
lands that fall within 30m of
standing forest is defined as a
Development Permit Area and
shall be subject to approval for
development permit in accordance
with the following development
permit guidelines for the purposes
of:
§

protection of the natural
environment, its ecosystems
and biological diversity;

§

protection of development
from hazardous conditions.

Development permits are required
for all forms of development
within a Development Permit Area
except those described under
‘Exemptions’. ‘Development’
means any residential, commercial
or industrial structures or
ancillary uses.

Justification

Guidelines

The Town has designated all lands
that fall within 30m of standing
forest as an Interface Fire Hazard
Development Permit Area
pursuant to provisions in the Local
Government Act. The justification
for this designation is to ensure
that the Town has the ability to
regulate development within high
wildfire hazard risk areas to
minimize associated risk to people
and property from wildfire
hazards.

For new development in high-risk
interface fire hazard areas,
applications must be accompanied
by a wildfire hazard assessment
and interface mitigation plan
prepared by a qualified
professional that minimizes the
risk associated with the proposed
development/ building concept.

Exemptions
1) Minor renovations involving
25% or less of the façade of an
existing building (but not including
expansion of the floorplate or
cantilevered elements) are exempt
from the Development Permit
application approval process.

Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill

1) The wildfire hazard assessment
and interface mitigation must be
developed in accordance to Fire
Smart principles.

4) Where possible, developments
shall incorporate fire breaks
adjacent to residential areas.
These may be in the form of
cleared parkland, roads, or trails.
5) Landscape plans must be
prepared in consultation with a
qualified professional, and provide
recommendations for ensuring
minimal fuel loading within
landscaped areas.

2) Larger residential development
are encouraged to be cluster
residential densities to limit the
interface.
3) For larger developments, it is
encouraged that access that can
accommodate fire vehicle for
fighting wildfire in interface areas
is established along the periphery
of the development.
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MAPS
Maps are provided for convenience
purpose. For Official Maps please
contact or visit Town Hall.
Official Community Plan | Town of Port McNeill

45

Town of Port McNeill

ZONING BYLAW

Bylaw No.705, 2021

Page 65 of 169

Bylaw No. 705, 2021
Zoning Bylaw
TOWN OF PORT MCNEILL
ZONING BYLAW NO. xxxx, 2021

TABLE OF CONTENTS

DIVISION

DESCRIPTION

PAGE NUMBER

Part 1
Repeal……………………………………………………………...3
Part 2
Title .............................................................................................4
Part 3
Administration .............................................................................4
Part 4
Interpretation ..............................................................................5
Part 5
General Provisions ………………………………………………15
Part 6
Zones..........................................................................................24
Part 7
Rural Zones
7.1
Rural Residential: A-1 Zone………………………………………25
7.2
Small Holding: A-2 Zone ………………………………………. 26
Part 8 Residential Zones
8.1
Residential One: R-1 Zone ………………………………………28
8.2
Residential Two: R-2 Zone ……………………………………. 29
8.3
Residential Three: R-3 Zone …………………………………. 31
8.4
Residential Four: R-4 Zone ……………………………………...32
8.5
Residential Multiple One: RM-1 Zone …………………………33
8.6
Residential Manufactured Home One: RMH-1 Zone …………. 35
8.7
Comprehensive Development One: CD1 Zone…………………36
Part 9 Commercial Zones
9.1
Commercial One: C-1 Zone …………………………………… 38
9.2
Commercial Two: C-2 Zone …………………………………… 40
9.3
Commercial Service One: CS-1 Zone ………………………… 42
9.4
Commercial Service Two: CS-2 Zone ………………………… 43
9.5
Marine Pleasure Commercial: MPC…………………………… 44
Part 10 Industrial zones
10.1
Industrial One: M-1 Zone ………………………………………45
10.2
Industrial Two: M-2 Zone ………………………………………46
10.2
Marine Heavy Industrial: MHI Zone …………………………... 48
10.3
Marine Industrial Commercial: MIC Zone ……………………… 48
Part 11 Public Use Zones
11.1
Public Use: P-1 Zone …………………………………………… 49
11.2
Marine Recreation Pleasure: MRP Zone…………………………49
Zoning Map ………………………………………………………Schedule “A”

1
Page 66 of 169

Bylaw No. 705, 2021
Zoning Bylaw

2
Page 67 of 169

Bylaw No. 705, 2021
Zoning Bylaw

Part 1 – Repeal
Bylaw No. 671, 2016 and all amendments thereto are hereby repealed.

Read a first time the xx day of xxxxx, 2021
Read a second time the xx day of xxxxxx, 2021
Read a third time the xx day of xxxxx, 2021
Reconsidered, finally passed and adopted the xx day of xxxx, 2021.

___________________________________

____________________________________

Mayor

Administrator

Certified to be a correct copy of Bylaw No. 705, 2021 as adopted.

___________________________________
Administrator
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TOWN OF PORT MCNEILL
ZONING BYLAW NO. 705, 2021
Pursuant to the Local Government Act, the Council of the Town of Port McNeill in open meeting
assembled enacts as follows:

PART 2 - TITLE
1.1

Title
This bylaw may be cited for all purposes as the “Town of Port McNeill Zoning Bylaw No. 705,
2021”.

PART 3 – ADMINISTRATION
2.1

Prohibition
a) Subject to the provisions of the appropriate legislation respecting non-conforming uses,
land shall not be used, buildings or structures constructed, altered, located or used,
contrary to this bylaw.
b) No land may be used for a use than what is listed in the corresponding zone as defined by
this bylaw. Any use not listed in a specifical zone is considered prohibited within that zone.

2.2

Conflicting use or siting
No parcel or area of land shall be alienated, and no use shall be initiated, and no building or
structure shall be sited in a manner, which thereby renders non-conforming any existing use,
building or structure on that parcel.

2.3
Subdivision
No land shall be subdivided to render it non-conforming to the provisions of this bylaw for the zone in
which it is located.

2.4

Administration
The Administrator or such other municipal officer as may be appointed by Council shall
administer this bylaw.

2.5

Violation
a) It shall be unlawful for any person to cause, suffer, or permit any building or structure to
be constructed, reconstructed, altered, moved, extended or used, or land to be occupied
or
b) used, in contravention of this bylaw or otherwise to contravene or fail to comply with this
bylaw except as provided for in the appropriate legislation.
c) It shall be unlawful for any person to prevent or obstruct any official appointed under
section 2.4 of this bylaw from the carrying out of his duties under this bylaw.
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2.6

Penalty
a) Any person who violates the provisions of this bylaw is liable on summary conviction to a
penalty not exceeding five hundred dollars in addition to the cost of prosecution.
b) Each day during which such violation is continued shall be deemed to be a new and
separate offense.

2.7

Severability
If any part, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this bylaw is for any reason held to be
invalid by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of the bylaw.

PART 4 - INTERPRETATION
4.1

Definitions
In this bylaw, unless the context otherwise requires, all definitions specified in Section 4.2 are
intended to supersede definitions for the same words or term in provincial statutes that would
otherwise apply to the interpretation of this Bylaw, and to supersede their normal or common
meaning.

4.2
In this bylaw, defined uses are in bold type and the following definitions and interpretations
shall apply:

AGRICULTURAL USE means a use providing for the cultivation and growing crops, rearing of
animals, producing, harvesting and sale of agricultural products; includes the processing on an
individual farm of primary agricultural products harvested, reared or produced on that farm.
ACCESSORY BUILDINGS means:
1. A detached building, the use or intended use of which is ancillary to that of a
principal building situated on the same lot and excludes use for residential
purposes, or
2. A building which is ancillary to a principal use being made of the lot upon which
such building is located, provided always that no building directly used in the
practice of farming shall be construed to be an accessory building.
ACCESSORY USE means:
1. A use which is ancillary to a principal building, or use of a principal building,
situated on the same lot, or,
2. A use which is ancillary to a principal use being made of the lot upon which such
accessory use is located.
AMENITY OPEN SPACE means land free of buildings, structures, roads and parking areas and
intended for the amenity or recreational use of the occupants of the buildings.
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AUTO BODY SHOP means a building or part thereof used for the painting or repairing of automobile,
boats, and motorcycle bodies but does not include a wrecking or salvage yard.
AUTO REPAIR SHOP means a building or part thereof where the services performed or executed
on motor vehicles include the installation or repair of exhaust system, electrical system,
transmissions, brakes, radiators, tires and wheels, rust proofing, diagnostic services, major and minor
mechanical repairs, and in conjunction with an automotive repair garage there may be a motor
vehicle service station, a towing service, and an automobile rental service for the convenience of the
customers while their vehicles are being repaired. Towing compounds for vehicle storage, and
salvage operations are not included in this definition.
AUTOMOTIVE SALES/RENTAL means a lot or building, or combination thereof use for the sales
and/or rental of vehicles including but not limited to boats, cars, motorcycles and trucks and
accessory parts sales and services.
BED AND BREAKFAST means an owner-occupied single-family dwelling containing a room or
rooms without cooking facilities intended primarily for the temporary sleeping accommodation of the
travelling public, with breakfast meals being prepared and served to guests.
BOARDER means a person who is not a household member, but is a lodger, roomer, or person who
pays for and takes regular lodging, with or without meals.
BOARDING ROOM means a room within a dwelling unit in which the owner provides sleeping
accommodation for remuneration. It may or may not include meal service. It does not include hotels,
motels, temporary shelter services, boarding housing, or bed and breakfasts.
BOARDING HOUSE means a building containing one or more room(s) within a dwelling unit in
which the owner or manager resides and supplies sleeping unit (s) for use by persons other than
individuals who permanently live in the dwelling unit. The room are provided for remuneration, and it
may or may not include meal service. It does not include hotels, motels, shelters, bed and breakfast
homes and boarding room.
BUILDING means a structure located on the ground, which is designed, erected, or intended for the
support, enclosure, or protection of persons or property.
BUS TERMINAL means a facility for the parking and storage of passenger taxi or buses and may
include the loading and unloading of passengers or parcels.
CAMPGROUND means a site operated and occupied for part of the year only as temporary
accommodation for holiday makers in tourist trailers, cabins or tents, but a campground is not a
manufactured home park or motel or hotel.
CANNABIS RETAIL means a store where cannabis is sold to the public, under license by the
Province of British Columbia.
CARRIAGE HOUSE means a residential unit located in an accessory building (separate from a
single family residence) containing cooking, sleeping and bathroom facilities which is occupied by a
tenant or tenants, which use as a rental unit is secondary to a single family dwelling;
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CHURCH means a place of public worship. It includes but is not limited to churches, chapels,
mosques, temples, and synagogues. Residential uses associated with churches shall include
residences for religious order or individuals of a religious profession. It includes but is not limited to
covenants, monasteries, manses, or rectories
COMMUNITY HALL or CENTRE means a building or complex or part thereof used for recreational,
social, educational and cultural activities or events, and open to the public this includes places of
worship.
COMMUNITY SEWER SYSTEM means a common sewer or the system of sewerage or sewage
disposal within the meaning of the Health Act which is owned, operated and maintained by the Town
of Port McNeill.
COMMUNITY WATER SYSTEM means a system of waterworks within the meaning of the Health
Act, which is owned, operated and maintained by the Town of Port McNeill.
COTTAGE means a dwelling unit of not more than 70 m2 (753.5 sq. ft.), ancillary to and separate
from the principal dwelling, which may be used for residential purposes.
DRIVE THRU means a business with or without indoor seating for sale of food or a service that is
intended and designed to service the driving public.
DWELLING UNIT means a room or room which form a self-contained unit for the domestic use of
one or more persons living as a single household and with a private entrance which is not another
dwelling unit.
DWELLING, SINGLE-FAMILY means a building used for dwelling purposes and which has only one
dwelling unit, this includes modular homes but excludes manufactured homes as listed under
CSAZ240.
DWELLING, TWO-FAMILY (duplex) means any building used for dwelling purposes and which has
two dwelling units.
DWELLING, TOWNHOUSE OR ROW HOUSE means a block of at least three side by side family
dwelling units, where each family dwelling unit is separated from the other by a party (common) wall.
DWELLING, LOW RISE APARTMENT means any building divided into not less than three dwelling
units each of which is occupied as a permanent home or residence of one family as distinct from a
hotel, motel, auto court or similar transient accommodation.
FAIRGROUNDS means areas and facilities for events, exhibitions, fairs, rodeos, and
activities for active participation or public viewing.
FLOOR AREA means the total area of all the floors, measured to the extreme outer limits of the
buildings, but excludes areas intended for the maneuvering or parking of automobiles, cellars or
basements not to be used for habitable purposes; and roof gardens, balconies, sundecks, porches,
cantilevered canopies and patios appurtenant to the structure and not enclosed by walls.
FLOOR AREA RATIO means the “floor area” divided by the total lot area.
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FRONTAGE means the horizontal distance of a parcel of land which abuts road allowance; in the
case of a corner lot or a lot with multiple sides abutting roads, the shortest side abutting a road shall
be considered the frontage.
GARDEN CENTRE means a business for the purpose to sell plants and materials for landscaping to
the general public but does not include bulk sales of garden materials.
GAS SERVICE STATION means premises primarily for the sale of fuel, lubricating oil and motor
vehicle accessories directly to the users of motor vehicles and the servicing of motor vehicles
excluding body works, painting and major repairs.
GRADE FINISHED (as applying to the determination of building height) means the lowest grade
of the finished ground adjoining each exterior wall of a building.
GRADE, AVERAGE NATURAL means the average ground level recorded at the outermost corners
of a building or proposed building site and may be determined by survey and referenced benchmark
as prepared by a BCLS prior to site preparation as shown below.
Figure 1: Grade and Height

HEIGHT means, when in reference to a building, the vertical distance from the average natural grade
of the footprint of the building to the highest point of the roof surface of the building, and when in
reference to a structure, means the vertical distance from the average natural grade of the footprint of
the structure to the highest point of the structure.
HOME OCCUPATION means any occupation or profession carried on for consideration which is
clearly incidental to the use of the dwelling unit for residential purposes.
HOTEL means a building or buildings containing living units or sleeping units, or both, where
payment for occupancy is usually on a daily or weekly basis to the operator of the premises but may
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include living units on a shared ownership basis, and which may also include ancillary services such
as restaurants, meeting or conference room, recreational facilities.
INDOOR ENTERTAINMENT OR RECREATION means the use of a building, or part thereof, for
indoor entertainment activities including, but not limited to pool halls, arcades, bowling alleys, racquet
sport courts, theatres, fitness clubs, and night clubs.
LIQOUR RETAIL means a store where alcoholic and liquor is sold to the public, under license by the
Province of British Columbia.
LOT see “Parcel”
LOT LINE means the legal boundary of a lot that divides one lot from another lot, or from a road
right-of-way, and is further defined as follows:
a) "FRONT LOT LINE" means the line dividing the lot from the road. In the case of a lot with
more than one road frontage, the shorter lot line abutting a road shall be deemed the front
lot line, and the longer lot line abutting a road shall be deemed to be a lot line adjacent to
road, except were abutting a controlled access highway or where access restrictions
apply, in which case the lot line where access is provided shall be deemed the front lot
line.
b) "REAR LOT LINE" means, in the case of a lot having four or more lot lines, the lot line
furthest from and opposite to the front lot line. Minor deflections are deemed to be part of
the same lot line.
c) "SIDE LOT LINE" means a lot line other than a front or rear lot line.

LIBRARY means a public facility where books and related materials are kept for viewing or
short-term borrowing.
LUMBERYARD means a retail business for the purpose to sell building materials to both contractors
and the general public but does not include bulk sales.
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MARINA means a site including the surface of water which provides for the rental of mooring space
and floats for boats, the sale, rental and repair of boats and engines; the sale, rental of marine fuel
and marine supplies and fishing equipment and may include docks, wharves and floats for the use of
commercial mooring facilities, boat rentals and the temporary residence on a boat moored at the
facility.
MANUFACTURING OR PROCESSING, HEAVY means those operations which are a
necessary part of, and clearly related to, the production of the articles or goods specified such
as sawmills and planing mills, production of asphalt, concrete products, and ready-mix
concrete, and aggregated processing and other similar uses.
MANUFACTURING OR PROCESSING, LIGHT means those operations which are a
necessary part of, and clearly related to, the production of the articles or goods specified but
excludes sawmills and planing mills, production of asphalt, concrete products, and ready-mix
concrete, and rock, sand, and gravel. For the purposes of this Bylaw the term "manufacturing"
may also include the sales and repairing of the items specified.
MANUFACTURED HOME means a structure, whether or not ordinarily equipped with wheels, that
is:
a) designed, constructed or manufactured to be moved from one place to another by being
towed or carried.
b) used or intended to be used as a living accommodation; and
c) that conform with the CAN/CSA Z240 MH Series at the time of manufacture
MANUFACTURED HOME PARK means the parcel or parcels, as applicable, on which one or more
manufactured home sites that the same landlord rents or intends to rent and common areas are
located.
MANUFACTURED HOME SITE means a site in a manufactured home park, which is rented or
intended to be rented to a tenant for the purpose of being occupied by a manufactured home.
MODULAR HOME (prefabricated) means finished section(s) of a complete dwelling built in a factory
for transport to the site for installation. Finished means fully enclosed on the exterior and interior but
need not include interior painting, taping, installation of cabinets, floor covering, fixtures, heating
system, and exterior finishes. Modular homes conform to the National Building Code of Canada or
British Columbia Building Code where mandated and may contain a CSA Modular home label.
MOTEL means a building or a group of buildings providing separate sleeping or dwelling units
intended to be occupied primarily by the travelling public.

MUSEUM means an institution or establishment devoted to the procurement, care, and
display of objects of lasting or historical interest or value and includes a Marine Museum.
NATURAL BOUNDARY means the visible high-water mark of any lake, river, stream, or other body
of water where the presence and action of the water are so common and usual, and so long
continued in all ordinary years, as to mark upon the soil of the bed of the lake, river, stream, or other
body of water, a character distinct from that of the banks thereof, in respect to vegetation, as well as
in respect to the nature of the soil itself.
NON-CONFORMING BUILDING OR USE means any building or use which does not conform with
all the regulations of this bylaw, or any amendments thereto.
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NURSERY and GREENHOUSES means the use of lands principally involved in agriculture and
horticulture, and accessory product sales and garden supply sales, but specifically excludes the sale
of agricultural or horticultural machinery.
OFFICE means that area within a building or structure or part thereof wherein business is transacted,
or a service is provided, including the office of a bank, private business or corporation, or the office of
a local, provincial, or federal government agency.
OUTDOOR RECREATION FACILITIES means activities and facilities for driving ranges,
mini golf, facilities for canoeing, hiking skiing and similar outdoor activities excluding
campgrounds and recreational complexes.
PARCEL means a parcel of land registered in the Land Titles Office.
PARKING means an open or covered area of land used for the parking of vehicles of residents,
clients, customers, or employees, but does not include streets or driveways.
PERSONAL SERVICE ESTABLISHMENT means a business establishment wherein personal
services are performed, including a barber shop, hair or beauty salon, shoe repairs, tailor shop,
photographic studio or other similar uses that provide services to persons and households, but
specifically excludes massage parlors or escort services.
PRINCIPAL BUILDING means a building containing a principal use permitted in the zone in which it
is located.
PRINCIPAL USE means the primary purpose for which land, buildings or structures are ordinarily
used.
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE ESTABLISHMENT means the use of buildings for the provision of
professional management, administrative, consulting, financial and health services and includes but
is not limited to the offices of lawyers, accountants, engineers, architects, doctors and dentists and
offices for the provision of health services of a preventative, diagnostic, treatment, therapeutic or
counselling nature, but does not include premises for the provision of veterinary services.
PUB means an establishment where liquor is sold to the public for consumption on the premises and
includes craft. breweries, under licence by the Province of British Columbia.
RECREATIONAL VEHICLE means a vehicle requiring a licence and designed to be used for
temporary living and travel, recreation or vacationing and includes such vehicles commonly known as
travel trailers, camper trailers, truck camper, motor homes, boats, snowmobiles or other similar
vehicles but does not include a manufactured home.
RESTAURANT means a business establishment where food and beverages are prepared, served
and consumed on the premises, but excludes drive-thru restaurants. A restaurant includes dining
establishments issued a food primary license pursuant to the Liquor Control and Licensing Act.
RETAIL CONVENIENCE STORE means a building containing miscellaneous household and person
item and groceries available for retail sale to the public but does not include the sale or rental of
appliances, furniture, or movie rentals.
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RETAIL STORE means a business establishment involved in the selling of goods and merchandise
directly to the consumer for personal or household use and providing services incidental to the sale of
such goods and merchandise but excludes lumberyards, contractor and building supply sales.
SCHOOL means buildings or structures or parts thereof which are designed, constructed or used for
educational purposes, and includes private and public elementary, secondary and post-secondary
educational facilities, as well as related ancillary facilities including areas and facilities for recreational
use, auditoriums, and dormitories for the temporary residential occupation of students.
SCREENING means a continuous fence, wall, compact coniferous hedge or combination thereof,
that would effectively screen the property which it encloses, and is broken only by access driveways
and walks.
SETBACK OR LINE OF SETBACK means the required minimum horizontal distance measured
between a building or use and each of the respective lot lines. In the case of a building, the
measurement is taken from the outer face of the foundation.
SHORT-TERM see “Temporary”
SITE means a tract of land occupied or to be occupied by a principal building and its accessory
buildings together with such open spaces and yards as are required in this bylaw, but a site need not
coincide with a parcel.
SLEEPING UNIT means a room or room used as a temporary sleeping quarter for travelers.
STORAGE, COMMERCIAL means a self-contained building or group of buildings containing lockers
available for rent for the storage of personal goods or a facility used exclusively to store bulk goods of
a non-hazardous nature.
STORAGE CONTAINERS means a prefabricated unit not requiring any construction or assembly
placed on a property for the purpose of storage and includes shipping containers and may act as an
accessory building
STORAGE, OUTDOOR means the outside storage of equipment, goods, and materials. Typical
uses include but are not limited to pipe yards or heavy equipment storage compounds as well as
outdoor storage for building materials, vehicles or boats.
STRUCTURE means a construction of any kind whether fixed to, supported by or sunk into land, and
includes, for example, sheds, fences, platform, display signs, tanks, poles, towers or pools.
SUITE, CARETAKER means an accessory dwelling unit to a principal use located on the same
parcel and intended to provide accommodation for a person or persons who provide management,
maintenance, and security of the principal uses on the parcel.
SUITE, SECONDARY means a residential unit within a single-family residence containing cooking,
sleeping and bathroom facilities which is occupied by a tenant or tenants, which use as a rental unit
is secondary to a single-family dwelling.
TEMPORARY means not greater than 30 days.
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TINY HOME means a single dwelling unit intended for permanent residency that includes the basic
amenities of a permanent home including a kitchen, washroom and sleeping area, is less than 47 m2
and can be mobile (on wheels), or with a temporary or permanent foundation.
URBAN AGRICULTURE means the growing of fruits and vegetables, flowers, native and
ornamental plants, edible berries and food perennials for beautification, education, recreation,
community use, personal consumption, sales of produce grown on the lot or the donation of
vegetables, fruits, edible flowers and berries only. Includes the keeping of backyard hens operating
in accordance with section 5.10, but excludes rearing of livestock animals
VACATION RENTAL means land, buildings, or structures used or intended to be used for the
purpose of providing temporary accommodation for transients and may include a provision of parking
for recreational vehicles, a provision of space for tenting, and may include the provision of accessory
facilities.
WATERCOURSE means any natural or man-made depression with well-defined banks and a bed
0.61 m or more below the surrounding land serving to give direction to a current of water at least six
months of the year or having a drainage area of 1.61 km2 or more as required by a designated official
of the Ministry of Environment of the Province of British Columbia.
WAREHOUSING means an establishment, including buildings and structures, used for the
storage and distribution of goods, wares, merchandise, materials, and commodities and may
include ancillary office space but excludes retail sales unless otherwise specified herein.
WHOLESALE means a business establishment devoted to wholesale sales, being the sale
of goods, commodities, and merchandise to retail distributors; to other wholesale distributors;
to industrial, commercial, institutional, or professional business users; or acting as agents or
brokers and buying or selling goods, commodities and merchandise for incorporation and
assembly into other products.
WORKS YARD means a yard, buildings or part thereof, including office area and structures
for any public works, building trade or contractor, where equipment, materials, tools and
machinery are stored, and includes a shop or related assembly work, but specifically
excludes the storage or repair of any industrial equipment, machinery or motor vehicles,
excluding recreational vehicles, with a rated gross vehicle weight of more than 10,000
kilograms (22,045 pounds).
WRECKING YARD means the use of land, buildings or structures where boats, motor vehicles,
recreational vehicles, vehicles intended to be towed by motor vehicles, machinery or equipment is
disassembled, prepared for disposal or recycled, and the storage of salvaged materials where such
materials are bought, sold, exchanged, baled or otherwise processed for further use.
YARD means an area created by setbacks from one or more lot lines in front, behind or on the sides
of the buildings or structures on the site. Yards shall be free of any buildings unless otherwise
permitted in this bylaw.
YARD, FRONT means that part of the site situated between the front lot line, extending from one
side lot line to the other, and the horizontal measurement of the required setback of the zone into the
site. In case of a through lot there shall be two such front yards.
YARD, REAR means that part of the site situated between the rear lot line, extending from one side
lot line to the other, and the horizontal measurement of the required setback of the zone into the site.
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YARD, SIDE means that part of the site extending from the front lot line to the rear lot line
and situated between the side lot line and the horizontal measurement of the required
setback of the zone into the site.
Figure: Yard Setbacks
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PART 5 – GENERAL PROVISIONS
5.1

USES PERMITTED – GENERAL

5.2.1

No person shall use or occupy any buildings, structures or land, including land covered by
water, except as expressly permitted by this bylaw, and everything that is not expressly
permitted is prohibited.

5.2.2

A permitted use may only be carried on if all provisions of this bylaw are complied with.

5.2.3

The following uses are permitted throughout all zones:
a) accessory uses and buildings in accordance with the regulations in this bylaw.
b) public parks, greenways, trails and playgrounds; and
c) urban agriculture in accordance with the regulations in this bylaw.

5.2
PUBLIC UTILITIES
Unattended utility structures including electrical transformer stations, substations, telephone
exchanges, water pumping stations, sewage lift. Pumps, reservoirs, and any other public utility
structures, may be located in any zone provided that:
a) the structure or use is necessary for the safe and efficient operations of the utility.
b) the utility which the structure serves are available to or for service to the public.
c) height and yard restrictions are in accordance with those provided for the zone in
which the use is to be located.
d) notwithstanding subsection c, a 7.6 m wide buffer area shall be provided
on all sides of the parcel as prescribed in section 5.4 of this bylaw the outdoor storage of
materials shall be screened by a landscape screen, solid
fence or opaque wall, any of which shall be at least equal in height to the material
stored.
f) all driveways and temporary parking areas shall be treated with a dust-free
surface.
g) the parking of motor vehicles other than to temporarily service or maintain the
utility structure shall be prohibited.
h) where there may be a danger to any member of the public, fencing at least 1.8
m in height shall be erected.

5.3
5.3.1

HOME OCCUPATIONS
A home occupation may be carried on in any zone subject to the following provisions:
a) it shall be carried on only by the person or persons who reside on the parcel, and no more
than one person that is not a resident thereon shall be employed in it.
b) it shall be carried on wholly within a building.
c) it shall produce no public offence or nuisance whether by noise, vibration, smoke,
odor, dust, heat, glare, electrical disturbance, or by any other means.
d) the total display area of non-illuminated outdoor advertising media shall not exceed 0.19
m2, otherwise there shall be no external indication of the existence of the
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occupation whether by displays, floodlighting, or any other means.
d) no material or objects produced, repaired, treated, sold or used in the occupation shall be
kept or stored out of doors.
The maximum floor area permitted of a home occupation within a building is 30% to a
maximum of 83 m2.
5.4

BUFFER AREAS AND LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS

5.4.1

Within any required landscape buffer area of a zone:
a) no building or structure may be erected or placed.
b) no garbage disposal area and no part of any private sewage disposal system shall be
located.
c) no vehicle parking area shall be located.
d) no storage shall be permitted.
e) the only roads permitted are those which cross it as close to right angles as practicable
and connect directly with the road system.

5.4.2

Any Commercial lot that abuts an A-2, R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4 or RM-1 zone shall provide a
screening hedge within the required yard setback adjacent to the property line.

5.4.3

Where the boundary of any commercial zoned parcel abuts an A-2, R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4 or
RM-1 zone, then there shall be a landscaped buffer area a minimum of 3.0 m in depth.

5.4.4

Buffer areas shall be planted and established with suitable vegetation. Plans must be
provided to the Town of Port McNeill of such landscaping before commencement

5.4.5

All outdoor storage and refuse bins located on a Commercial and Industrial zoned
property shall:
a) be enclosed by screening, such screening to consist of a solid 2.4 m high fence or opaque
wall, or an evergreen hedge.
b) not have material or goods piled higher than the screening.
c) have a fence or wall which shall:
I.
be uniformly painted and well maintained.
II.
not be used for advertising or display purposes, or for the posting of notices.
d) be screen using with coniferous hedge shall be maintained and kept in good condition at
all times.

5.5
CLEARANCE ON CORNERS
At any road junction on a corner lot, no person shall place or permit to be placed any permanent or
temporary structure and/or fence or grow any vegetation exceeding 1.0 m in height within the
triangular area as shown below.
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5.6

FLOOD CONTROL

5.6.1

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this bylaw, no building or part thereof shall be
constructed, moved, or extended, nor shall any manufactured home unit or modular home or
any other structure be located:
a) with the underside of the floor system of any area used for habitation, business, or
storage of goods damageable by floodwater, or in the case of a manufactured home or
unit the ground level on which it is located, lower than 1.52 m above the natural boundary
of any nearby watercourse.
b) within 15.24 m of the natural boundary of any nearby watercourse. If landfill is used to
achieve the required elevation, no portion of the landfill slope shall be closer than the
above distance from the natural boundary, and the face of the landfill slope must be
adequately protected against erosion from floodwaters.
c) comply with Provincial Guidelines with respect to sea level rise.

5.6.2

Notwithstanding section 5.6.1, with the approval of the Province, these requirements may be
reduced.

5.7

OCCUPANCY DURING CONSTRUCTION

5.7.1

A recreational vehicle may be used for occupation during the construction of a permanent
dwelling on a lot provided that the occupancy shall not occur prior to the issuance of a
building permit for the permanent residence, where applicable, and shall not continue beyond
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the commencement of the occupancy of the permanent residence or 12 months whichever,
comes first.
5.7.2

In all zones, a temporary building, trailer, or accessory buildings may be used for the
purposes of a construction site office, for security purposes, and for the storage of tools,
equipment and materials for construction of infrastructure in a developing subdivision or for
construction of a principal building(s) on a lot, provided that:
a) the building or trailer shall be located so as not to cause a public hazard or nuisance and
b) the building or trailer shall be located on the lot where construction is being undertaken
and only for so long as is necessary for the work in progress and until the work is
completed or abandoned and
c) a building permit has been issued for the principal building, where applicable, and, at the
expiration of such permit or issue of final inspection for that permit, the building or trailer
shall be removed or
d) a preliminary layout approval (PLA) has been issued for subdivision and, at the
acceptance of the works for the subdivision, the building or trailer shall be removed.

5.8

SHIPPING CONTAINERS AND TEMPORARY BUILDINGS

5.8.1

A maximum of one fabric covered structure is permitted on a property and must be
maintained in good condition.
Fabric covered structures are not permitted in the front yard and not permitted to be placed
within the required setbacks of a property.
The use of land for the placement of shipping containers shall be prohibited in all residential
zones, with the following exemptions:
a) Containers shall be permitted as an accessory use for a temporary period, subject to the
following requirements:

5.8.2
5.8.3

Length of
Temporary Use
120 days within a
calendar year

Max. Allowable Size
of Container
20 m2

No. of Containers
Permitted on
Property
No more than 1

5.8.4

Notwithstanding 5.8.3 a), the container shall only be used to store materials or products that
are incidental to the operation of a business or facility located on the parcel and shall not be
used for mini storage.

5.8.5

Notwithstanding 5.8.3 a), no container may be located within the front yard or setback areas,
as specified within the applicable zone, and within 3m from any lot line adjoining a property
zoned for residential use.

5.8.6

A container may be used for the temporary storage of tools and materials during the
construction or maintenance of any utility, building or structure for which a required building
permit has been obtained and remains active, provided the container is removed within 14
days upon completion of the construction.
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5.9

VACATION AND SHORT-TERM RENTALS

5.9.1

No noise, vibration, smoke, dust, odors, heat, glare, electrical or radio disturbance detectable
beyond the property boundary shall be produced by the vacation rental.

5.9.2

Permitted in accessory dwelling unit of a home only where the principal residential use is
permanently occupied.

5.9.3

Meals may be provided to customers of a vacation rental operation only and not the public.

5.9.4

Any person intending to operate a vacation rental shall hold a valid business license from the
Town of Port McNeill.

5.9.5

Bed and Breakfast operations may be carried out in R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4 and CD-1 Zones
provided that:
a) the provisions of Home Occupations Section 5.3.1 are adhered to.
b) the dwelling shall not lodge more than 4 people excluding the permanent residents of the
dwelling.
c) the requirements for off-street parking Section 5.15 are adhered to.
d) the British Columbia Building Code, Fire Code and any other requirements of the Statutes
of British Columbia are adhered to.

5.10

URBAN CHICKENS

The keeping of hens is permitted on all lots allowing urban agriculture use, provided that:
a) a coop and run shall be located at least 1.5 m from all property lines unless there is a
solid barrier such as a wall or fence.
b) coops and runs shall not be located within a 4.5 m buffer of habitable structures on
adjacent property(ies).
c) runs shall not exceed 4.5 m in height.
d) hens shall only be located in the rear yard.
e) the maximum number of hens shall be four (4) per lot.
f) roosters are not permitted.
g) sales of eggs, manure and other products associated with the keeping of hens are
prohibited.
h) coops and runs shall be maintained in a clean condition and the coop shall be kept free of
obnoxious odours, substances and vermin.
i) stored manure shall be kept in an enclosed structure such as a compost bin and no more
than 3.0 m3 shall be stored at any one time.
j) manure shall be disposed of in accordance with municipal bylaws; hen waste must be
solid and bagged; and
k) home slaughter of hens is prohibited, and any deceased hens shall be disposed of at a
livestock disposal facility or through the services of a veterinarian.
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5.11

ACCESSORY BUILDINGS

5.11.1 Accessory Buildings shall satisfy all the following provisions:
a) shall not be closer to the front property line than the exposing building face of the principal
building.
b) shall not be closer than 3.0 m to the side property line on a corner lot.
c) shall not be constructed upon statutory rights-of-way or easements.
d) shall not be closer than:
i. 3.0 m from the principal building except carports sharing a common wall with the
principal building.
ii. 1.5 m from any rear lot line which abuts a lane if the accessory building is to be
constructed exiting directly onto this lane.
iii. 1.0 m from any other rear lot line.
iv. 1.0 m from any side lot line.
e) shall not exceed 4 m in height.
f) shall not exceed in floor area eight percent (8%) of the area of the lot to a maximum of 55
m2.
g) Notwithstanding subsection (d) accessory buildings which meet all of the following
requirements shall be permitted inside and rear yards (but not side yards on a corner lot)
with no setback required from property line and:
i. shall not exceed 13.0 m2 in floor area.
ii. shall not exceed 3.0 m in height.
iii. shall not be closer than 1.5 m to a principal dwelling or an accessory building.

5.11.3 Where accessory buildings are attached to the principal building, they shall be considered
part of the principal building and shall conform to the required yard setbacks of this bylaw.

5.12

YARD EXCEPTIONS

5.12.1 The following projections into the required yards are permitted:
a) Eaves and gutters, cornices, sills, bay windows, cantilevers, chimneys, or other similar
features, to a maximum of 0.6m into the setback requirement,
b) Eaves, sunshades, decks, balconies and open porches, to a maximum of 1.5 m in the
front or rear yard setback and 0.8m in a side yard.
c) Unenclosed steps and mobile home hitches
d) Notwithstanding the above, all projections have to comply with the minimum distance to
the parcel line and separation from adjacent structures, as required by the BC Building
Code.
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5.13STORAGE IN RESIDENTIAL ZONES
5.13.1 No parcel in any Residential Zone shall be used as a wrecking yard, storage yard or for the
storage of derelict vehicles or more than two unlicensed motor or recreational vehicles or
boats.
5.13.2 No front or side yard in a Residential Zone shall be used for parking or storage of a
recreational vehicle or boat, except as follows:
a) One recreational vehicle up to 15 m in length may be parked in a front or side yard
provided it is located no closer than 1.0 m to any side parcel line.
b) One boat up to 15 m in length may be parked in a front or side yard provided it is located
no closer than 1.0 m to any side parcel line; or
c) One boat and one recreational vehicle having a combined length of 15 m may be parked
in a front or side yard provided they are located no closer than 1.0 m to any side parcel
line.
5.13.3 No commercial vehicle, truck, bus, contractor’s equipment, dismantled or wrecked
automobile, boat, trailer or any similar commercial vehicle, craft or conveyance shall be
parked or stored in the open in a Residential Zone, except the following which may be parked
or stored in the rear yard only, provided they are located no closer than 1.0 m to the rear
parcel line:
a) One truck or commercial vehicle not exceeding 8,600 kilogram (18,960 pounds) gross
vehicle weight.
b) Trucks, commercial vehicles or equipment being used directly in the construction, repair,
servicing or maintenance of the buildings or structures on that parcel.
c) One dismantled or wrecked commercial vehicle for a period of not more than 30
consecutive days.
d) One commercial boat or vessel not exceeding a length of 6.0 m (Suggest 8-9m)
5.13.4 The parking and storage of recreational vehicles in a rear yard in a residential zone shall be
limited to one vehicle or trailer which cannot exceed a length of 6.0m (Suggest 8-9m) and
must be located at least 1. 0m from the rear parcel line.

5.14

SECONDARY AND CARETAKERS’ SUITES

5.14.1 Where permitted by the applicable zone, only one secondary or caretaker suite is permitted
per parcel.
5.14.2 The following restrictions apply to secondary suites:
a total floor area of not more than 90 m2 in area.
a floor area less than 40% of the habitable floor space of the principal building.
not more than two bedrooms.
located within a building of residential occupancy containing only one other dwelling unit;
and
e) located in and part of a building which is a single real estate entity and otherwise a singlefamily dwelling or commercial building in case of caretakers dwelling.
a)
b)
c)
d)
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5.15

PARKING PROVISIONS

5.15.1 An off-street parking area shall have the following dimensions:
Angle of
Stall Width
Stall Depth
Aisle Width
Parking
One way
Two way
Parallel
2.5 m
6.7 m
3.7 m
5.5 m
30⁰
3.0 m
6.1 m
3.7 m
4.6 m
45⁰
3.0 m
6.1 m
4.6 m
5.5 m
60⁰
3.0 m
6.1 m
5.5 m
6.4 m
90⁰
3.0 m
6.1 m
6.7 m
7.3 m
5.15.2 Where more than two parking spaces are required on a parcel, except for townhouses having
a dedicated parking area for each dwelling unit, any parking area or maneuvering aisle shall
be separated from any building containing a dwelling unit by a buffer area not less than 7.6 m
wide. Such a buffer area is not required where an opaque wall or fence not less than 1.8 m
high above the vehicle surface surrounds the parking area, except for necessary exits and
access roads.
5.15.3 An off-street parking area shall have each parking space and all internal access and egress
driveways surfaced with a dust-free material.
5.15.4 Off-street parking spaces for each building shall be provided in accordance with the following
table:
Use
Requirement
Single-family or Two-family dwelling
2 spaces per dwelling unit
Single-family dwelling with a cottage or a
3 parking spaces
secondary suite
Dwelling unit above commercial facilities
1 space per dwelling unit
Townhouse or rowhouse
1.75 spaces per dwelling unit
Apartment dwelling
1.5 spaces per dwelling unit
Boarding house
2 spaces plus 1 space per each bedroom
after the three
Bed & breakfast
2 spaces for primary residents plus 1 space
per bedroom used in Bed and Breakfast
Motel and hotel
1 space per room and 1 space per two
employees
Store, office, and restaurant
1 space per 46.5 m2 of gross floor area or
fraction thereof and 1 space per employee
Medical clinic and dental office
1 space per 21.87 m2 of gross floor area or
fraction thereof
Industrial
3 spaces and 1 space per employee
School
1 space per teaching area and 1 space per
non-teaching employee and, in the case of
a senior secondary school 1 space per 8
students
Church
1 space per 10 seats
Theatre
1 space per 4 seats and 1 space per
employee
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Assembly hall, auditorium, fraternal
building, lodge, community hall, dance hall,
public library, and funeral parlour
Hospital, nursing home, rest home
Retail convenience store

1 space per 10 seats or 1 space per 9.3 m2
of floor area used for assembly or dancing,
whichever is greater
2 spaces per 3 patient beds
when combined with another separate and
different business, an additional 1 parking
space per 46.5 m2 of Convenience Store
area

5.15.5 Off-Street loading spaces shall:
a) be 18.6 m2 (200 sq. ft.) or greater in area.
b) have convenient vehicular access to a public thoroughfare.
5.15.6 One off-street loading space shall be provided for:
a) every 1,858 m2 (20,000 sq. ft.) of floor space, or fraction thereof, for structures involved in
the receipt or delivery of goods or materials by vehicles.
b) every 1,858 m2 (20,000 sq. ft.), or fraction thereof, of yard involved in the receipt or
delivery of goods or materials by vehicles.
5.15.7 Off-street parking areas shall not be considered as off-street loading space.
5.15.8 Driveways shall:
a) be limited to one per lot
b) be graded and drained to dispose of all surface water on site. Drainage across the
surface of sidewalks, adjacent properties and abutting roads or lanes is not permitted.
c) be surfaced with asphalt, concrete or equivalent material.
d) not cross the surface of sidewalks, curbs or gutters.
e) shall be designed and constructed in accordance with all other requirements set out in
the Town of Port McNeill bylaws, as amended from time to time.
5.15.9

Parking lots in commercial or industrial zones shall:
a) be graded and drained to dispose of all surface water on site. Drainage across the
surface of sidewalks, adjacent properties and abutting roads or lanes is not permitted.
b) Be surfaced with asphalt, concrete or equivalent material as approved by the Town of
Port McNeil.
c) shall be designed and constructed in accordance with all other requirements set out in
the Town of Port McNeill bylaws, as amended from time to time
d) be finished so that the individual parking spaces, maneuvering aisles, entrances and exits
are clearly marked by curbs, fences, painted lines and/or signs. Such markings shall be
maintained to remain legible.
e) be adequately lit and arranged so that lighting is reflected upon the parking area and not
on any adjoining properties.

5.16 URBAN BEEKEEPING AND APRIARIES
5.16.1 Beehives used for the purpose of apiculture are permitted and may not be placed within 7.5m
of any adjacent property line except when the adjacent property is within the ALR, or when there are
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no residential, commercial, industrial or institutional buildings located within 7.5m of the location
where the hives are placed.
5.16.2 Beekeepers must comply with the Bee Regulation and other applicable standards adopted by
the Province of British Columbia.
5.16.3 Beekeepers or persons on whose property bees are kept have the duty to take reasonable
measures to ensure that:
a. The urban beekeeping operations does not pose a safety risk to persons on adjacent
public or private property.
b. The potential for damage to buildings and/or property located on adjacent public or private
property as a result of the urban beekeeping operation is minimized.
c. A water supply is provided on the property to prevent bees from seeking water from other
sources, such as neighbourhood birdbaths, pool decks, ponds or other water sources.
5.16.4 Urban beekeeping is permitted on residential, agricultural, comprehensive development,
institutional, commercial, or industrial properties.
5.16.5 Beehives shall not be located on the same property as schools or hospitals, except if the
beehives are associated with a maintained community garden or educational use.
5.16.6 The number of beehives permitted on a property shall be:
a. Up to 2 beehives on property less than or equal to 0.1 ha, and
b. Up to 4 beehives on property greater than 0.1 ha.
5.16.7. All beehives shall be situated in the rear yard of a property.
5.16.8. Beehives shall be:
a. Sited behind a solid fence or hedge that is at least 1.8m in height with a setback of 6m
from the property line.
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PART 6 – ZONES
For the purposes of this bylaw, the area incorporated into the Town of Port McNeill shall be classified
and divided into the zones, as illustrated in Schedule “A” which forms part of this bylaw. The table
below provides a summary of the designations with their short form equivalents as follows:

6.0 Rural Zones
6.1 Rural Residential
6.2 Small Holding

Rural and agricultural
Rural, semi-rural and suburban

A-1
A-2

Low density residential
Compact low density
permanent (R-2) and
manufactured home residential
Manufactured home residential
Compact low density residential
Apartment, townhouse medium
density
Manufactured home park

R-1
R-2

Comprehensive Development

CD-1

8.0 Commercial Zones
8.1 Commercial One
8.2 Commercial Two
8.3 Commercial Service One
8.4 Commercial Service Two
8.5 Marine Pleasure
Commercial

Core commercial
Service Commercial
Highway commercial
Commercial sales area
Marine Pleasure Commercial

C-1
C-2
CS-1
CS-2
MPC

9.0 Industrial Zones
9.1 Industrial One
9.2 Industrial Two
9.3 Marine Heavy Industrial
9.4 Marine Industrial
Commercial

Light industrial area
Heavy industrial area
Marine heavy industrial
Marine Industrial Commercial

M-1
M-2
MHI
MIC

7.0 Residential Zones
7.1 Residential One
7.2 Residential Two

7.3 Residential Three
7.4 Residential Four
7.5 Residential Multiple One
7.6 Residential Manufactured
Home One
7.7 Comprehensive
Development Zone One

R-3
R-4
RM-1
MHP

10.0 Public Zones
10.1 Public Use
Park and public use area
P-1
10.2 Marine Recreation
Marine recreation pleasure
MRP
Pleasure
6.1 Where a zone boundary does not follow a legally defined line, and where the distances are not
specifically indicated, the location of the boundary shall be determined by scaling from the map
referred to in Schedule A) of this bylaw.
6.2 Where a zone abuts a road or creek the zone boundary is the centerline of the features.
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7.0 RURAL ZONES
7.1

RURAL RESIDENTIAL: A-1 ZONE

Purpose:
Rural Residential: A-1 Zone designates land that because of relative distance to community facilities
and services is best suited for non-urban types of land use.
7.1.1

Permitted Uses:
Land, buildings and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:

Principle Uses:
a) Agriculture
b) Campgrounds
c) Church
d) Community hall or centre
e) Dwelling, Single Family
f) Fairgrounds
g) Manufactured home
h) Museum
i) Nursery and Greenhouses
j) Outdoor recreation facilities
k) School
l) The extraction of raw materials from the land, provided that no further processing is
permitted on the site
Accessory uses:
g) Buildings and structures accessory to the principal use

7.1.2

Lot Area:
Minimum Lot Area

7.1.3

2.4 ha

Minimum Yard Dimensions:
The minimum depth of yard for buildings shall be as follows:
a) front yard
7.6 m
b) rear yard
7.6 m
c) side yard
3.05 m

7.1.4

Height:
Maximum Height

8.0 m

26
Page 91 of 169

Bylaw No. 705, 2021
Zoning Bylaw
7.1.5

Conditions of Use:
a) On parcels not served by a community water system and on parcels adjacent to parcels
not served by a community water system, the keeping and raising of animals is permitted
provided that:
i. no drinking or feeding trough, manure pile or enclosure or structure for housing
animals or for the storage of feed, bedding or similar materials shall be less than
22.9 m from any property line; or
ii. the Medical Health Officer is satisfied that not well would suffer contamination
from either:
• the keeping and raising of animals in such locations.
• the disposal of sewage and the operation of septic tanks.
b) Only one dwelling unit or one manufactured home shall be permitted per parcel
c) The maximum height of buildings used for the keeping and raising of animals shall be no
more than 8 m .
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7.2

SMALL HOLDING: A-2 ZONE

Purpose
The Small Holding: A-2 Zone designates land that, because of proximity to urban areas in the
community, prevailing development, and small holding needs, is best suited for suburban residential
land use. Land designated A-2 will, in conformance with regulations and policy, be the residential
expansion areas of the community.
7.2.1

Permitted Uses:
Land, buildings and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:

Principal Uses:
a) Agriculture
b) Campgrounds
c) Church
d) Community hall or centre
e) Dwelling, Single Family
g) Manufactured home
h) School
Accessory uses:
g) Buildings and structures accessory to the principal use
7.2.2

Lot Area:
Minimum Lot Area

7.2.3

Height:
Maximum Height

7.2.4

0.20 ha.

8.0 m

Minimum Yard Dimensions:
The minimum depth of yard for buildings shall be as follows:
a) front yard
7.6 m
b) rear yard
7.6 m
c) side yard
3.0 m

7.2.5

Conditions of Use:
a) On parcels not served by a community water system and on parcels adjacent to parcels
not served by a community water system, the keeping and raising of animals is
permitted, provided that:
i. no drinking or feeding trough, manure pile or enclosure or structure for housing
animals, or for the storage of feed, bedding or similar materials shall be less than 22.9
m from any property line or dwelling.
ii. the Medical Health Officer is satisfied that not well would suffer contamination
from:
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•

• the keeping and raising of animals in such locations.
• the disposal of sewage and the operation of septic tanks.
b) The maximum height of buildings used for the keeping and raising of animals shall be
no more than 8 m.

•
c)
d)

Only one residential unit or one manufactured home shall be permitted per parcel.
Comply with Provincial Health Guidelines
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8.0 RESIDENTIAL ZONES
8.1

RESIDENTIAL ONE: R-1 ZONE

Purpose:
The Residential One: R-1 Zone provides for single-family and two-family dwellings, and accessory
compatible uses.
8.1.1

Permitted Uses:

Land, buildings, and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
Principal Uses:
a) Dwelling, Single-Family
b) Dwelling, Two-Family
Accessory uses:
c) Bed and Breakfast
d) Suite, Secondary
8.1.2 Lot Coverage:
Buildings and structures shall not cover more than 35% of the site area.
8.1.3 Lot Frontage:
The minimum frontage per lot shall be 18.3 m, except on curves or cul-de-sacs in which case
the minimum average width shall be 11.0 m
8.1.4

8.1.5

8.1.6

Lot Area:
Minimum Lot Area

Minimum Yard Dimensions:
Location
Front Yard
Side Yard
Side yard adjacent to a
highway/Rd
Rear Yard

Dwelling, Single family
Dwelling, Two-family

659.3 m2
464.5 m2 /dwelling unit

Setback
7.6 m
1.5 m
3.0 m
7.6 m

Height:
Maximum Height

8.0 m
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8.2

RESIDENTIAL TWO: R-2 ZONE

Purpose:
The Residential Two: R-2 Zone provides for compact low density residential uses, including a
single-family dwelling unit or manufactured home and two-family dwelling unit.
8.2.1 Permitted Uses:
Land, buildings, and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
Principal Uses:
a) Dwelling, Single-Family
b) Dwelling, Two-Family
c) Manufactured home
Accessory uses:
a) Bed and Breakfast
b) Suite, Secondary
8.2.2 Lot Coverage:
Buildings and structures shall not cover more than 35% of the site area
8.2.3 Lot Frontage:
The minimum frontage per lot shall be 15.24 m except on curves or cul-de-sacs in which case
the minimum average width shall be 11.0 m
8.2.4

Lot Area:
Minimum Lot Area

8.2.5

Setback
6.0 m
1.5 m
3.0 m
3.0 m

Height:
Maximum Height

8.2.7

464.5 m2
384.4 m2 /dwelling unit

Minimum Yard Dimensions:
Location
Front Yard
Side Yard
Side yard adjacent to a
highway/Rd
Rear Yard

8.2.6

Dwelling, Single family
Dwelling, Two-family

8.0 m

Conditions of Use:

b) Only those manufactured homes that are certified as meeting the Canadian Standards Association
specification CAN/CSA Z240 MH shall be permitted.
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8.3

RESIDENTIAL THREE: R-3 ZONE

Purpose:
The Residential Three: R3 Zone provides for manufactured home residential.
8.3.1 Permitted Uses:
Land, buildings, and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
Principal Uses:
a) Dwelling, Single-Family
b) Manufacture Home
Accessory uses:
a) Bed and Breakfast
8.3.2 Lot Coverage:
Buildings and structures shall not cover more than 35% of the site area.
8.3.3 Lot Frontage:
The minimum frontage per lot shall be 12.19 m except on curves or cul-de-sacs in which case
the minimum frontage shall be 11.0 m
8.3.4

Lot Area:
Minimum Lot Area

8.3.5

Minimum Yard Dimensions:
Location
Front Yard
Side Yard
Side yard adjacent to a
highway/Rd
Rear Yard

8.3.6

371.6 m2

Setback
4.6 m
1.5 m
4.6 m
1.5 m

Height:
Maximum Height

5.3 m

8.3.7 Conditions of Use:
a) Only those manufactured homes that are certified as meeting the Canadian Standards Association
specification CAN/CSA Z240 MH shall be permitted.
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8.4

RESIDENTIAL FOUR: R-4 ZONE

Purpose:
The Residential Four: R-4 Zone provides for compact low density residential.
8.4.1 Permitted Uses:
Land, buildings, and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
Principal Uses:
a) Dwelling, Single-Family
b) Dwelling, Two-Family
c) Dwelling, Townhouse or Row house
Accessory uses:
a) Suite, Secondary
b) Bed and Breakfast
8.4.2 Lot Coverage:
Buildings and structures shall not cover more than 35% of the site area.
8.4.3 Lot Frontage:
The minimum frontage per lot shall be 15.24 m except on curves or cul-de-sacs in which case
the minimum average width shall be 11.0 m
8.4.4

Lot Area:
Minimum Lot Area:

8.4.5

Minimum Yard Dimensions:
Location
Front Yard
Side Yard
Side yard adjacent to a
highway/Rd
Rear Yard

8.4.6

464.5 m2

Setback
4.6 m
1.5 m
4.6 m
1.5 m

Height:
Maximum Height

8.0 m

8.4.7 Conditions of Use:
a) Buildings for residential use shall have a minimum main floor interior area of 65.03 m2
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8.5

RESIDENTIAL MULTIPLE ONE: RM-1 ZONE

Purpose:
The Residential Multiple One: RM-1 Zone provides for medium density apartment housing and
townhouse residential.
8.5.1 Permitted Uses:
Land, buildings, and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
Principal Uses:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Boarding houses
Dwelling, Low-rise apartment
Dwelling, Single-family
Dwelling, Townhouses or rowhouses
Dwelling, Two Family

8.5.2 Lot Coverage:
Buildings and structures shall not cover more than 35% of the site area.
8.5.3 Density:
Maximum total floor areas of all buildings cannot exceed a Floor Area Ratio (FAR) of 0.90.
8.5.4 Lot Frontage:
The minimum frontage per lot shall be 15.2 m except on curves or cul-de-sacs in which case the
minimum average width shall be 15.2 m
8.5.5

Lot Area:
Minimum Lot Area

8.5.6

Minimum Yard Dimensions:
Location
Front Yard
Side yard adjacent to a
highway/Rd
Side Yard
Rear Yard

464.5 m2

Setback
7.6 m
4.6 m
3.0 m
10.7 m, except it is 1.0 m for
accessory buildings

8.5.7 Height:
The maximum permitted height of any dwelling unit shall be no more than:
Townhouses
Low-rise apartments

9.1 m
12.2 m

8.5.8 Conditions of Use:
a) Single-family and two-family dwelling units shall meet the R-1 setback and height zone
requirements.
b) Parcels shall have a least 37.2 m2 of amenity open space for each dwelling unit.
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8.6

RESIDENTIAL MANUFACTURED HOME ONE: RMH-1 ZONE

Purpose:
The Manufactured Home Park: RMH-1 Zone provides for manufactured and tiny home
residential use.
8.6.1 Permitted Uses
Land, buildings, and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
Principal Uses:
a) Dwelling, Single-Family
b) Manufactured Home Parks
c) Tiny Home
8.6.2

Height:
Maximum Height

8.6.3

5.2 m

Conditions of Use:

a) Every permanent manufactured home park shall meet the requirements of the Town of Port
McNeill Manufactured Home Park Bylaw and any amendments thereto.
b) Only those manufactured homes that are certified as meeting the Canadian Standards Association
specification CAN/CSA Z240 MH shall be permitted.
c) Single family dwelling units shall meet the R-1 setback and height zone requirements

35
Page 100 of 169

Bylaw No. 705, 2021
Zoning Bylaw
8.9

COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT ONE: CD-1 ZONE

Purpose:
The Comprehensive Development One: CD-1 Zone provides for residential uses combined with
parks, trails, and playgrounds.
8.9.1 Permitted Uses:
Land, buildings, and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
Principal Uses:
a) Dwelling, Single-Family
b) Dwelling, Two Family
Accessory uses:
a) Bed and Breakfast
b) Suite, Secondary
c) Cottage
8.9.2 Lot Coverage:
Buildings and structures shall not cover more than 35% of the site area.
8.9.3

Lot Frontage:

Lots up to 2,000 m2 in area
Lots up to 2,000 m2 on curves or cul-desacs
Lots greater than 2, 000 m2 in area
Lots greater than 2,000 m2 on curves or culde-sacs

8.9.4

12.2 m
12.2 m measured at the front yard setback
line
Minimum of 10% of the perimeter of the lot
Minimum of 10% of the perimeter of the lot,
frontage to be measured at the front yard
setback line

Lot Area:

Dwelling, Single family
Dwelling, Two-family

371.6 m2
606.8 m2

Dwelling, Single family with a cottage

2,000 m2

9.9.5

Minimum Yard Dimensions:

Location
Front yard
Rear yard
Side yard
Side yard on corner site
8.9.6

Up to 2,000 m2
4.6 m
1.5 m
1.5 m
4.6 m

Greater than 2,000 m2
7.5 m
5.0 m
5.0 m
7.5 m

Height:
Maximum Height - principal dwelling

10.0 m
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Maximum Height - cottage

8.9.7

5.0 m

Conditions of Use:

a) All dwellings shall have a minimum main floor area of 92.9 m2 above the basement (if any).
b) Cottage Regulations:
I.
The total floor area of the cottage must not be more that 70.0 m2
II.
The cottage must be separate from the principal dwelling.
III.
The maximum permitted height of a cottage shall be no more than 5.0 m
IV.
A cottage shall be connected to municipal water and sewer system and shall be
separately metered and subject to utility billings; and
V.
Parking requirements for a property with a principal dwelling and a cottage shall
VI.
comply with the parking provisions of section 5.15 of this bylaw.
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9.0 COMMERCIAL ZONES
9.1

COMMERCIAL ONE: C-1

Purpose:
The Commercial One: C-1 Zone provides for core commercial land uses.
9.1.1 Permitted Uses:
Land, buildings, and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
Principal Uses:
a) Bus terminals
b) Cannabis retail excluding the parcel located at PID
000-054-780, Lot 1, Section 13, Township 2, Rupert
District, Plan 40156
c) Church
d) Community hall or centre
e) Hotels
f) Indoor Entertainment or Recreation
g) Library
h) Liquor retail
i) Motel
j) Office
k) Personal service establishments
l) Professional service establishments
m) Pub
n) Restaurant
o) Retail Store
p) School
Accessory uses:
a) Accessory Buildings and Use
b) Dwelling, Low-rise apartment
c) Dwelling, Townhouse or Row House
d) Offices

9.1.2

Lot Coverage:

The maximum lot coverage 100%.
9.1.3

Lot Area:
Minimum Lot Area

No minimum required
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9.1.4

Minimum Yard Dimensions
Location
Front Yard
Side Yard
Side Yard adjacent to
residential uses
Rear Yard
Rear yard adjacent to
residential use

Setback
0.0 m
0.0 m
3.0 m
0.0 m
3.0 m

Commercial development must conform to the requirements of section 5.4 of this bylaw.
9.1.5 Density:
Maximum density is not to exceed 1.0 floor area ratio (FAR).
9.1.6

Height:
Maximum Height
Maximum Height when abutting tidal waters

9.1.7

12.4 m
5.5 m

Conditions of Use:
All dwelling units shall:
a) be on second floor or above.
b) have a private exterior entrance separate from any commercial facilities; and
c) contain a minimum of 18.6 m2 of amenity open space per dwelling unit, but this
amenity open space need not be located on the ground.
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9.2

COMMERCIAL TWO: C-2 ZONE

Purpose:
The Commercial Two: C-2 Zone provides for service commercial land use.
9.2.1 Permitted Uses:
Land, buildings, and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
Principal Uses:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)
i)
j)
k)
l)
m)
n)
o)
p)
q)
r)
s)

Automotive sales
Bus terminals
Cannabis retail
Community hall or centre
Drive thru
Garden centre
Hotels
Indoor Recreation and Entertainment
Liquor Retail
Lumberyard
Marina
Motel
Offices
Personal service establishments
Pub
Professional service establishments
Restaurant
Retail Store
School

Accessory uses:
a) Accessory Buildings and Uses
b) Dwelling, Low rise apartment
c) Dwelling, Townhouse or Row House
d) Storage, Outdoor
9.2.2 Lot Coverage:
The maximum lot coverage is 90%.
9.2.3

Lot Area:
Minimum Lot Area

9.2.4

No minimum required

Minimum Yard Dimensions:
Location
Front Yard
Side Yard
Side yard adjacent to

Setback
7.6 m
0.0 m
3.0 m
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residential use
Side Yard on Corner
Rear Yard
Rear yard adjacent to
residential use

7.6 m
0.0 m
3.0 m

Commercial development must conform to the requirements of section 5.4 of this bylaw.
9.2.5 Density:
Maximum density is 1.0 floor area ratio (FAR).
9.2.5

Height:
Maximum Height
Maximum Height when abutting tidal waters

12.4 m
5.5 m

9.2.6 Conditions of Use:
a)

b)

All dwellings shall:
i. be on second floor or above.
ii. have a private exterior entrance separate from any commercial facilities.
iii. contain a minimum of 18.6 m2 of amenity open space per dwelling unit, but this
amenity open space need not be located on the ground.
Every business or undertaking shall be conducted within a completely enclosed building
or structure except for outdoor display, rental, sales, storage, parking and loading
facilities.
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9.3 COMMERCIAL SERVICE ONE: CS-1 ZONE
Purpose:
The Commercial Service One: CS-1 Zone provides commercial service land use with a mixture of
tourist accommodation, services, and retail commercial uses.
9.3.1 Permitted Uses:
Land, buildings, and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
Principal Uses:
a) Drive thru
b) Gas Service Station
c) Hotel
d) Motel
e) Restaurant
f) Retail Convenience store
Accessory uses:
a) Suite, Caretaker
9.3.2 Lot Coverage:
The maximum lot coverage is 80%.
9.3.3
9.3.4

Lot Area:
Minimum Lot Area

No minimum required

Minimum Yard Dimensions:
Location

Setback

When fronting onto
Campbell Way
Front Yard
7.6 m
15.2 m
Side Yard
3.0 m
NA
Rear Yard
7.6 m
NA
Commercial development must conform to the requirements of section 5.4 of this bylaw.
9.3.5 Density:
Maximum density is 1.0 floor area ratio (FAR).
9.3.6

Height:
Maximum Height
Maximum Height when abutting tidal waters

9.3.7

12.4 m
5.5 m

Conditions of Use:

a) Retail Convenience Stores established under the regulations set out in this bylaw on
property used for a gas service station must be included within and be a part of the
principal building (service station building).
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9.4

COMMERCIAL SERVICE TWO: CS-2 ZONE

Purpose:
The Commercial Service Two: CS-2 Zone provides for a mix of commercial land uses.
9.4 .1 Permitted Uses:
Land, buildings, and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
Principal Uses:
a) Automotive Sales/Rental
b) Broadcasting station
c) Drive thru
d) Garden centre
e) Motel
f) Restaurant
Accessory uses:
a) Accessory Buildings and Uses
b) Retail Store
c) Dwelling, Caretaker
d) Outdoor storage
9.4.2 Lot Coverage:
The maximum lot coverage is 65%.
9.4.3
9.4.4

Lot Area:
Minimum Lot Area

No minimum required

Minimum Yard Dimensions
Location
Setback

Front Yard
Side Yard
Rear Yard

When fronting
onto Campbell
Way
15.2 m
NA
NA

7.6 m
3.0 m
6.1 m

Commercial development must conform to the requirements of section 5.4 of this bylaw.
9.4.5 Density:
Maximum density is 1.0 floor area ratio (FAR).
9.4.6

Height:
Maximum Height
Maximum Height when abutting tidal waters

12.4 m
5.5 m
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9.5

MARINE PLEASURE COMMERCIAL: MPC

Purpose
The Marine Pleasure Commercial: MPC Zone provides for Marinas, commercial services and
compatible accessory services and uses.
9.5.1 Permitted Uses:
Land, buildings, and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
Principal Uses:
a) Pub
b) Marina
c) Restaurant
Accessory uses:
a) Personal Service Establishment
b) Retail Store
c) Suite, Caretaker
d) Offices

9.5.2

Height:
Maximum Height

5.5 m

9.5.3 Conditions of Use:
a) Suite, Caretaker may occur as onboard vessel living where appointed by the Town for such
purposes.
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10.0 INDUSTRIAL ZONES
10.1

INDUSTRIAL ONE:M-1 ZONE

Purpose:
The Industrial One: M-1 Zone designates land that because of location, actual or potential large site
sizes, and location in relation to the waterfront or transportation routes, is best suited for general
industrial development.
10.1.1 Permitted Uses:
Land, buildings and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
Principal Uses:
a) Automotive Sales/Rental
b) Lumber yards,
c) Garden centres
d) Restaurants
e) Storage, Outdoors
f) Manufacturing or Processing, Light
g) Marinas
h) Nursery and Greenhouses
i) Warehousing
j) Wholesale
k) Works Yard
Accessory uses:
a) Accessory Buildings and Uses
b) Suite, Caretaker
10.1.2 Lot Coverage:
The maximum lot coverage is 80%.
10.1.3 Lot Area:
Minimum Lot Area

No minimum required

10.1.4 Minimum Yard Dimensions:
Location
Front yard (properties
zoned M-1 located on
Campbell Way-Arterial
Highway)
Front yard (all other I-1
areas of the Town)
Side Yard
Rear Yard

Setback
15.2 m

7.6 m
3.0 m
3.0 m
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10.1.5 Density:
Maximum density is 1.0 floor area ratio, FAR.
10.1.6 Height:
Maximum Height

10.0 m

10.1.7 Conditions of Use:

a)

Where the boundary of any parcel abuts either an A-2, R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, RM-1, RMH-1,
C-1 or P-1 zone, then there shall be a buffer area a minimum of 15.2 m in depth. Such a
buffer area shall conform to the requirements of section 5.4 of this bylaw.

b)

Every business or undertaking shall be conducted within a completely enclosed building or
structure, except for outdoor display, rental, sales, servicing or storage yards, parking and
loading facilities.

c)

All industrial activity and storage not contained within a building shall be enclosed by
screening and such activity and storage shall not be piled higher than the screening. Where
screening is required, it shall consist either of a solid 2.4 m high fence or opaque wall or of
an evergreen hedge not less than 1.83 m in height.
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10.2

INDUSTRIAL TWO: M-2 ZONE

Purpose:
The Industrial Two: M-2 Zone designates land that because of location, actual or potential large site
sizes, and location in relation to the waterfront or transportation routes, is best suited for general
industrial development.
10.2.1 Permitted Uses:
Land, buildings and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
Principal Uses:
a) Automotive Sales/Rental
b) Lumberyard
c) Garden centres
d) Restaurants
e) Storage, Outdoors
f) Manufacturing or Processing, Heavy
g) Manufacturing or Processing, Light
h) Marinas,
i) Warehousing
j) Wholesale
k) Works Yard
l) Wrecking yard
Accessory uses:
a) Accessory Buildings and Uses
b) Suite, Caretaker

10.2.2 Lot Coverage:
The maximum lot coverage is 80%.
10.2.3 Lot Area:
Minimum Lot Area

No minimum required

10.2.4 Minimum Yard Dimensions:
Location
Front yard (properties
zoned M-1 located on
Campbell Way-Arterial
Highway)
Front yard (all other I-1
areas of the Town)
Side Yard
Rear Yard

Setback
15.2 m

7.6 m
3.0 m
3.0 m
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10.2.5 Density:
Maximum density is 1.0 floor area ratio, FAR.
10.2.6 Height:
Maximum Height

14.0 m

10.2.7 Conditions of Use:

a)

Where the boundary of any parcel abuts either an A-2, R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, RM-1, RMH-1,
C-1 or P-1 zone, then there shall be a buffer area a minimum of 15.2 m in depth. Such a
buffer area shall conform to the requirements of section 5.4 of this bylaw.

b)

Every business or undertaking shall be conducted within a completely enclosed building or
structure, except for outdoor display, rental, sales, servicing or storage yards, parking and
loading facilities.

c).

All industrial activity and storage not contained within a building shall be enclosed by
screening and such activity and storage shall not be piled higher than the screening. Where
screening is required, it shall consist either of a solid 2.4 m high fence or opaque wall or of
an evergreen hedge not less than 1.83 m in height.
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10.3

MARINE HEAVY INDUSTRIAL: MHI ZONE

Purpose
The Marine Heavy Industrial: MHI Zone applies to the area of water covered by Water Lots L1645,
L1711 and L2082 together with all foreshore land abutting or adjoining such Water Lots to a point
15.24 m from the high-water mark.
10.3.1 Permitted Uses
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

10.4

Log dumping
Log sorting
Log storage
Barge operation and unloading
Storage of fuel oil and/or gasoline
Boat salvage / decommission

MARINE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL: MIC ZONE

Purpose
This zone covers the area of water covered by Water Lot Numbered L2099 together with all
foreshore land abutting or adjoining such Water Lot to a point 12.24 m from the high-water mark.
This zoning provides for the accommodation of industries that are associated with the fishing
industry, marine transportation, ship building and maintenance.
10.4.1 Permitted Uses
a) Marine and aircraft fueling operations and bulk storage
b) Mooring of commercial vessels
c) Repair and maintenance shops oriented to marine use and
water traffic
d) Ship building, boat building and repair
e) Warehouses, works yards, storage and loading facilities
oriented to marine use and water traffic
f) Fish and seafood buying, selling, and packing
g) Water taxis, ferries, boat rental, aircraft, and amphibious
vessels
h) Sales of supplies and fishing equipment
i) All uses under Marine Recreation, Pleasure: MRP Zone
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11.0 PUBLIC USE ZONES
11.1

Public One: P-1 ZONE

Purpose
Public Use: P-1 Zone designates land that is best suited to public uses such as civic, educational,
religious, hospitals, parks, cultural and recreational facilities.
11.1.1 Permitted Uses
Land, buildings and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
a) Assembly, cultural and recreational facilities including arenas,
auditorium, swimming pools, tennis courts, community halls and
similar publicly operated facilities;
b) Fire halls
c) Police stations
d) Public hospitals
e) Municipal Halls
f) Library
g) Marina
h) School
i) Suite, Caretaker
j) Parking
k) Buildings and structures accessory to the principal use

11.1.2 Minimum Yard Dimensions
Location
Front yard
Side Yard
Rear Yard
11.2

Setback
7.6 m
3.0 m
9.1 m

MARINE RECREATION, PLEASURE: MRP ZONE

Purpose
The Marine Recreation, Pleasure: MRP Zone covers the area of water covered by Hoy Bay within
the Town Boundary outside of Water Lots L1645, L1646 and L2099, together with all foreshore land
abutting or adjoining Hoy Bay outside of the Water Lots designated herein to a point 12.24 m from
the high-water mark.
11.2.1 Permitted Uses
All recreational boating pursuits.
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TOWN OF PORT MCNEILL
ZONING BYLAW NO. 671, 2016
Pursuant to the Municipal Act, the Council of the Town of Port McNeill in open meeting assembled
enacts as follows:
PART 1 - TITLE
101
Title
This bylaw may be cited for all purposes as "the Town of Port McNeill Zoning Bylaw No. 671,
2016".
PART 2 -INTERPRETATION
201
Definitions
In this bylaw, unless the context otherwise requires,
AGRICULTURAL USE means a use providing for the growing, rearing, producing,
1.
harvesting and sale of agricultural products; includes the processing on an individual farm of
primary agricultural products harvested, reared or produced on that farm;
2.
AMENITY OPEN SPACE means land free of buildings, structures, roads and
parking areas and intended for the amenity or recreational use of the occupants of the
buildings;
3.
BED AND BREAKFAST means an owner-occupied single family dwelling containing
rooms without cooking facilities intended primarily for the sleeping accommodation of the
travelling public, with breakfast meals being prepared and served to guests by means of the
common kitchen and dining facilities used by the owner-occupier;
4.
BOARDING HOUSE means a building containing one or more sleeping units within
a dwelling unit and which are used by persons other than members of the family sharing the
dwelling unit;
5.
BUILDING means a structure located on the ground, which is designed, erected or
intended for the support, enclosure, or protection of persons or property;
6.
BUILDING, ACCESSORY means an incidental or subordinate building which is:
a) used for the better enjoyment of the building to which it is accessory;
b) located upon the same lot as the one on which the principal building is located, or is being
erected and, without restricting the generality of the foregoing, includes tool sheds, storage
sheds, separate carports, private garages but not attached carports or garages or a building
intended as a dwelling unit;
7.
CAMPGROUND means a site operated and occupied for part of the year only as
temporary accommodation for holiday makers in tourist trailers, cabins or tents, but a
campground is not a manufactured home park or motel or hotel;
8.
COMMUNITY SEWER SYSTEM means a common sewer or the system of
sewerage or sewage disposal within the meaning of the Health Act which is owned, operated
and maintained by the Town of Port McNeill;
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9.
COMMUNITY WATER SYSTEM means a system of waterworks within the meaning
of the Health Act, which is owned, operated and maintained by the Town of Port McNeill;

10.

COTTAGE means a dwelling unit of not more than 70 m2 (753.5 sq. ft.), ancillary to

and separate from the principal dwelling, which may be used for residential purposes;

11.
DWELLING UNIT means a room or rooms which form a self-contained unit for the
domestic use of one or more persons living as a single household and with a private
entrance which is not another dwelling unit;
12.
DWELLING, SINGLE FAMILY means any building used for dwelling purposes and
which has only one dwelling unit;
13.
DWELLING, TWO FAMILY means any building used for dwelling purposes and
which has two dwelling units;

DWELLING, TOWNHOUSE OR ROW HOUSE means a block of at least three side
14.
by side family dwelling units, where each family dwelling unit is separated from the other by a
party (common) wall;
15.
DWELLING, LOW RISE APARTMENT means any building divided into not less than
three dwelling units each of which is occupied as a permanent home or residence of one
family as distinct from a hotel, motel, auto court or similar transient accommodation;
16.
EXPOSING BUILDING FACE means that part of the exterior wall of a building which
faces one direction and is located between the ground level and the ceiling of its top storey;

FAMILY UNIT means a room or rooms for the temporary residential use of
17.
vacationers or as the temporary sleeping quarters for travellers and containing cooking,
sleeping and other necessary facilities;
18.
FLOOR AREA means the total area of all the floors, measured to the extreme outer
limits of the buildings, but excludes areas intended for the maneuvering or parking of
automobiles, cellars or basements not to be used for habitable purposes; and roof gardens,
balconies, sundecks, porches, cantilevered canopies and patios appurtenant to the structure
and not enclosed by walls;
19.
FRONTAGE means the number of feet of a parcel of land which abuts road
allowance; in the case of a corner lot, the shortest side shall be considered to be the
frontage;
20.
GASOLINE SERVICE STATION means premises primarily for the sale of gasoline,
lubricating oil and motor vehicle accessories directly to the users of motor vehicles and the
servicing of motor vehicles excluding body works, painting and major repairs;

GRADE (as applying to the determination of building height) means the lowest
21.
of the average levels of finished ground adjoining each exterior wall of a building;
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22.
HEIGHT, BUILDING (in storeys) means the number of storeys contained between
the roof and the floor of the first storey;

HOME OCCUPATION means any occupation or profession carried on for
23.
consideration which is clearly incidental to the use of the dwelling unit for residential
purposes;
24.

LOT means any lot, block or other area in which land is held or into which land is

subdivided;

25.

MARINA means a site including the surface of water which provides for the rental of
mooring space and floats for boats, the sale, rental and repair of boats and engines; the
sale, rental of marine fuel and marine supplies and fishing equipment;
26.

MANUFACTURED HOME means a structure, whether or not ordinarily

equipped with wheels, that is
a) designed, constructed or manufactured to be moved from one place to another by
being towed or carried;
b) used or intended to be used as a living accommodation; and
c) that conforms with the CAN/CSA Z240 MH Series at the time of manufacture

MODULAR HOME means finished section(s) of a complete dwelling built in a factory
27.
for transport to the site for installation. Finished means fully enclosed on the exterior and
interior but need not include interior painting, taping, installation of cabinets, floor covering,
fixtures, heating systems, and exterior finishes. Modular homes conform to the National
Building Code of Canada or British Columbia Building Code where mandated, and contain a
CSA Modular home label;
28.
MANUFACTURED HOME PARK means the parcel or parcels, as applicable, on
which one or more manufactured home sites that the same landlord rents or intends to rent
and common areas are located;
29.

MANUFACTURED HOME SITE means a site in a manufactured home park, which
is rented or intended to be rented to a tenant for the purpose of being occupied by a
manufactured home;
30.
MOTEL means a building or a group of buildings providing separate sleeping or
dwelling units intended to be occupied primarily by the travelling public;
31.

NATURAL BOUNDARY means the visible high-water mark of any lake, river,
stream, or other body of water where the presence and action of the water are so common
and usual, and so long continued in all ordinary years, as to mark upon the soil of the bed of
the lake, river, stream, or other body of water, a character distinct from that of the banks
thereof, in respect to vegetation, as well as in respect to the nature of the soil itself;
32.
NON-CONFORMING BUILDING OR USE means any building or use which does
not conform with all the regulations of this bylaw, or any amendments thereto;
33.

PARCEL means a parcel of land registered in the Land Titles Office;
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34.
PARKING AREA means an open area of land used for the parking of vehicles of
residents, clients, customers, or employees, but does not include streets or driveways;
PRINCIPAL BUILDING means a building containing a principal use permitted in the
35.
zone in which it is located;
36.
RETAIL CONVENIENCE STORE means a building containing miscellaneous
household and person items and groceries available for retail sale to the public, but does not
include the sale or rental of appliances, furniture or video cassettes;
SCREENING means a continuous fence, wall, compact evergreen hedge or
37.
combination thereof, that would effectively screen the property which it encloses, and is
broken only by access driveways and walks;
38.
SECONDARY DWELLING UNIT means a residential unit within a single family
residence containing cooking, sleeping and bathroom facilities which is occupied by a tenant
or tenants, which use as a rental unit is secondary to a single family dwelling;
39.
SETBACK OR LINE OF SETBACK means the required minimum horizontal
distance measured between a building or use and each of the respective lot lines. In the
case of a building, the measurement is taken from the exposing face of the building;
40.
SITE means a tract of land occupied or to be occupied by a principal building and its
accessory buildings together with such open spaces and yards as are required in this bylaw,
but a site need not coincide with a parcel;
41.
SLEEPING UNIT means a room or rooms used as a temporary sleeping quarters for
travellers;
42.
STOREY means that portion of any building, which is situated between the top of any
floor and the top of the floor next above it; if there is no floor above it, that portion between
the top of such floor and the ceiling above it;
43.
STOREY, FIRST means the uppermost storey having its floor not more than 1.83 m
(6 feet) above grade;
44.
STRUCTURE means a construction of any kind whether fixed to, supported by or
sunk into land, and includes, for example, stadiums, sheds, fences, platforms, display signs,
tanks, poles, towers or pools;
WATERCOURSE means any natural or man-made depression with well-defined
45.
banks and a bed .61 m (2 feet) or more below the surrounding land serving to give direction
to a current of water at least six months of the year or having a drainage area of 1.61 km 2 (1
sq. mi.) or more as required by a designated official of the Ministry of Environment of the
Province of British Columbia;
46.
YARD, FRONT means that portion of the lot, extending from one side lot line to the
other, between the front line of the lot and a line drawn parallel thereto, the depth of such
yard shall mean the perpendicular distance between the front line of the lot and the parallel
line, in the case of a through lot.there shall be two such front yards;
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47.
YARD, REAR means that portion of the lot extending from one side lot line to the
other, between the rear line of the lot and a line drawn parallel thereto; the depth of such
yard means the perpendicular distance between the rear line of the lot and the parallel line;
48.

YARD, SIDE means the portion of the lot, extending from the front yard to the rear
yard, between the side line of the lot and a line drawn parallel thereto; the width of such yard
shall mean the perpendicular distance between the side line of the lot and the parallel line.
PART 3 - BASIC PROVISIONS
301

Zones
1. For the purposes of this bylaw, the area incorporated into the Town of Port McNeill shall
be classified and divided into the zones, designated and described with their short form
equivalents as follows:

Rural -

Rural and agricultural

(A-1 )

Small Holding -

Rural, semi-rural and suburban

(A-2)

Residential 1-

Low density residential

(R-1 )

Residential 2-

Compact low density permanent
and manufactured home residential

(R-2)

Residential 3-

Manufactured home residential

(R-3)

Residential 4-

Compact low density residential

(R-4)

Residential Multiple 1-

Apartment, townhouse medium
density

(RM-1)

Residential Manufactured
Home 1-

Manufactured home park

(RMH-1)

Commercial 1Commercial 2 -

Core commercial
Service Commercial

(C-1 )
(C-2)

Commercial Service 1-

Highway commercial

(CS-1)

Commercial Service 2-

Commercial sales area

(CS-2)

Industrial 1-

Light industrial area

(M-1)

Industrial 2-

Heavy industrial area

(M-2)

Public Use

Park and public use area

(P-1 )

Marine Heavy Industrial

Marine heavy industrial

(MHI)

Marine Pleasure Commercial

Marine pleasure commercial

(MPC)
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Marine Recreation Pleasure

Marine recreation pleasure

(MRP)

Marine Industrial Commercial

Marine industrial commercial

(MIC)

Comprehensive Development Zone 1 Comprehensive Development

(CD-1 )

2. The extent of each zone is shown on a map to be known as the zoning map, designated
as Schedule "A" hereto, signed and dated by the Mayor and Administrator.
3. Where a zone boundary does not follow a legally defined line, and where the distances
are not specifically indicated, the location of the boundary shall be determined by scaling
from the map referred to in section 301 (2) of this bylaw.
302

Prohibition
Subject to the provisions of the appropriate legislation respecting non-conforming uses, land
shall not be used, buildings or structures constructed, altered, located or used, contrary to
this bylaw.

303

Non-conforming uses
1. Any building or structure conforming as to use, but non-conforming as to size, shape or
siting at the time of the effective date of this bylaw, may be altered, or extended provided that
any structural alteration, or extension shall comply with the regulations specified for the zone
in which it is located
2. The lawful use of any land, buildings or structure existing at the time of the adoption of
this bylaw may be continued subject to the provisions of the appropriate legislation, although
such use does not conform to the provisions of this bylaw.
3. Any parcel, existing at the effective date of this bylaw, which fails to meet the minimum
site area of this bylaw may be used for any permitted use of the zone in which it is located,
subject to all other regulations applicable to that zone.

304

Conflicting use or siting
No parcel or area of land shall be alienated , and no use shall be initiated and no building or
structure shall be sited in a manner, which thereby renders non-conforming any existing use,
building or structure on that parcel.

305

Subdivision
1. No land shall be subdivided so as to render it non-conforming to the provisions of this
bylaw for the zone in which it is located.
2. Buildings and structures in the case of a parcel of land, which may be further subdivided,
shall be sited so as to facilitate the future subdivision of the parcel or adjacent parcels of
land.

306

Administration
The Administrator or such other municipal officer as may be appointed by Council shall
administer this bylaw.
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307

Violation
1. It shall be unlawful for any person to cause, suffer, or permit any building or structure to
be constructed, reconstructed, altered, moved, extended or used, or land to be occupied or
used, in contravention of this bylaw or otherwise to contravene or fail to comply with this
bylaw except as provided for in the appropriate legislation.
2. It shall be unlawful for any person to prevent or obstruct any official appointed under
section 306 of this bylaw from the carrying out of his duties under this bylaw.

308

Penalty
1. Any person who violates the provisions of this bylaw is liable on summary conviction to a
penalty not exceeding two hundred dollars in addition to the cost of prosecution.
2. Each day during which such violation is continued shall be deemed to be a new and
separate offense.

309

Severabifity
If any part, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this bylaw is for any reason held to be
invalid by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect
the validity of the remaining portions of the bylaw.

310

Amendment
1. Any person wishing to have this bylaw amended shall make application in writing to the
Administrator. Such application shall comply with the following requirements:
a) It shall include the legal description of the subject property, if applicable, and the
reasons why the applicant feels an amendment is necessary;
b) To allow sufficient time for advertising and processing, an application for
re-zoning shall be submitted to the Administrator on or before the fifteenth day
or the month preceding the respective month listed in subsection 310 (2);
c) It shall be accompanied by the fee set out in the Fees and Charges Bylaw and
any amendments thereto;
d) That Notice of Public Hearing be provided in accordance with the Notice of Public
Hearing Bylaw and any amendments thereto.
2. Public hearings pursuant to the provisions of the appropriate legislation shall be held
quarterly in the months of January, April, July, and October only, except where Council
deems that particular circumstances merit more immediate consideration.

311

Appeal
The Board of Variance established under the Board of Variance Bylaw and any amendments
thereto shall hear and determine any appeal in accordance with the provisions of the
appropriate legislation.
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PART 4 - GENERAL PROVISIONS
401
Public Utilities
Unattended utility structures including electrical transformer stations, substations, telephone
exchanges, water pumping stations, sewage lift pumps, reservoirs, and any other public
utility structures, may be located in any zone provided that:
a) the structure or use is necessary for the safe and efficient operations of the utility;
b) the utility which the structure serves is available to or for service to the public;
c) height and yard restrictions are in accordance with those provided for the zone in
which the use is to be located;
d) notwithstanding subsection (c), a 7.6 m (25 ft.) wide buffer area shall be provided
on all sides of the parcel as prescribed in section 404 of this bylaw;
e) the outdoor storage of materials shall be screened by a landscape screen, solid
fence or opaque wall, any of which shall be at least equal in height to the material
stored;
f) all driveways and temporary parking areas shall be treated with a dust-free
surface;
g) the parking of motor vehicles other than to temporarily service or maintain the
utility structure shall be prohibited;
h) where there may be a danger to any member of the public, fencing at least 1.83
m (6 ft.) in height shall be erected.
402

Home Occupations
1. A home occupation may be carried on in any zone subject to the following provisions:
a) it shall be carried on only by a person or persons resident on the parcel, and no
more than one person not resident thereon shall be employed in it;
b) it shall be carried on wholly within a building;
c) it shall produce no public offence or nuisance whether by noise, vibration, smoke,
odour, dust, heat, glare, electrical disturbance, or by any other means;
d) the total display area of outdoor advertising media shall not exceed .186 m2 (2 sq .
ft.), otherwise there shall be no external indication of the existence of the
occupation whether by displays, floodlighting, or any other means;
e) no material or objects produced, repaired, treated, sold or used in the occupation
shall be kept or stored out of doors.
2. Bed & Breakfast operations may be carried out in R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4 and CD-1 Zones
provided that:
a) the provisions of Home Occupations Section 402 (1) are adhered to;
b) the dwelling shall not lodge more than 10 people including the normal residents of
the dwelling;
c) the requirements for off-street parking Section 403 4 (g) are adhered to;
d) the British Columbia Building Code, Fire Code and any other requirements of the
Statutes of British Columbia are adhered to.
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403

Off-Street Parking and Loading
1. An off-street parking area shall have the following dimensions:

Angle of
Parking
Parallel
30°
45°
60°
90°

2.44
3.05
3.05
3.05
3.05

Aisle Width
Parking Stall Width
Parking Stall Depth
One way
Two way
m (8 ft.)
6.71 m (22 ft.)
3.66 m (12 ft.) 5.49 m (18 ft.)
m (10ft.)
6.1 m (20ft.)
3.66m(12ft.) 4.57m(15ft.)
m (10 ft.)
6.1 m (20 ft.)
4.57 m (15 ft.) 5.49 m (18 ft.)
m (10ft.)
6.1 m (20 ft.)
5.49 m (18 ft.) 6.40 m (21 ft.)
m (10ft.)
6.1 m (20ft.)
6.71 m(22ft.) 7.32m(24ft.)

2. Where more than two parking spaces are required on a parcel, except for townhouses
having an integral parking area for each dwelling unit, any
(i) parking area;
(ii) maneuvering aisle;
shall be separated from any building containing a dwelling unit by a buffer area not less than
7.6 m (25 ft.) wide. Such a buffer area is not required where an opaque wall or fence not
less than 1.83 m (6 ft.) high above the vehicle surface surrounds the parking area, except for
necessary exits and access roads, or where the parking area abuts a wall that does not
contain a window over .554 m2 (6 sq. ft.) in area leading to a habitable room.
3. An off-street parking area shall have each parking space and all internal access and
egress driveways surfaced with a dust-free material.
4. Off-street parking spaces for each building shall be provided in accordance with the
following table:
Use
a) single family house or duplex
b) single family house with a cottage or
containing a secondary dwelling unit
c) duplex (each unit containing a
secondary dwelling unit)
d) dwelling unit above commercial facilities
e) townhouse or rowhouse
f) apartment dwelling
g) boarding house and/or bed & breakfast
h) motel and hotel

i) store, office and restaurant

j) medical clinic and dental office
k) industrial

Parking Reguirement
2 spaces per dwelling unit
3 parking spaces
6 parking spaces
1 space per dwelling unit
1.75 spaces per dwelling unit
1.5 spaces per dwelling unit
1 space per bedroom after the third
1 space per family unit and
1 space per two sleeping units and
1 space per two employees
1 space per 45.45 m2 (500 sq . ft.) of gross
floor area or fraction thereof and
1 space per employee
1 space per 21.87 m2 (300 sq. ft.) of gross
floor area or fraction thereof
1 space per employee
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1 space per teaching area and
1 space per non-teaching employee and, in
The case of a senior secondary
school 1 space per 8 students
1 space per 10 seats
m)church
1 space per 4 seats and 1 space per
n) theatre
employee
0) assembly hall, auditorium, fraternal
1 space per 10 seats or 1 space per
building, lodge, community hall, dance hall,
9.290 m 2 (100 sq. ft.) of floor area
public library, and funeral parlour
used for assembly or dancing,
whichever is greater
p) hospital, nursing home, rest home
2 spaces per 3 patient beds
1 space per vehicle customarily operating
q) taxi office
from the office.
when combined with another separate and
r) retail convenience store
different business, an additional
1parking space per 46.45 m 2 (500 sq.
ft.) of Convenience Store area.
I) school

5. Off-Street loading spaces shall:
a) be no smaller in area than 18.58 m2 (200 sq. ft.);
b) have convenient vehicular access to a public thoroughfare.
6. One off-street loading space shall be provided for:
a) every 1858 m 2 (20,000 sq. ft.) of floor space, or fraction thereof, for structures
involved in the receipt or delivery of goods or materials by vehicles;
b) every 1858 m2 (20,000 sq. ft.), or fraction thereof, of yard involved in the receipt or
delivery of goods or materials by vehicles.
7. Off-street parking areas shall not be considered as off-street loading space.
8. Driveways shall:
a) be graded and drained so as to dispose of all surface water on site. Drainage
across the surface of sidewalks, adjacent properties and abutting roads or lanes is
not permitted;
b) be surfaced with asphalt, concrete or equivalent material;
c) not cross the surface of sidewalks, curbs or gutters;
d) shall be designed and constructed in accordance with requirements set out in the
Subdivision Bylaw and the Building Bylaw of the Town of Port McNeill and any
amendments thereto.
9. Parking lots in commercial or industrial zones shall:
a) be graded and drained so as to dispose of all surface water on site. Drainage
across the surface of sidewalks, adjacent properties and abutting roads or lanes is
not permitted;
b) be surfaced with asphalt, concrete or equivalent material;
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c) be designed and constructed in accordance with requirements set out in the
Subdivision Bylaw and the Building Bylaw of the Town of Port McNeill and any
amendments thereto;
d) be finished so that the individual spaces, manoeuvering aisles, entrances and
exits are clearly marked by curbs, fences, painted lines and/or signs. Such
markings shall be maintained in a legible manner;
e) be adequately lit and so arranged that all direct rays of light are reflected upon the
parking area and not on any adjoining properties.
404

Buffer Areas
Within any required buffer area:
a) no building or structure may be erected or placed ;
b) no garbage disposal area and no part of any private sewage disposal system
shall be located;
c) no vehicle parking area shall be located;
d) no storage shall be permitted;
e) the only roads permitted are those which cross it as close to right angles as
practicable and connect directly with the road system;
f) the area shall be cleared and grubbed and suitable vegetation shall be
established. Approval of such landscaping before commencement and
acceptance of the complete project must be obtained from the Council of the
Town of Port McNeill.

405

Vision Clearance
At any road junction, no person shall place or permit to be placed or grow any tree, shrub,
plant, fence or other structure with horizontal dimension exceeding .61 m (2 feet) within the
triangular area formed by two intersecting lot lines and the line joining the points on such lot
lines 2.4 meters (8 feet) from the point of intersection, between an elevation such that an eye
1 to 2.4 m (3.28 to 8 feet) above the surface elevation of one road , cannot see an object 1 to
2.4 meters (3.28 ft.-8 ft.) above the surface of the other road.

12
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Flood Control
Notwithstanding any other provisions of this bylaw, no building or part thereof shall be
constructed, moved or extended, nor shall any manufactured home unit or modular home or
any other structure be located:
a) with the underside of the floor system of any area used for habitation, business,
or storage of goods damageable by floodwater, or in the case of a
manufactured home or unit the ground level on which it is located, lower than 1.52
m (5 ft.) above the natural boundary of any nearby watercourse;
b) within 15.24 m (50 ft.) of the natural boundary of any nearby watercourse. If
landfill is used to achieve the required elevation, no portion of the landfill slope
shall be closer than the above distance from the natural boundary, and the face of
the landfill slope must be adequately protected against erosion from floodwaters.
Provided that, with the approval of the Ministry of Environment, these requirements may be
reduced,

PART 5 - RURAL ZONE (A-1)
501
Application
Rural Zone (A-1 ) designates land that because of relative distance to community facilities
and services is best suited for non-urban types of land use.
502

Lot Size
The minimum parcel area required in an A-1 zone shall be 2.43 ha (6 acres).
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503

Permitted Uses
Land, buildings and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
a) agriculture, horticulture and accessory uses, but excluding fur farming;
b) residential uses, including manufactured homes, but not manufactured home
parks;
c) parks, playgrounds, schools, churches, public community halls and cemeteries;
d) museums, fairgrounds and outdoor recreation facilities;
e) the extraction of raw materials from the land, provided that no further processing
is permitted on the site;
f) campgrounds, subject to the requirements of the Statutes of British Columbia;
g) buildings and structures ancillary to the principal use.

504

Conditions of Use
1. On parcels not served by a community water system and on parcels adjacent to parcels
not served by a community water system, the keeping and raising of animals is permitted
provided that:
a) no drinking or feeding trough, manure pile or enclosure or structure for housing
animals, or for the storage of feed, bedding or similar materials shall be less than
22.86 m (75 ft.) from any property line or dwelling;
b) the Medical Health Officer is satisfied that no well would suffer contamination from
either:
i) the keeping and raising of animals in such locations;
ii) the disposal of sewage and the operation of septic tanks.
2. Only one dwelling unit or one manufactured home shall be permitted per parcel, and shall
meet the requirements of section 904 (2) (3) (4) and (6) of this bylaw.
3. The maximum height of buildings shall be no more than one storey above the first storey.

505

Siting
The minimum depth of yard for buildings shall be as follows:
a) front yard
b) rear yard
c) side yard

7.6 m (25 ft.)
7.6 m (25 ft.)
3.05 m (10 ft.)

PART 6 - SMALL HOLDING ZONE (A-2)

601

Application
Small Holding Zone (A-2) designates land that because of proximity to urban areas in the
community, prevailing development, and small holding needs, is best suited for suburban
types of land use. Land designated A-2 will, in the ordinary course of events, be the
residential expansion areas of the community.

602

Lot Size
The minimum parcel area required in an A-2 zone shall be .20 ha. (.5 acre).
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603

Permitted Uses
Land, buildings and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
a) agriculture, horticulture and accessory uses, but excluding fur farming;
b) residential uses, including manufactured homes, but not manufactured home
parks;
c) parks, playgrounds, schools, churches and public community halls;
d) campgrounds, subject to the requirements of the Statutes of British Columbia;
e) buildings and structures ancillary to the principal use.

604

Conditions of Use
1. On parcels not served by a community water system and on parcels adjacent to parcels
not served by a community water system, the keeping and raising of animals is permitted,
provided that:
a) no drinking or feeding trough, manure pile or enclosure or structure for housing
animals, or for the storage of feed, bedding or similar materials shall be less than
22.86 m (75 ft.) from any property line or dwelling;
b) the Medical Health Officer is satisfied that no well would suffer contamination
from:
i) the keeping and raising of animals in such locations;
ii) the disposal of sewage and the operation of septic tanks.
2. Only one residential unit or one manufactured home shall be permitted per parcel.
3. Dwelling units shall conform to the requirements of section 704 (2) (3) (4) and (6) of this
bylaw.
4. Every manufactured home park shall meet the requirements of Town of Port McNeill
Manufactured Home Park Bylaw and any amendments thereto.
5. The maximum height of buildings shall be no more than one storey above the first storey.

605

Siting
The minimum depth of yard for buildings shall be as follows:
a) front yard
b) rear yard
c) side yard

7.6 m (25 ft.)
7.6 m (25 ft.)

3.05 m (10 ft.)

PART 7 - RESIDENTIAL ZONE 1 (R-1)
701
Application
Residential Zone 1 (R-1) designates land that, because of location, existing small lot
development, and existing or impending community water and sanitary sewer systems, is
best suited to one and two family, low density residential development.

15
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702

Lot Size
1. The minimum site area per dwelling unit shall be as follows:
Single family dwelling Two family dwelling

659,3 m2 (7000 sq. ft.)
464.5 m2 (5000 sq. ft.)

2. The minimum frontage per lot shall be 18.29 m (60 ft.), except on curves or cul-de-sacs in
which case the minimum average width shall be 18.29 m (60 ft.).
703

Permitted Uses
Land, buildings and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
a) single family and two family dwelling units, inclusive of modular and prefabricated
homes that meet the requirements of section 804, subsections (2) and (3) but
exclusive of manufactured homes;
b) parks, playgrounds, schools and churches;
c) hospitals;
d) buildings and structures ancillary to the principal use;
e) secondary dwelling units within existing homes;
f) bed and breakfast operations (see 402 (2); 403 (4) g.

704

Conditions of Use
1. Buildings and structures shall not cover more than 35% of the site area.
2. Buildings for residential use shall have a minimum floor area of 92.90 m2 (1000 sq. ft.)
above the basement, if any.
3. All buildings and structures shall be erected on permanent foundations and shall conform
to the British Columbia Building Code.
4. The maximum permitted height of any dwelling unit shall be no more than one storey
above the first storey.
5. Secondary Dwelling Unit Regulations:
a) The secondary dwelling unit must be part of (included within) the principal
building;
b) The building height restriction 704 (4) shall apply;
c) Only one secondary dwelling unit shall be permitted on each single family lot;
d) A secondary dwelling unit shall not occupy more than 40% of the habitable floor
area of the building in which it is located;
e) No more than 2 persons shall occupy a secondary dwelling unit;
f) A building in which a secondary dwelling unit is located shall be connected to
municipal water and sewer systems and shall be subject to utility billings as if it
were two dwelling units;
g) Owners of property containing secondary dwelling units shall comply with parking
requirement Section 403 (4).
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705

Siting. Eaves and Porches
1. Siting - The minimum depth of yard for buildings shall be as follows:

7.6 m (25 ft.)
7.6 m (25 ft.)

a) front yard
b) rear yard
c) side yard
d) side yard on corner site

1.52 m (5 ft.)
3.05 m (10 ft.)

2. Eaves - shall not overhang the main sidewalls of the building in excess of 75 cm (30
inches) unless the minimum side yard applicable is increased in width by the amount that the
overhang exceeds 75 cm (30 inches).
3. Porches - Entrance porches and steps may project from the exposing building face into
the front or rear setback area for a maximum distance of 1.6 m (5 feet) from the principal
building provided that the extension does not add usable floor space.
FRONTAL VIEW OF HOUSE AND SIDE PROPERTY LINES R·1, R':2, R-3, R-4

OPTION 1

" roof overhangs (max. 30 inches)

Side
Property~

line
Exposing face of the building
OPTION 2

" roof ovemangs
maximum 30"

J~ ,Foundation

wall
Property line "

BAY WINDOW (exposing face ofthe building)
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Accessory Building
1. Accessory Buildings shall satisfy all the following provisions:
a) shall not be closer to the front property line than the exposing building face of
the principal building;
b) shall not be closer than 3 m (10 feet) to the side property line on a comer lot;
c) shall not be constructed upon statutory rights-of-way or easements;
d) shall not be closer than:
3 m (10 feet) from the principal building except carports sharing a
common wall with the principal building;
ii. 1.5 m (5 feet) from any rear lot line which abuts a lane in the event that
the accessory building is to be constructed exiting directly onto this lane;
iii. 1 m (3.28 feet) from any other rear lot line;
iv. 1 m (3.28 feet) from any side lot line;
i.

e) shall not exceed 4 m (13.12 feet) in height;
f) shall not exceed in floor area eight percent (8%) of the area of the lot to a
maximum of 55 m 2 (592 sq. ft.);
g) Notwithstanding subsection (d) accessory buildings which meet all of the following
requirements shall be permitted in side and rear yards (but not side yards on a
comer lot) with no setback required from property line and:
i. shall not exceed 13 m 2 (140 sq. ft.) in floor area;
ii. shall not exceed 3 m (9.8 feet) in height;
iii. shall not be closer than 1.5 m (5 feet) to a principal dwelling or an
accessory building.
2. Adjacent property owners wishing to construCt combined carports or garages in a rear
yard may be granted relief by the Building Inspector from the requirements of subsection 1.
(d) iv above so that the accessory building can be erected across the lot line, provided
however that the occupancies must be separated by a non-combustible fire wall constructed
straddling the lot line, to create a complete fire separation between the properties.
3. Where accessory buildings are attached to the prinCipal building, they shall be considered
to be part of the principal building and shall conform to the required yard setbacks of this
zone.
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Sketch showing suggested dimensions and setbacks for accessory buildings Rl, R2, R3, and R4.
No construction upon easements
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PART 8 - RESIDENTIAL ZONE 2 (R-2)
801

Application
Residential Zone 2 (R-2) designates land that, because of location, existing small lot
development, and existing or impending community water and sanitary sewer systems, is
best suited to compact low density residential development, including manufactured homes.

802

Lot Size
1. The minimum site area per dwelling unit shall be as follows:
Single family dwelling
Two family dwelling

464.5 m2 (5000 sq. ft. )
348.4 m2 (3750 sq. ft.)

2. The minimum frontage per lot shall be 15.24 m (50 ft.), except on curves or cul-de-sacs in
which case the minimum average width shall be 15.24 m (50 ft.)
803

Permitted Uses
Land, buildings and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
a) single family and two family dwelling units, inclusive of modular and prefabricated
homes that meet the requirements of section 804, (2) and (3) and
manufactured homes;
b) parks, playgrounds, schools and churches;
c) hospitals;
d) buildings and structures ancillary to the principal use;
e) secondary dwelling units within existing homes, excluding manufactured homes;
f) bed and breakfast operations (see 402 (2); 403 (4) g.

804

Conditions of Use
1. Buildings and structures shall not cover more than 35% of the site area.
2. Buildings for residential use shall have a minimum main floor area of 55.74 m2 (600 sq. ft.)
per dwelling unit.
3. All conventional, modular and prefabricated homes shall be erected on permanent
foundations conforming to the British Columbia Building Code.
4. All manufactured homes shall be placed on and secured to a foundation that shall be
constructed of monolithic concrete, unit masonry, or other approved material as provided for
in the current Town of Port McNeill Building Bylaw and any amendments thereto.
5. The maximum permitted height of any dwelling unit shall be no more than one storey
above the first storey.
6. Only those manufactured homes that are certified as meeting the Canadian Standards
Association specification CAN/CSA Z240 MH shall be permitted.
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7. Secondary Dwelling Unit Regulations:
a) The secondary dwelling unit must be part of (included within) the principal
building;
b) The building height restriction 704 (4) shall apply;
c) Only one secondary dwelling unit shall be permitted on each single family lot;
d) A secondary dwelling unit shall not occupy more than 40% of the habitable floor
area of the building in which it is located;
e) No more than 2 persons shall occupy a secondary dwelling unit;
f) A building in which a secondary dwelling unit is located shall be connected to
municipal water and sewer systems and shall be subject to utility billings as if it
were two dwelling units;
g) Owners of property containing secondary dwelling units shall comply with parking
requirement Section 403 (4).
805

Siting. Eaves and Porches
1. Siting - The minimum depth of yard for buildings shall be as follows:
a)
b)
c)
d)

front Yard
rear yard
side yard
side yard on corner site

6.1 m(20ft.)
3.05 m (10 ft.)
1.52 m (5 ft.)
3.05 m (10 ft.)

2. Eaves - shall not overhang the main sidewalls of the building in excess of 75 cm (30
inches) unless the minimum side yard applicable is increased in width by the amount that the
overhang exceeds 75 cm (30 inches).
3. Porches - Entrance porches and steps may project from the exposing building face into
the front or rear setback area for a maximum distance of 1.6 m (5 feet) from the principal
building provided that the extension does not add usable floor space.
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FRONTAL VIEW OF HOUSE AND SIDE PROPERTY LINES R-1,

R~2,

R-3, R-4

OPTION 1
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806

Accessory Building
1. Accessory Buildings shall satisfy all the following provisions:
a) shall not be closer to the front property line than the exposing building face of
the principal building;
b) shall not be closer than 3 m (10 feet) to the side property line on a comer lot;
c) shall not be constructed upon statutory rights-of-way or easements;
d) shall not be closer than:
i. 3 m (10 feet) from the principal building except carports or garages
sharing a common wall with the principal building;
ii. 1.5 m (5 feet) from any rear lot line which abuts a lane in the event that the
accessory building is to be constructed exiting directly onto this lane;
iii. 1 m (3.28 feet) from any other rear lot line;
iv 1 m (3.28 feet) from any side lot line.
e) shall not exceed 4 m (13.12 feet) in height;
f) shall not exceed in floor area eight percent (8%) of the area of the lot to a
maximum of 55 m 2 (592 sq. ft.);
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g) Notwithstanding subsection (d), accessory buildings which meet all of the following
requirements shall be permitted in side and rear yards (but not side yards on a
corner lot) with no setback required from property line and:
i. shall not exceed 13 m2 (140 sq. ft.) in floor area;
ii. shall not exceed 3 m (9.8 feet) in height;
iii. shall not be closer than 1.5 m (5 feet) to a principal dwelling or an
accessory building.

2. Adjacent property owners wishing to construct combined carports or garages in a rear
yard may be granted relief by the Building Inspector from the requirements of subsection 1.
(d) iv above so that the accessory building can be erected across the lot line, provided
however that the occupancies must be separated by a non-combustible fire wall constructed
straddling the lot line, to create a complete fire separation between the properties.

3. Where accessory buildings are attached to the principal building, they shall be considered
to be part of the principal building and shall conform to the required yard setbacks of this
zone.

Sketch showing suggested dimensions and s~tbacks for

acc~ssory

buildings R1, R2, R3, and R4.
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PART 9 - RESIDENTIAL ZONE 3 (R-3)
901
Application
Residential Zone 3 (R-3) designates land that because of location, existing small lot
development, and existing or impending community water and sanitary sewer systems, is
best suited to compact residential mobile and single family dwelling development.
902

Lot Size
1. The minimum site area shall be as follows:
Single family dwelling
Two family dwelling

371.6 m2 (4000 sq. ft.)
not permitted

2. The minimum frontage per lot shall be 12.19 m (40 ft.); except on curves or cul-de-sacs in
which case the minimum average width shall be 12.19 m (40 ft.)
903

Permitted Uses
Land, buildings and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
a)
b)
c)
d)

904

single family manufactured homes;
single family dwellings;
buildings and structures ancillary to the principal use;
bed and breakfast operations (see 402 (2); 403 (4) g.

Conditions of Use
1. Buildings and structures shall not cover more than 35% of the site area.
2. Only those manufactured homes conforming to the CAN/CSA Z240 MH Series shall be
permitted. Manufactured homes not having the certification label shall be considered not to
be certified.
3. Manufactured homes shall be placed on and secured to a foundation that shall be
constructed of monolithic concrete, unit masonry, or other approved material, as provided for
in the Town of Port McNeill Building Bylaw and any amendments thereto.
a) single family dwellings shall be constructed in accordance with the British
Columbia Building Code Regulations and Building Bylaw of the Town and any
amendments thereto.
4. Structures that are closer than 1.22 m (4 ft.) to the principal building shall be considered
to be part of the principal building and shall be required to be placed on foundations
conforming with the Town of Port McNeill Building Bylaw and any amendments thereto.
5. The aggregate width of the principal buildings shall not exceed 9.14 m (30 ft.) feet when a
single wide manufactured home is situated on the lot.
a) Constructed homes - Single family dwellings shall comply with all siting
requirements set out in section 1005 of this Part.
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6. Principal buildings shall not exceed 5.18 m (17 ft.) nor one storey in height above grade.
a) The height of the single family dwelling or principal building shall not exceed 5.18
m (17 ft.) nor one storey in height above the highest natural ground level of the
foundation.
905

Siting . Eaves and Porches
1. Siting - The minimum depth of yard for residential buildings shall be as follows:
a) front yard
b) rear yard
c) side yard
d) side yard on corner site

4.57
1.52
1:52
4.57

m
m
m
m

(15 feet)
(5 feet)
(5 feet)
(15 feet)

2. Eaves - shall not overhang the exposing building face of the building in excess of 75 cm
(30 inches) unless the minimum side yard applicable is increased in width by the amount that
the overhang exceeds 75 cm (30 inches).
3. Porches - Entrance porches and steps may project from the exposing building face into
the front setback area for a maximum distance of 1.6 m (5 feet) from the principal building
provided that the extension does not add usable floor space.
FRONTAL VIEW OF HOUSE AND SIDE PROPERTY LINES R-1. R~2, R-3, R-4
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line
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906

Accessory Building
1. Accessory Buildings shall satisfy all the following provisions:
a) shall not be closer to the front property line than the exposing building face of
the prinCipal building;
b) shall not be closer than 3 m (10 feet) to the side property line on a comer lot;
c) shall not be constructed upon statutory rights-of-way or easements;
d) shall not be closer than:
i. 3 m (10 feet) from the principal building except carports or garages
sharing a common wall with the principal building;
ii. 1.5 m (5 feet) from any rear lot line which abuts a lane in the event that the
accessory building is to be constructed exiting directly onto this lane;
iii. 1 m (3.28 feet) from any other rear lot line;
iv. 1 m (3.28 feet) from any side lot line;
e) shall not exceed 4 m (13.12 feet) in height;

f) shall not exceed in floor area eight percent (8%) of the area of the lot to a
maximum of 55 m2 (592 sq. ft.);
g) Notwithstanding subsection 1. (d), accessory buildings which meet all of the
following requirements shall be permitted in side and rear yards (but not side yards
on a corner lot) with no setback required from property line and:
i. shall not exceed 13 m 2 (140 sq. ft.) in floor area;
ii. shall not exceed 3 m (9.8 feet) in height;
h) shall not be closer than 1.5 m (5 feet) to a prinCipal dwelling or an accessory
building.
2. Adjacent property owners wishing to construct combined carports or garages in a rear
yard may be granted relief by the Building Inspector from the requirements of subsection
1(d) iv. above so that the accessory building can be erected across the lot line, provided
however that the occupancies must be separated by a non-combustible fire wall constructed
straddling the lot line, to create a complete fire separation between the properties.
3. Where accessory buildings are attached to the principal building, they shall be considered
to be part of the principal building and shall conform to the required yard setbacks of this
zone.
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Sketch showing suggested dimensions and setbacks for accessory buildings R1, R2, R3, and R4.
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PART 10 - RESIDENTIAL ZONE 4 (R-4)
1001

Application
Residential Zone 4 (R-4) designates land that because of location, existing small lot
development, and existing or impending community water and sanitary sewer systems, is
best suited for compact one and two family low density residential development.

1002

Lot Size
1. The minimum site area per dwelling unit shall be as follows:
Single family dwelling
Two family dwelling

464.5 m2 (5000 sq. ft.)
348.4 m2 (3750 sq . ft.)

2. The minimum frontage per lot shall be 15.24 m (50 ft.), except on curves or cul-de-sacs in
which case the minimum average width shall be 15.24 m (50 ft.)
1003

Permitted Uses
Land, buildings and structures, shall be used for the following purposes only:
a) single and two family dwelling units, exclusive of manufactured homes;
b) parks and playgrounds;
c) buildings and structures ancillary to the principal usej
d) secondary dwelling units within existing homes;
e) bed and breakfast operations (see 402 (2); 403 (4) g.

1004

Conditions of Use
1. Buildings and structures shall not cover more than 35% of the site area.

27

Page 144 of 169

Bylaw No. 671,2016
Zoning Bylaw
2. Buildings for residential use shall have a minimum main floor interior area of 65.03 m2
(700 sq ft.)
3. All buildings and structures shall be erected on permanent foundations and shall conform
to the Town of Port McNeill Building Bylaw and any amendments thereto.
4. The maximum permitted height for residential buildings shall be as follows:
a) no building shall be more than one storey above the first storey;
b) the maximum height above average natural ground level shall be 8.23 m (27 ft.)
5. Secondary Dwelling Unit Regulations:
a) The secondary dwelling unit must be part of (included within) the principal
building;
b) The building height restriction 804 (4) shall apply;
c) Only one secondary dwelling unit shall be permitted on each single family lot;
d) A secondary dwelling unit shall not occupy more than 40% of the habitable floor
area of the building in which it is located;
e) A building in which a secondary dwelling unit is located shall be connected to
municipal water and sewer systems and shall be subject to utility billings as if it
were two dwelling units;
f) Owners of property containing secondary dwelling units shall comply with parking
requirement Section 403 (4).
1005

Siting , Eaves and Porches
1. Siting - Minimum depth of yard for buildings shall be as follows:
a) front yard
b) rear yard
c) side yard
d) side yard on corner site

4.57 m (15 feet)
1.52 m (5 feet)
1.52 m (5 feet)
4.57 m (15 feet)

2. Eaves - shall not overhang the exposing building face of the building in excess of 75
cm (30 inches) unless the minimum side yard applicable is increased in width by the
amount that the overhang exceeds 75 cm (30 inches).
3. Porches - Entrance porches and steps may project from the exposing building face_
into the front setback area for a maximum distance of 1.6 m (5 feet) from the principal
building provided that the extension does not add usable floor space.
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FRONTAL VIEW OF HOUSE AND SIDE PROPERTY LINES R-1, R"':2, R-3, R-4

OPTION 1

fl roof overhangs (max. 30 inches)

Side
Property~

clearance

line

from exposing
face of the building
to property line
Exposing face of the building

OPTION 2

fl roof overhangs

maximum 30·

:Ie ,Foundation wall

Property line "

BAY WINDOW (exposing face of the building)
1006

Accessory Building
1. Accessory Buildings shall satisfy all the following provisions:
a) shall not be closer to the front property line than the exposing building face of
the principal building;
b) shall not be closer than 3 m (10 feet) to the side property line on a corner lot;
c) shall not be constructed upon statutory rights-of-way or easements;
d) shall not be closer than:
i. 3 m (10 feet) from the principal building except carports sharing a
common wall with the principal building;
ii. 1.5 m (5 feet) from any rear lot line which abuts a lane in the event that the
accessory building is to be constructed exiting directly onto this lane;
iii. 1 m (3.28 feet) from any other rear lot line;
iv. 1 m (3.28 feet) from any side lot line.
e) shall not exceed 4 m (13.12 feet) in height;
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f) shall not exceed in floor area eight percent (8%) of the area of the lot to a
maximum of 55 m 2 (592 sq. ft.);
g) Notwithstanding subsection 1. (d), accessory buildings which meet all of the
following requirements shall be permitted in side and rear yards (but not side yards
on a corner lot) with no setback required from property line and:
i. shall not exceed 13 m2 (140 sq. ft.) in floor area;
ii. shall not exceed 3 m (9.8 feet) in height;
iii. shall not be closer than 1.5 m (5 feet) to a principal dwelling or an
accessory building.
2. Adjacent property owners wishing to construct combined carports or garages in a rear
yard may be granted relief hy the Building Inspector from the requirements of subsection 1.
(d) iv. above so that the accessory building can be erected across the lot line, provided
however that the occupancies must be separated by a non-combustible fire wall constructed
straddling the lot line, to create a complete fire separation between the properties.
3. Where accessory buildings are attached to the principal building, they shall be considered
to be part of the principal building and shall conform to the required yard setbacks of this
zone.

Sketch showing suggested dimensions and setbacks for accessory buildings Rl, R2, R3, and R4.
No construction upon easements

3.28 ft. (1 m)

Rear property line
Mm~.
14Q

3.28 ft. (1 m)

S921q, ft.

Easement 10 • 12 ft.

$q.lt.

Max lIti,ht

EJ

nfl.
Mn h'is,ht 'U ft

lot 1

lot2

Front

Corner lot

10 ft.

Road

Road
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PART 11 - RESIDENTIAL ZONE 1 (RM-1)
1101 Application
Residential Multiple Zone (RM-1) designates land that because of location near the town
centre, established residential development, parks, schools, views, major or collector roads,
and existing community water and sewer facilities, is best suited for medium density multiple
residential developments.
1102

Permitted Uses
Land, buildings and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

1103

low-rise apartments;
townhouses or rowhouses;
single family and two family dwelling units;
boarding houses;
buildings and structures ancillary to the principal uses.

Conditions of Use
1. The total aggregate floor area of a building or buildings on a parcel when divided by the
area of such parcel shall not exceed 0.90.
2. The distance from a habitable room to any facing wall in any building also containing
dwelling units and on the same parcel shall not be less than 15.24 m (50 ft.), except when
both buildings have only one storey, in which case such distance may be reduced to 9.14 m
(30 ft.).
3. The distance from any wall with windows from habitable rooms located in the basement,
first or second storey to a facing wall of a parking structure, garage or carport shall not be
less then 7.6 m (25 ft.).
4. The maximum permitted height of buildings for apartment use shall be as follows:
a) townhouses
b) low rise apartments -

2 storeys or 9.14 m (30 ft.)
3 storeys or 12.19 m (40 ft.)

5. Parcels shall have a least 37.16 m 2 (400 sq. ft.) of amenity open space for each dwelling
unit.
6. Single family and two family dwelling units shall meet the requirements of section 702,
704, 705 and 706 of this bylaw.
1104

Siting
1. Except as provided for single family and two family dwellings in section 1103 hereto, the
minimum depth of yard shall be as follows:
a) front yard
b) rear yard

7.6 m. (25 ft.)
10.67 m. (35 ft.)
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c) side yard
i. where the sidewall of a building does not contain a window over .554 m 2
(6 sq . ft.) in area leading to a habitable room - 3.05 m (10 ft.);
ii. where the sidewall of a building contains a window over .554 m2 (6 sq . ft.)
in area leading to a habitable room - 7.6 m (25 ft.);
iii. where the sidewall of a one storey building contains a window over .554
m 2 (6 sq. ft.) in area leading to a habitable room and where the sidewall
faces the sidewall of another building which is not more than one storey
- 4.57 m (15 ft.);
iv. where two or more buildings are situated on the same lot, the minimum
allowable distance between two facing walls shall be the sum of the two
side yards established under section 1104 (c) (i) (ii) (iii).

PART 12 - RESIDENTIAL MOBILE HOME PARK ZONE 1 (RMH-1)
1201

Application
Residential Manufactured Home Park Zone 1 (RMH-1) designates land that because of its
meeting the same requirements as low density multiple residential, is best suited for
permanent residential manufactured home park development provided that adjacent uses
are not adversely affected in a physical sense.

1202

Permitted Uses
Land, buildings and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
a) permanent manufactured home parks;
b) single family dwelling units;
c) buildings and structures ancillary to the principal use.

1203

Conditions of Use
1. Every permanent manufactured home park shall meet the requirements of the Town of
Port McNeill Manufactured Home Park Bylaw and any amendments thereto.
2. Single family dwelling units shall meet the requirements of sections 802, 804, 805 and
806 of this bylaw.

PART 13 - COMMERCIAL ZONE 1 (C-1)
1301

Application
Commercial Zone 1 (C-1) designates land that because of its location in the center of the
community, or immediate proximity to major roads, is best suited for pedestrian oriented
retail shopping facilities and personal service commercial facilities centered on a shopping
centre.

1302

Permitted Uses
Land, buildings and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
a) the retail sales of goods and services, and the servicing thereof, excluding
i. lumber yards, nurseries, and greenhouses;
ii. motor vehicles, and the rental thereof, and motor vehicle products, such
as gasoline, motor vehicle parts, accessories and trailers;
iii. boats, and the rental thereof, marine services and ship chandlers;
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b) offices, including business outlets, banks, insurance offices, and professional
offices;
c) services to persons and households including barbering, hairdressing, tailoring,
shoemaking, dry cleaning, and laundromats;
d) indoor recreation facilities including theaters, bowling alleys, billiard halls, dance
halls, and other commercial, health, entertainment and recreational facilities,
private clubs, lodges and fraternal organizations;
e) community facilities including churches, church halls, community centers,
libraries, clinics (health unit), and educational facilities including colleges, trade
and business schools, dance and music studios;
f) cafes and restaurants; but exclusive of drive-in restaurants;
g) hotels and motels and related uses;
h) taxi offices and bus terminals;
i) dwelling units limited exclusively to storeys above the first storey of a building;
j) buildings and structures ancillary to the principal use.
1303

Conditions of Use - All Permitted Uses
1. There shall be no minimum required site size except in the case of a site not served by a
community sewer system, the Medical Health Officer may require a minimum size to provide
sufficient area to dispose of wastes generated on the parcel.
2. No front, rear or side yards shall be required except when any parcel zoned C-1 abuts
either an A-2, R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4 or RM-1 Zone, and then there shall be a buffer area a
minimum of 3.05 m (10ft.) in depth. Such a buffer area shall conform to the requirements of
section 404 of this bylaw.
3. No building shall be more than three storeys or 12.19 m (40 ft.) in height except on
parcels that abut tidal waters when the building shall not be more than one storey or 5.18 m
(17 ft.) in height.

1304

Conditions of Use - Hotels & Motels
1. A parcel for motel or hotel use
a) shall contain a minimum of 92.90 m2 (1000 sq. ft.) of site area per sleeping unit;
b) shall contain a minimum of 185.80 m2 (2000 sq . ft.) of site area per family unit;
c) shall provide a minimum of 9.290 m2 (100 sq. ft.) of amenity open space for each
family unit.
2. If in any habitable room or a building for motel or hotel use, the window area in a wall is
.372 m2 (4 sq. ft.) or more, the minimum distance measured at right angles from any part of
the window surface to either a parcel boundary or another building on the same parcel shall
not be less than 7.6 m (25 ft.)

1305

Conditions of Use - Dwelling Units
1. Dwelling units shall:
a) have a private exterior entrance separate from any commercial facilities;
b) have a distance of not less than 7.6 m (25 ft.), measured at right angles, between
any window in the wall of a habitable room and a parcel boundary, except when
the building has only one storey when the distance may be reduced to 4.57 m.
(15ft.);
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c) meet the requirements of section 1103 (2) and (3) of this bylaw;
d) contain a minimum of 18.58 m2 (200 sq. ft.) of amenity open space per dwelling
unit, but this amenity open space need not be located on the ground.
PART 14 - COMMERCIAL ZONE 2 (C-2)
1401 Application
Commercial 2 (C-2) designates land that because of its location near the center of the
community or immediate proximity to major roads, is best suited to retail shopping facilities
and personal service commercial facilities.

1402

Permitted Uses
Land, buildings and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
a) the retail sales of goods and services, and the servicing thereof, excluding
gasoline stations;
b) the retail sale of automobile products, auto parts and accessories, motor vehicles
and recreational vehicles;
c) retail building materials, garden shops;
d) the sale, rental, storage, servicing and repairing of household items;
e) offices, including business outlets, banks, insurance offices, and professional
offices;
f) services to persons and households including barbering, hairdressing, tailoring,
shoemaking, dry cleaning, and laundromats;
g) heating, plumbing and electrical shops;
h) indoor recreation facilities, including theaters, bowling alleys, billiard halls, dance
halls, and other commercial, health, entertainment and recreational facilities,
private clubs, lodges, and fraternal organizations;
i) cafes, restaurants and drive-in restaurants;
j) marinas, boat sales and rentals, marine services, and ship chandlers;
k) clinics (health unit), trade and business schools, dance and music studios;
I) taxi offices and bus terminals;
m) dwelling units limited exclusively to storeys above the first storey of a building;
n) buildings and structures ancillary to the principal use.

1403

Conditions of Use
1. There shall be no minimum parcel size except where in the case of a parcel not serviced
by a community sewer system, the Medical Health Officer may require a minimum size to
provide sufficient area to dispose of wastes generated on the parcel of property.
2. Where the boundary of any parcel zoned C-2 abuts either an A-2, R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4 or
RM-1 zone, then there shall be a buffer area a minimum of 3.05 m (10ft.) in depth. Such a
buffer area shall conform to the requirements of section 404 of this bylaw.
3. Every business or undertaking shall be conducted within a completely enclosed building
or structure except for outdoor display, rental, sales, storage, parking and loading facilities.
4. Storage not contained within a building shall be enclosed by screening, such screening to
consist of a solid 2.44 m (8 ft.) high fence or opaque wall, or an evergreen hedge not less
than 1.83 m (6 ft.) in height. Storage shall not be piled higher than the screening.
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5. A fence or wall shall:
a) be uniformly painted and well maintained;
b) not be used for advertising or display purposes, or for the posting of notices.
6. An evergreen hedge shall be maintained in good condition at all times.
7. Any building closer than 3.05 m (10 ft.) to a side or rear boundary shall have an approved
firewall.
8. No building shall be more than three storeys or 12.19 m (40 ft.) in height except on
parcels that abut tidal water when the building shall not be more than one storey or 5.18 m
(17 ft.) in height.
9. Dwelling units shall conform to the requirements of section 1305 of this bylaw.
1404

Siting
The minimum depth of yard for buildings shall be as follows:
a) front yard
b) side yard on comer site

7.6 m (25 ft.)
7.6 m (25 ft.)

PART 15 - COMMERCIAL SERVICE ZONE 1 (CS-1)
1501 Application
Commercial Service Zone 1 (CS-1) designates land that because of location on a major
road, is best suited for tourist facilities, gasoline service stations, and restaurants; all of which
are primarily drive-in facilities.
1502

Permitted Uses
Land, buildings and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

motels and hotels;
restaurants, including drive-in restaurants;
gasoline service stations;
retail convenience stores;
one dwelling unit for the residential accommodation of the owner or manager of a
permitted use;
f) buildings and stru.ctures ancillary to the principal use.
1503

Conditions of Use
1. There shall be no minimum parcel size except where in the case of a parcel not serviced
by a community sewer system, the Medical Health Officer may require a minimum size to
provide sufficient area to dispose of wastes generated on the parcel of property.
2. Buildings and structures shall not cover more than 35% of the site area.
3. Where the boundary of any parcel zoned CS-1 abuts either an A-2, R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4 or
RM-1 zone, then there shall be a buffer area a minimum of 3.05 m (10 ft.) in depth. Such a
buffer area shall conform to the requirements of section 404 of this bylaw.
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4. Land, buildings and structures for motel and hotel use, shall meet the requirements of
section 1304 of this bylaw.
5. Retail Convenience Stores established under the regulations set out in this bylaw on
property used for a gasoline service station must be included within and be a part of the
principal building (service station building).
6. Dwelling units shall conform to the requirements of section 804, (2), (3) (4) and (6) of this
bylaw.
7. The maximum height of buildings shall be no more than one storey above the first storey.
1504

Siting
The minimum depth of yard for buildings and storage areas in CS-1 shall be as follows:
a) front yard (properties located on Campbell Way-Arterial Highway) - 15.24 m
(50 ft.), front yard (all other CS-1 areas of the Town) - 7.6m (25 ft.)
b) rear yard
7.6 m (25 ft.)
c) side yard
3.05 m (10 ft.)

PART 16 - COMMERCIAL SERVICE ZONE 2 (CS-2)
1601

Application
Commercial Service 2 (CS-2) designates land that because of location on a major road is
best suited for commercial sales that are primarily drive-in facilities.

1602

Permitted Uses
Land, buildings and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)
i)
j)
k)
I)

1603

manufactured home sales;
new and used motor vehicle sales;
recreational vehicle sales;
boat sales;
restaurants and cafes, including drive-ins;
motels;
garden sales;
rental of U-drive cars;
radio and television broadcasting stations;
retail sales of parts and accessories for above categories;
one dwelling unit for the residential accommodation of the owner or manager
of a permitted use;
buildings and structures ancillary to the principal use.

Conditions of Use
1. Buildings and structures other than motels shall not cover more than 35% of the site area.
2. Where the boundary of any parcel zoned CS-2 abuts either an A-2, R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4,
RM-1 or P-1 zone, then there shall be a buffer area a minimum of 3.05 m (10 ft.) in depth.
Such a buffer area shall conform to the requirements of section 404 of this bylaw.
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3. Every business or undertaking shall be conducted within a completely enclosed building
or structure except for outdoor display, rental, sales, storage, parking and loading facilities.
4. A parcel for motel use shall meet the requirements of section 1304 of this bylaw.
5. Dwelling units shall conform to the requirements of section 904 (2) (3) (4) and (6) of this
bylaw.
6. The maximum height of buildings shall be no more than one storey above the first storey.
1604

Siting
The minimum depth of yard for buildings and storage areas in CS-2 shall be as follows:
a) front yard (properties zoned CS-2 located on Campbell Way-Arterial Highway)15.24 m (50 ft.), front yard (all other CS-2 areas of Town) - 7.6m (25 ft.)
b) rear yard
6.1 m (20 ft.)
c) side yard
3.05 m (10 ft.)

PART 17 -INDUSTRIAL ZONE 1 (M-1)
1701 Application
Industrial Zone 1 (M-1) designates land that because of location on a major road adjacent to
the town centre and because of location in relation to other commercial development, is best
suited for attractive and landscaped warehousing, wholesaling, and light industrial
operations, or for operations designed for or dependent upon direct automobile access.
1702

Permitted Uses
Land, buildings and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
a) lumber yards, nurseries and greenhouses;
b) the retail sale of automobiles and automobile products, such as gasoline,
automobile parts and accessories, motor vehicles and trailers;
c) the rental, storage, servicing and repair of all motor vehicles;
d) cafes and restaurants;
e) light industrial functions, including light manufacturing, processing and
assembling, warehousing , wholesaling and storage;
f) assembly plants not involving forging, casting, punch presses or drop forges;
g) plumbing, sheet metal workshops and machine shops;
h) marinas, boat sales and rentals, marine services and ships chandlers;
i) municipal works yards;
j) contractors' works yards;
k) one dwelling unit which is part of a permitted building or structure for the
accommodation of the owner, operator or an employee;
I) uses ancillary to the principal use.

1703

Conditions of Use
1. There shall be no minimum parcel size except where in the case of a parcel not serviced
by a community sewer system, the Medical Health Officer may require a minimum size to
provide sufficient area to dispose of wastes generated on the parcel.
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2. Where the boundary of any parcel abuts either an A-2, R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, RM-1, RMH-1,
C-1 or P-1 zone, then there shall be a buffer area a minimum of 15.24 m (50 ft.) in depth.
Such a buffer area shall conform to the requirements of section 404 of this bylaw.
3. Every business or undertaking shall be conducted within a completely enclosed building
or structure, except for outdoor display, rental, sales, servicing or storage yards, parking and
loading facilities.

4. All industrial activity and storage not contained within a building shall be enclosed by
screening and such activity and storage shall not be piled higher than the screening. Where
screening is required , it shall consist either of a solid 2.44 m (8 ft.) high fence or opaque wall
or of an evergreen hedge not less than 1.83 m (6 ft.) in height.
5. A fence or wall shall:
a) be uniformly painted and well maintained;
b) not be used for advertising or display purposes or for the posting of notices.
6. An evergreen fence shall be maintained in good condition at all times.
7. Dwelling units shall conform to the requirements of section 804 (2) (3) (4) and (6) of this
bylaw.
8. The maximum height of buildings shall be no more than one storey above the first storey.
1704

Siting
The minimum depth of yard for buildings and storage areas shall be as follows :
a) front yard (properties zoned M-1 located on Campbell Way-Arterial Highway)15.24 m (50 ft.), front yard (all other M-1 areas of the Town) - 7.6m (25 ft.)
b) rear yard
3.05 m (10ft.)
c) side yard
3.05 m (10 ft.)

PART 18 - INDUSTRIAL ZONE 2 (M-2)
1801 Application
The Industrial Zone 2 (M-2) designates land that because of actual or potential large site
sizes and location in relation to the waterfront or transportation routes, is best suited for
general industrial development.
1802

Permitted Uses
Land, buildings and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
a) industries which are not offensive within the meaning of the Health Act;
b) uses permitted in the M-1 zone.

1803

Conditions of Use
Every use of land and every building or structure permitted in the M-2 zone shall conform to
the conditions of use provided for the M-1 zone in section 1703 of this bylaw.
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1804

Siting
The minimum yard requirements for buildings and structures shall be as provided for in the
M-1 Zone in section 1704 of this bylaw.

PART 19· PUBLIC USE ZONE (P-1)
1901 Application
Public Use Zone (P-1) designates land that is best suited to public uses such as civic,
educational, religious, hospitals, parks, cultural and recreational facilities.
1902

Permitted Uses
Land, buildings and structures shall be used for the following purposes only:
a) assembly, cultural and recreational facilities including arenas, auditoriums,
swimming pools, tennis courts, community halls and similar publicly operated
facilities;
b) fire halls;
c) police stations;
d) public hospitals;
e) municipal halls;
f) libraries;
g) marinas, yacht clubs and the sale of fuel for pleasure craft;
h) parks, playgrounds and playfields;
i) schools;
j) a dwelling unit for a caretaker, watchman or other persons considered essential to
the operation of the facility;
k) parking ;
I) buildings and structures ancillary to the principal use.

1903

Siting
The minimum depth of yard for buildings shall be as follows:
a) front yard
b) rear yard
c) side yards

7.6 m (25 ft.)
9.14 m (30 ft.)
3.05 m (10 ft.)

PART 20 • MARINE HEAVY INDUSTRIAL ZONE (MHI)
2001 Application
Marine Heavy Industrial Zone (MHI) applies to the area of water covered by Water Lots
L 1645, L 1711 and L2082 together with all foreshore land abutting or adjoining such Water
Lots to a point 15.24 m (50 ft.) from the high water mark.
2002

Permitted Uses
a)
b)
c)
d)
c)

log dumping;
log sorting;
log storage;
barge operation and unloading;
storage of fuel oil and/or gasoline.
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PART 21 - MARINE PLEASURE COMMERCIAL ZONE (MPC)
2101 Application
Marine Pleasure Commercial Zone (MPC) applies to the area of water covered by Water Lot
L 1646 together with all foreshore land abutting or adjoining such Water Lot to a point 15.24
m (50 ft.) from the high water mark.
2102

Permitted Uses
a) restaurants, night clubs and cabarets;
b) docks, wharves and floats for the use of water taxis, ferries, float planes and
amphibious vessels and necessary refueling;
c) docks, wharves and floats for the use of commercial mooring facilities, mnrin<ls
and boat rentals;
d) government wharves and docks and associated traffic;
e) retail sales of live or fresh fish or shellfish;
f) retail sales of fishing supplies, marine equipment, live and fresh bait;
g) permanent residence on a boat or vessel by one member for the purpose of
security for fire protection or by a dully appointed Municipal Wharfinger and
immediate family;
h) temporary or seasonal residence on a boat or vessel;
i) marine oriented clubs;
j) public washrooms;
k) office accommodation;
I) all uses under Marine Recreation Pleasure Zone, section 2202.

PART 22 - MARINE RECREATION PLEASURE ZONE (MRP)
2201 Application
This zoning covers the area of water covered by Hoy Bay within the Town Boundary outside
of Water Lots L 1645, L 1646 and L2099, together with all foreshore land abutting or adjoining
Hoy Bay outside of the Water Lots designated herein to a point 12.24 m (50 ft.) from the high
water mark.
2202

Permitted Uses
All recreational boating pursuits.

PART 23 - MARINE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL ZONE (MIC)
2301 Application
This zone covers the area of water covered by Water Lot Numbered L2099 together with all
foreshore land abutting or adjoining such Water Lot to a point 12.24 m (50 ft.) from the high
water mark. This zoning provides for the accommodation of industries that are associated
with the fishing industry, marine transportation, ship building and maintenance.
2302

Permitted Uses
a)
b)
c)
d)

marine and aircraft fueling operations and bulk storage;
mooring of commercial vessels;
repair and maintenance shops oriented to marine use and water traffic;
ship building, boat building and repair;
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e) warehouses, works yards, storage and loading facilities oriented to marine use
and water traffic;
f) fish and seafood buying, selling and packing;
g) water taxis, ferries, boat rental, aircraft and amphibious vessels;
h) sales of supplies and fishing equipment;
i) all uses under Marine Recreation Pleasure (Part 22).
PART 24 - COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT ZONE 1 (CD-1)

2401

Application
Comprehensive Development Zone 1 (CD-1) designates land that, because of location, size
and impending community water and sanitary sewer systems, is best suited to a phased,
long-term, mixed-density residential development interspersed with a variety of green
spaces.

2402

Lot Size
1. The minimum site area shall be as follows:
Single-family dwelling
Two-family dwelling
Single-family dwelling and cottage

371.6 m2(4,OOO sq. ft.)
606.8 m2(6,500 sq . ft.)
2,000 m2(21,527.8 sq. ft.)

2. The maximum site area shall be 6,000 m2 (64,583.5 sq. ft.)
3. The minimum frontage shall be as follows:
Lots up to 2,000 m2in area
12.19 m (40 ft.)
Lots up to 2,000 m2on curves or cul-de-sacs 12.19 (40 ft.) measured at the front
yard setback line
minimum of 10% of the perimeter of
Lots greater than 2,000 m2 in area
the lot
minimum of 10% of the perimeter of
Lots greater than 2,000 m2 on curves or
the lot,
frontage to be measured at the front
cul-de-sacs
yard setback line.
2403

Permitted Principal Uses
a) single-family and two-family dwelling units, including factory-built homes but
excluding manufactured homes, that meet the requirements of section
2405 (2);
b) parks, nature parks and playgrounds;
c) trails, paths and greenways;

2404

Permitted Accessory Uses
a) secondary dwelling units within principal dwelling units;
b) buildings and structures ancillary to the principal use;
c) bed and breakfast operations (see 402 (2) and 403 (4) g);
d) home-based business;
e) cottages on lots of 2,000 m2 (21,527.8 sq. ft.) or greater.
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2405

Conditions of Use
1. Buildings and structures shall not cover more than 35% of the site area on lots up to
2,000 m 2 and shall not cover more than 15% of the site on lots greater than 2,000 m2 .
2. All conventional and factory-built homes shall be erected on permanent foundations
conforming to the British Columbia Building Code.
3. Height Regulations:
a) The maximum permitted height of any principal dwelling unit shall be no more than
10 m (32.8 ft.);
b) The maximum permitted height of a cottage shall be no more than 5 m (16.4 ft.);
c) The maximum permitted height of an accessory building other than a cottage shall
be no more than 4 m (13.12 ft.).
4. Secondary Dwelling Unit Regulations:
a) The secondary dwelling unit must be part of (included within) the principal building;
b) The building height restriction in Section 2405 (3) shall apply;
c) Only one secondary dwelling unit shall be permitted within a principal building;
d) A secondary dwelling unit shall not occupy more than 40% of the habitable floor
area of the building in which it is located;
e) A building in which a secondary dwelling unit is located shall be connected to
municipal water and sewer systems and shall be subject to utility billings as if it
were two dwelling units;
f) Parking requirements for a secondary dwelling unit shall be in compliance with the
provisions of Section 403 (4) of this bylaw.
5. Cottage Regulations:
a) The total floor area of the cottage must not be more that 70 m 2 (753.5 sq. ft.);
b) The cottage must be separate from the principal dwelling;
c) The building height restriction in Section 2405 (3) shall apply;
d) A cottage shall be connected to municipal water and sewer systems and shall be
subject to utility billings;
e) Parking requirements for a property with a principal dwelling and a cottage shall
be in compliance with the parking provisions of Section 403 (4) of this bylaw.

2406

Siting. Eaves and Porches
1. Siting - the minimum depth of yard for residential buildings shall be as follows:
Up to 2,000 m2
Greater than 2,000 m2
a) Front yard
4.57 m (15 ft.)
7.5 m (24.6 ft.)
b) Rear yard
1.52 m (5 ft.)
5 m (16.4 ft.)
c) Side yard
1.52 m (5 ft.)
5m (16.4 ft.)
d) Side yard on corner site
4.57 m (15 ft.)
7.5 m (24.6 ft.)
2. Eaves - shall not overhang the exposing building face of the building in excess of 75 cm
(30 in .) unless the minimum side yard applicable is increased in width by the amount that
the overhang exceeds 75 cm (30 in.).
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3. Porches - entrance porches and steps may project from the exposing building face into
the front setback area for a maximum distance of 2 m (6.56 ft.) from the building provided
that the extension does not add habitable floor space.
2407

Accessory Building
1. Accessory buildings shall satisfy all the following provisions:
a) shall not be closer to the front property line than the exposing building face of the
principal building;
b) shall not be constructed upon statutory rights-of-way or easements;
c) shall not be closer than:
i. 3 m (10 ft.) from the principal building except for carports or garages
sharing a common wall with the principal building;
ii. 1.52 m (5 ft.) from any rear lot line which abuts a lane in the event
that the accessory building is to be constructed exiting directly onto
this lane;
iii. 1 m (3.28 ft.) from any other rear lot line;
iv. 1 m (3.28 ft.) from any side lot line;
v. 3 m (10 ft.) to the side property line on a corner lot;
vi. 1.52 m (5 ft.) to a principal building or a cottage;
d) other than cottages, shall not exceed in floor area eight percent (8%) of the area
of the lot to a maximum of 55 m 2 (592 sq. ft. );
e) notwithstanding subsection 1 c) above and except on corner lots, accessory
buildings, other than cottages, shall be permitted in side and rear yards without
any setback required from any property line subject to the following conditions:
i. maximum floor area shall not exceed 13 m2 (140 sq. ft.); and
ii. building height shall not exceed 4 m (9.8 ft.).

Part 25 - Repeal
2501 Zoning Bylaw No. 11, 1969 and all amendments thereto are hereby repealed.

Read a first time the 17 day of October, 2016
Read a second time the 17 day of October, 2016
Read a third time the 07 day of November, 2016
Reconsidered, finally passed and adopted the 07 day of November, 2016.

Mayor
Certified to be a correct copy of Bylaw No. 671, 2016 as adopted.
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SCHEDULE "A"
PORT MCNEILL
ZONING MAPS
I and II
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TOWN OF PORT MCNEILL
ZONING BYLAW NO. 671, 2016
ZONING MAP I
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Concerns as brought forth by members of Council
Zoning Concerns
1. I have a concern about the change to the short-term rental number. I
understand it was for parking, but if a family of five wanted to stay in a B&B
would they not be allowed? I assume they’d be in one vehicle, so parking is not
the issue.
2. Chickens: I am still deciding on this in light of the problem we are currently
dealing with. I now see the non-complying side of the coin and the
consequences of it. How would we stop duplexes with common property? I
would like to see this captured in the bylaw. I don’t think townhouses and trailer
parks are good for backyard chickens.
3. Storage in Residential Zones: Why was this included? Is it common in other
municipalities? Or did it come out of the public consultation? Here is my thought.
Many comments talked about parking on the street, but nothing about RVs in
yards. Councillor Mitchell has mentioned the need for us to preserve a bit of
what gives us that small town flavour. Too much junk in someone’s yard is
captured under unsightly premises. I feel we could do away with this section. If
people have the ability to neatly and safely park their recreational toys on their
property, then we should let them not limit them.
4. Page 22 under Parking Provisions: Medical Clinic and Dental Office. Why is
there no mention of employees as with the other sections?
5. We should do something that brings the churches into compliance.
Zoning definitions
1. Child's care or daycare is not in the definitions nor listed in any principal uses
for any zones. We have A childcare facility in town, and it should be clear to
prospective childcare businesses where they can operate in town.
2. Zoning definitions auto body shop and auto repair shop are listed under the
definitions but are not listed in any principal uses for any zones. We have auto
body shops and auto repair shop currently in town, it should be clear to current
and prospective auto body or auto repair shops where they can operate in town.
3. Church is listed in the definitions, which are only listed as principal uses in R1
and R2. We have half a dozen churches or so in town, none are in R1 or R2. I
feel churches should be permitted in the zones they're in now.
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4. Marina is in the definitions, among other zones, it is included in the C2
zoning. There are no C2 properties on the water, so I think it should be removed
from the principle uses of C2.
5. We have a definition for storage, commercial, but storage commercial is not
listed as a principal use in any of our zones. We have active commercial storage
businesses in town, it should be clear to current and perspective (new)
commercial storage businesses as to where they can set up shop in town.
6. Under the professional service establishment definition, veterinary services
are excluded. Veterinarian services are not listed as a permitted use in any
zone. We currently have a veterinarian service Downtown in C-1 zone.
Provisions should be made to allow veterinarians.
7. Other Towns have (animal) Kennels listed as a use and have zones for
them. Although we do not currently have a kennel that I’m aware of in town, my
concern is, without a definition or clarity on this, a case could be made that
kennels fall under personal service establishment, that’s allowed in C1, C2,
barking dogs in the zones would not be good.
8. Are we open to potential cannabis growing operations in M1 or M2? I think we
should add this definition, I assume without a definition, or it being listed as a
permitted use, such an operation would not be allowed under the current zoning
or proposed zoning bylaw.
9. We have businesses in town that do not have definitions or their business or
their business activity listed as permitted (in any zone), two examples are. We
have two aviation/helicopter repair places, one selling aviation fuel. Marine
services for example are well documented in the zoning bylaw, I’m not sure why
we wouldn’t define where aviation businesses go, as well. We have a recycling
depot in town, how does that fit in with C1, C2 zoning etc. We should have a
definition for recycling depot and the zone it is permitted in.
10. 5.9 vacation and short-term rentals. There is no vacation and short-term
rental definition, but there is a bed and breakfast definition. I’m not sure why we
are differentiating between bed and breakfast and vacation short term rental, are
they not the same thing? This section confuses me. It would appear to say
vacation and short-term rentals are allowed in any zone, but bed and breakfasts
are excluded from commercial zones and RM1 and RMH1, I understand maybe
parking is a reason those zones were left out, but if the requirements for off street
parking, section 5.15 were adhered to, I see no reason why they should not have
the opportunity as well. The commercial zones allow for second floor residences,
those residences should have the opportunity to do bed-and-breakfast as well.
11. 5.10 urban chickens. I have heard concerns about chickens being a bear
attractant. It has been suggested to me that chickens and bees should be
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surrounded by electric fence. I respectfully ask if staff could arrange to get an
opinion on chickens, and urban bees, with regards to bears and cougars from our
local conservation officer. That would help me with this decision, anyways.
12. Section 5.13.3 no commercial vehicles stored in the open in a residential zone,
rear yard only. I’ve noticed quite a few commercial heavy duty mechanic service
trucks parked in front of residences. Seemingly this section would not allow that.
13. The definition of agricultural use includes rearing of animals, not to be confused
with urban agriculture which does not allow the rearing of animals. Our proposed
zoning byelaw allows agriculture, the rearing of animals in A1 and A2. There are
large sections of land that borders residential and commercial zones. I think this
should be removed; I do not think we should be rearing livestock anywhere within
the town boundary.
14. We have A2 small holding zone 7.2, and we have it listed as a zone on our
zoning map. However, there are no actual lots labelled A2 on the zoning map. If
we are not going to have any A2 zoning, then perhaps it should be deleted from
the documents entirely.
15. Provisions in the zoning bylaw, that will allow the town more authority (then
we currently have in the current bylaw) in approving any subdivisions and CD1,
the example was given we would call the shots on where the 5% Parkland will
go. Can the section of the zoning bylaw be pointed out that will give us that
increased authority? I don’t see anything under 8.9.
16. Part 6 zones,7.0, describes the residential zones. 7.6 says residential
manufactured home one, MHP, is indicated as its label however on the proposed
zoning map it is labelled RMH-1.
17. Again, on part 6, this time 8.4, commercial service two, CS-2 is listed, and again
it’s a listed 9.4, describing the permitted uses etc. from the looks of the proposed
zoning map, we do not have any CS-2 properties proposed, if that’s the case
then why do we even list this zone, 9.4 or have it in the map legend?
18. 7.1, A1 zone (l) allows for the extraction of raw materials from the land. There is
no definition of raw materials. I would like to see this whole section removed. We
already have a gravel pit we can see and hear from town; I feel a gravel pit within
our town boundary would be detrimental to the community. I also have a
concern the extraction of raw materials might apply to water (from our aquifer).
19. I would also like the differences in setbacks explained between C1 and C2,
specifically the front yard, C1 has no setback but C2 has a what I feel is a rather
large 7.6 m setback. I would like to discuss the pros and cons of this, I’m
thinking C1 and C2 should have the same setbacks.
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20. Suite/caretaker is mentioned in a bunch of zones however CS2 differs, it says
dwelling/caretaker what’s the difference?
21. 10.3 MH1 zone item F has been added, boat salvage and decommission, there
is no definition in section 4, perhaps there should be, specifically to exclude boat
repair, if that’s what we want. I would like to have a conversation about item F.
22. Discussion regarding maps
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